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1Rovets

S N tlîîs century a great deal of time is spent in reading,
novels. Every day we hiear of some new novel; in
ert togznnth and wi h tInsottor o e a£noem
everyh magaine ti ere wi a lon uty cind ro
Even in sorne of the Sunday newspapers a novel is

started and finished, being continued fromn week to, week.
Young and~ old, educated and uneducated are eager for

suel> kind of reading material.
In giving the definition of a novel it inay be saîd, to be, a

narration in an interesting and entertaining style of common
every d&%y liue, always understanding that novels are fictitious.
i-lowever in the representation of character in novels, rnany in-
terestingr and useful facts are obtained of iae class of people
eachi person is supposed to represent. These f-aets are written in
a style whicli is easily understood by ail readers, and would not
ho learned in any other way. Novels, whichi ray ho called mor-
ally good are only few in number. If ail novels were of such a
standard, thon there would ho no objection raîsed such as is often
the case today.

The great majority of these novels are bad. The language
in tlîem iý; coarse, the sentences and phrases have double mean-
ings, and in short life is distorted. Sueli novels have a very in-
jurlous affect upon the readers, and especially upon the young
readers and it is in the lianèb of the younger people that many
such. novels are found.

Most people read novels as a pastime and consider it in-
tellectual recreation. In the case of good novels it is so. But
on the other hand, the reading of novels in general is an injury
rather than a good. A young mind receives false ideas of the
world and the effeet is soon apparent in the character o? tlîat
person. 1Especially is this truc of the uneducated person and the
young boy or girl ivho lias taken to novel reading before complet-
ing lis or lier education. Novels should not ho read by such peo-
ple, books of more wcight and instruction should be substituted.
A mind weIl trained and str.cngthened hy sound and firm prin-
ciples cannot ho easily disturbed or agitated by novel reading.
So in such a class of people alone, novel-reading cannot produce
evii effeets.
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