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A wvidening streteli of water sparkling free;
As far wu eve cau reachi a glistening field
0f re-stless glory. Wlhat lins been conceaird
Ili the gLeat depilis thiese long, dark days we

sec
(10111 forth in poip, grePat oceýtn's armifory
0f shinîng, tossingspear-points: noiw re-Paled
l)arting t<>wards tue inipClitral shiie.
0f H"e~'n's Nuîe, v'ast, unknown intensity.

jEven so ilfe sparkles nfter dîîll, sad days:
And 'vo, not- knowing tliat thie brightening

%-ays
Are buîi r-elfc.-ons of the Ligit above
Play on, and wagye our iiic wars, and try
Oiir petty skill, and rall it hiarinonyi
And H-eaven looks dowzî in ever las3tinig love.

Veare -enerally iiicliiied to thlmk that
the imaginiation lias 11o connection wit.h the
orclinary affaîrs of life-that it is siînply a
play thing for the builder of air cetstiesq, a
will-o-thie-'visp to guide eii novelist, or, at
best., an inspiration for the poces song, and
conseq-dently vre place a low estimiate on its
practical utility. Bunt, whiei %ve study the
inatter, iu the ligit of our daIzly life, we find,
that iniagination pisys a uiore imiportant
part, than we at first thitik. Witbout, this
facult.y, the architeet would rear ail bis
structures after one fnshion, if, indeed, lie
could i -- r any. There would be ne such

pe'so % as the inventor, for lie esperia"ly, is
dependent on his imagination. Thiere would
indeed, bc Ilrno new thiing under the 'un."

hDit we chocose to go further, we wouid find,
that in nearly every vocation of life, this
faculty pisys a part.

Having in a measure, seen what an imipor-
tant place the imagination occupies, Nve
scarcely need to urge the importance of giv-
ing some attention to its culture. Its value
in . wxcin ith sehool work, eau flot be
over estiiated. The cultivatiori of the con-
structive imagý,inattirn of children, is especial-
îy important, for inuchi of their future pro-

gress depends on thieir ability to translate
wvords into ideas. The first step in tîxis di-
rection is theý culture of the senses, for it is
througlî thein that we gatker material upon
whichi the imagination may work. Lot the
children observe an objeet, and describe it
'vhen present, then remnove the objeet, and
cail for a description. This may at fir8t
siglit, appear to be more iu'Jmory, but it is
the imaginative memory, for the child must
liave a -.nental picture of the objeet, before
lie eau describe it. The ebjîdren should be
rcquired to draw pictures of objects thus de-
scribed, and also te niodel tkeni in dlay.
Anothor stop in this direction, is te cali for
descriptions of familinr objecta and scenes.
Take, for instance, the breakfast table. Di-
rect the niind minutely te matters of detail,
such as tho color aud figure of the table.cloth,
figure of the napkins, color and patterns of
the dishes, kind of knives, forks and spoons,
arrangement of dishies ou the table, &c. It
Nvould be found at f'rst, that tie children
hiad p.aïd little heed to the most of tiiose mat-
tors, aud the .,,nswers might lie found very
unsatisfactery, but once their attention has
been directed. te thfe.ý,e details, they will form
the habit. of lookin" closeiy ait objects which
corne under their observatiov.

This exorcise cf the reprodueti-:e imagina-
tion, will propare for the exorcise of the con-
structive imagination. The chiildron'is minds
aire stored wvith olemnentary concepts, aud
wvitl' the wvords whichi represent thîem. We
mra,' now aim te secura newv pictures thîrougli
the sur estive power cf words. Describe an
objeet witlî which the ohildren are familiar,
aud require theni te naine tie ubject Uis
dcacribed. Iu an exorcise cf'this kind, they
take the elements mentioneci, and build
thein up iute a complux mental picture.
Theo exorcises in the culture cf the imagi-


