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Word of God was years ago publicly burned to dust and ashes. If God hms
interposed so marvellously in the past on behaif oftiIis own truth and Hie own
divine honour, ecan we entertaini for a moment aury féar or apprehension that
Be will desert that W'ord and leave it to the fate apprehonded for it .by some
in the near future. Oh, fo0; it canuot be ; it reste upon the rock, and that
rock is iinmovable. Just because, therefore, of the bleissinge that this good
book brings which the Bible Society represents; on this giound 1 dlaim most

-conidently that the unbelief of the present day which .would rob us of that,
WVord is an elenient of grossest criielty.

But what are 8omne of those blessings? It is scarcely necessary, brethren,
that I Bhould enuînerate somne of them to, you, but it may perhaps assiât
your minds if I do sn. I niight say broadly, then, that whatever you have
in your possession to-day tijat makes life best worth living for, whatover
you have that gives you promise of the life to corne and a wetl-grounded
hope ini the hereafter, you gather and derive frem the inspired Word of
God. Now you are well aware that those who are opposed to the Word,
and would even wreet it froni our hands, are wanting to point us to, the past
and draw comparisons, or to induce ut; if they can,'to drà-w coniparisons
between the condition of ancient Greec~ and Rome, and the condition of
Ro nme to-day as evidence that the Wordbf God has accomplished nothig
for society. Look back, they say, to, ancient Gréece and Rome ; see the
muarvels that wore wrought there by ar t, science, literature, philosophy; read
over the naines of those who towerefl over the heads of their fellows as far
as the monarch of European mouintains towers above the little his that clus-
ter around iLs base ; and they will toil us that-aftor ail we have not made su
much progress in consequence of the diffusion of the Word of God. Now,
brethren, it is quite true tijat a few philosophera can be found here
and there ini the hietory of the past, who did attain considerable strength:.
they were, as a modern writer says, unconscioualy seeking after Goad: no
doubt they did make 'groat progrese in art and science, literature aud philo-,
sophy ; but whcn [ appeal on behaif of the word of God, that it and it alonte is
the true parent of the Christian philosophy, what 1 have ini mind is flot the
overtowering genius of a few philosophers, but rather the general tone and
condition of soci ety a a who]e, the condition of the masses at large. When we
boar that distinction in mind and look back for a moment te the past, we will
see that the boasted philoanphy of two thousand years ago certainly had
failed to accomaplish very much on behaif of the masses. Take for exaemple,
the popular amusements of tho tinie, aud we may lawfully regard the public
amusements of the community as furnishing a certain test of its morals, and
what were these 'amusements ? Go into the Roman aniphitheatre you wil
see there twenty 1'housand of the Roman populace presjent; -within its num-
bers the fairest maidens, the noblest matrons, of imperial Rome ail gathered
together to Rloat over the sufferings of the captives taken in wàr, bitchered
to, make a Roman holiday. If the inscriptions, as some tell us, that are
found on the city wals are to be taken as a test of the morals in society, go
.back and read some graphic scribblings that are to be found on the exhumed
walls of Pompeii and yoit will find that they are so vile and flithy that, as a
miodern writer says, the only marvel is that the lightnings of heaven did flot
sooner descend and bury Pompeli under the dust and ashes of Vesuvius, and
that se deeply as te render her resurrection for ever impossible. If the con-
dition of woman i8, ini a community, as it mnay be fairly regarded, a test of
its moral and social position, go bac k te Greece and RLome, and what was the
condition of woman then 1 Lot the Christians gathered in this sanotuary
remeniber their condition in-Greeoe, the land of znyth and peetry, and Iegend ;
woman was regarded in s'uch a light there as to be fitted only for the drud-
gery of. domestic life ; if -she attempted literary culture, aime did n0 at the risk


