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time i fighting. Satan lias a biard time of it in " some mischief
finding " for these little fellows to do, for tbeir hands are nover
id le, as they hurry through the Wvoods, running Up or. around the
trunks of trec-s or liangring head downwards from a siender twig,
nover stili for more thani an instant, as thcy peer into evcry tuft
of moss, every crack or cranny in the bark, along the twi gs, under
the bud scales of deciduous trees or amongy the Icaves of ever-
greens, talKing cheerfully, to thermselves and each other ail the
time as they carry out their useful mission in clearing the trcs
and shrubs of countless insect enemies: woe to the luckless
caterpillar, chrysalis, spider, or bectle which cornes ivithin the
range of their sharp black oyos. No'thing cornes amiss ta these
insatiable hunters, from the minute, shining black eggs of a n aphis
to the fat chrysalis of a Cecropia Emnperor Moth; with dcft blows
theclbard sharp beak soon penc'trates the thick silken cocoon and
in a vcry short timo tho marauder is aivay lookingr for another
victim. Dr. Clarence Weod publishes in this intcresting bulletin
the rosuits of some careful investigations which hoe lias carried
out as to the winter food of the chickadc. Hoe shows that more
than one hiaif of the food of this bird du ring the %%intcr mon ths
consists of insects, a large proportion being in thc f.orm- of eggas.
Vegotation of various sorts made up a little loss than a
quarter of the food, and two thirds of this quarter consisted of
the buds or bud scales which. wvre believcd to have heen acci-
dentally caten along wvith tho eggs of plant-lice. These cggs
made up more than one fifth of tho ontire food and formed the
rnost remarkable ebement of the bill of fare. This destruction of
myriads of eggs of the J)lan t-lice whicb infest fruit, shade and
forcst trocs is probably the most important service -xhich the
chickadce rendors durîng bis winter residonce. More than 450
of these eggs arc sometimes caten by one bird in a single day
as weil as the eggs of many other kinds of aur most important
insoct enemies of tho force, gardon and orchard. Dr. Weed
figures in his bulletin some twigs of varioîî; trcs upon which
the eggs of insects have been deposited. Amnong these are
represented the egg masses of the tent catorpillars and flic Faîl
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