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4. Baptlsm 1-9 a "seal"* of the Covenanit as
well as a sJgn& God ooveminted Lo be Abra-
ham's God, and circunicîsion vas given hlmi
as the seai of thiq covenant, Rom. lv: :11.
And baptisai that lias corne in Its place le the
seal now. Clrcuaacisioii was -the seai o! a
covenant transaction bet-wten God anid tue
bellever, a seai of the rlghteousness of !aith.
Lt had the sane sigiilcance to Isaac-who
%%as circumcised by God'e conimand, tiiat
God wouid grant ail the blessings o! the Cov-

enant If hie liad the samne !alth as hie father.
So baptisrn, vhieh le the eircumeision o!

Chirist, le the seai of the sanie covenant, and
in the case of adulte who believe iii Christ It
ceaie the !aith whlch they actuaily bave.
And when it le adminlstered to Infants It lias
the saine signiticance to thern that cirin-
cision had to Israel, vIz: tbat If they followv
the !alth of their fathers, God wiil graîît
themi ail the blessings o! the Covewnt.

A covenant impîles a contract betweeni
two parties who can understîind tdie terme
o! It, and who are capable o! izitelligeait ac-
tion. ThereloTe in the baptlsm of an Infanit,
the eeai o! the CJovenant le not between God
and tbe Infant, but between God and the par-
ents wvith respect to the Infant.

Il. WHO ARE TO BE BAPTISE-D.

T1he normnal idea of baptlsm, je the baptisai
o! an aduit on a personal. profession o! faithl,
then the baptisa isl a sIgn and seal of a
faith already existing.

Thle baptisme mentioned la the New Testa-
ment are ehlcfly thre baptisai of mnen and
womcni briought up la Judaisni or beatxen-
Ism, wiio have embrated the Gospel, eonfessed
their faitlî Ia Chrier, and are recelved lato, the
churcli through hic, ordinance. On t1ufs point
ail Chrlstcîzdoa are sgifed. It was then as
It le with our missionarles now, the firet and
chie! baptisme were adulte on, a profession o!
!alh, and were we to foa m our primary idea
of baptism from such cases as téîese, we
wouhl have as clear conceptions o! the oLne
S3acranîpnt: as we have o! the otiier.

Ill. THE REPRDZENTATIVE 1'RI«N\CIPLE.

We hold that not ouly "1believers"'
butt also the &cieid(ren" of the believers are
to be baptised (Ques. 9,5) because o! a 1're-
preceatative principle"l tbat ruas through al
ail life. We see It In socaty, wherc the ehild-
ren have the, saine social standing wltli thelr
pnrente; we sec It ia Providence, the moral,

Uce inteliectuai, and the bodiiy constitutioin
cf the parents given to the chlld wlthout
any net on ite part. In every day life cithmr
mueit provide food, eiotblng, shelter, eise the
ellilri wotild perlsh, and for iLs "1religious"'
wei!are It le equally dependont.

la religion, as Ia acculair matters, the fatiier
auts for the ehidld, engages for the chlc, and
binds the child! Circumisln hiad Its full
primary mcaning Immn the circaimeislon o! an

aduit who had beconie a proselyte to tuei-
f aithi; but cîrcumeislon wvas admlnietered to
vin Infant on tire principle o! represeatation
wltl wvhlh we are ail fanilliar, ia whielî the
child le held to be one ivith thie parent, and
bound by its aet.

This divine constitution places the chiid-z
the church as la every-day lIfe--eatlreiy at
thc disposai o! Its parents. It je passive in
their biande to be inoulded by tlieai et their
w 111. With, wlîat power and responsibiiity thils
clothes the parents 1 Every covenant God beas
made wlth mankixîd lias Iacludcd the clîild
allong wîth the parents, Ia ail Hie dealings
with mn It hias beca "You amd< your seed:
You and your ebildren."1 c.g. The Coven-
ant o! works madc with. Adam. (Sliorter
Cateehlsnî, quest. 16); or tire covenant of
"protection"- mnade with Noah. Gen. fi.: 9-17.

You and your sced atter ~yu"or the Cov-
enant o! '1graee" la ail Its formes, throughi a
Itedeenier, made -ivitti Abrahami as treý fatiier
o! the faithfui. Gemn xii: 1-3; xvi!: 1-14.

We sec the same reprcesentative principle la
the repetition o! this covenan.t wlth Israei
throughî M-oses, Dent. xxix: 10-13. And i

the opening sermion o! the New Testamient
dlspensatlon Peter deelares the camne coanc-
tion, and that the saine condition wns to
contlnue-"Tbe promise le to you and to,
your cblîdrea,"l etc. Acte IL: 2S. iSo we fiad
that whencîc-er parents ivere baptised tlîcIr
ehildrea wcre baptlced with tlîem and
brought within thc cope o! the pronise.
Ia hie ail wlee and mereiful arrangementýs

God bac; made the standing o! the cbIid,
wlie yet an infant, to depead or, tue stand-
ing o! the parent. The sin o! the parent
"1carnesf away"' bis chld from God, (lcpriv-
in- It o! its pîlvîleges, whilc the faitli of tire
parent "Ibrîngs the child near"' to God.

BaptIsm, like circumiclson, when attacbed
to, Infante, proves thent thev are wlthln, the
covenant and subjects o! its promises, beirs
o! thre kingdlon by hirth-rigb-t, a.nd cnîr pra-y-
crs sund expeetatiowns are that they wili -row
Into tlheir Chricftiau life and character as thecy
grow laVa their manhood and wnomanhood.

IV. BAPTISM 0F IN.\FANTSr.

Cblidren of believer.5 are to be baiptised.
Tlîls le given (Cateclifsai, Qiles. 95) as an
adc.itioa to thie normal type of baptI.ý,ni, and
as the ehurch spreacls a-nd beconîes rooted,
aduit baptisi *wfll becoîne lces frequent, and
the baptisin o! Infants tend more a-nd more to,

be unversal, as w.oýrk a.aorg the heather
nad work la a Christian comaiunity wvll

show.
Baptisai cannot have the carne nîeaaling la

the case o! an infant as it lias In ithat o! an
adult. Ia the rase o! the latter It le a sIga
aand ceai o! failb aireed.v exlsting. but la the
former It is their reeolition aiad receptiom
laVa the visible church, givîng themn a right
and title to ail Its priviiegesl. This may not
bestow sa-iag blsig but It pute themn la-
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