
208

coloured as frequently ta inake thiese insects marvellouslv beautiful.
Thle abdomen is conmposed of several ring-Iike segmients, but in corn-

mon withi the other regians of tie body, is often greatly changed, and
lias the segnm.nts wcelded togethier or atrophied. From the tip of the
feniale abdomen frcquently projccts the ovipositor, which is most
consp:icuaus in saie hymenoptera, and which is niodified in many
interesting directions. 'l'lie mnale abdomien in a large nunîber of insects
differs in shape fromi that of the femnale, and the sexuai organs arc more
or less conspictiously developed.

In addition ta the structures which have been so briefly indicat-d,
there is often much of interest in the sculpture or vestnient of the body.
Some insectb are smioath ard highly polished, deriv.ng thieir beauty,
froni brilliant inetaIIic or other colours of Uic body waII ; others depend
for their adornmient on dense coverings of pubesence or scales, which,
as in the case of those which beautify the butterfly, malie exquisite
abjects for iniicroscopical exaniination.

The internai anataniy of insects is no Iess a favourite study for
those wha desire ta sce the mechanismi whichl enables each of these
tiny creatures ta fulfil its destiny in this world. For anatomical study
with the microscope irisects are peculiarIy wll adapted, as they cal]
alwvays be obtained, are easy ta kili and handie, and have elaborate
nîuscuiar, nervaus and digcstive systcms.
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