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is also some ground of conafIdence and hope. Quebec ranks
1owe.st, I1 amn given to iunderstand, amongr ail the provinces
of the D)ominion as regards the amint, of its appropria-
tions for the support of schools ; and the circumistatices of
sorne rural districts, where the dissentient miuiority is
qiuite insuficient in point of numbers, render adequate
school provision ain utter impossihility. But the school
question iu Quehec ought to be a negotiable problemn. XVo
have to deal with something under 1,000 schools with
over 1,Ô00 teachers. These schools are ali orgaiiized, on
pretty înnch the same liues, and the resuits of-their wvoi k
are reported froru time to time by the Inspectors of the
Departmeiut. The Protestant Cornmittee is anxions to do
e'Verything ini its power to iricrease the efficiency of the
schools, although it has olteti. to suifer in the estimation of
the public for the slackness of school trustees and commis-
sioners-some of whom- appear to be altogrether impervious
to criticisrn.

It is no rash prophecy to say that the question or
wvhat the rigrht and true curriculum should be, .wilI
]--Sng continue to be an absorbing isubject of discussion.
Tlime was when continuous training in the IlThree R's
flir a period of school life extending over 6 or 8 vears, was
considered the educational ideal. These were the accoru-
plishments which. were regarded as essential for seif-educa-
tioni, with perhaps a &&top-dressingc" of what were cailed
"En,'iglishi subjects" gramnmar, geography and history. But
it has long been recognized that sncb a course of study,
no miatter how faithfuily administered, might leave too
miany childreil Ilwithout any permanent interests in nature,
or in humau. institutions and humaîî achievements, and
without much inclination to acquire such interests by
further study, or power to assimilate or apply such knowl-
edge and skzil as they had gained". Abilîty to read xnight be
acquired "but not the reading habit; the ability to speli
an d write xvords, but no, power of expression with the pen ;
a varyingýr ability to add, subtra4't, multiply and divide
simple numbers, integrral and fractional, but mach uncer-
tainty ini ail other arithmetical operations; some frag-
mentary book .knowledge of îuames and places of our own
couiitry and foreign countries, aud some sciappy informa-
tion reiating to the history" of Britain and Greater Britain.
Now re.iigç, wvriting, and arithmetic are stili recog-,nized as
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