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IlOxford is better seen than described." Most other chties are the production
of policy or of commerce ; their streets semi made to lcad upt to palace or
prison gates, or out toward the masts of shipping, but Oxford, as imist be tUtl
at every tara, is a city buit by the learned for loyers of Icarning, by sehiolars
f'or the habitation of seholars.

Oxford is distant fromn London, iu a North-westerly direction, 52 miles;-
about lte distance froin Montreal to Actoa or Lancaster. Tite capital of ait
inland couiity, it is froc from flic contagion and bnstle of soaports ; of ail ags
rîctîltural eounty, il lias escaped the clatter and agitations of the centers of'
inaiiufacîuriiing populations. The natural situation bas, i ail its liineamonts.
soniethini, recluse and rnonastiec Its domes anti steeples, rising titrougli an
abuidance of great green trocs, look out nîou beautifal pastoral lowltnds ii
the fore- oand, withi an almost continuons surrotanding upland range iu fle
distatnce.* Three rivers-wltich wonild nover be called rivers wit us, fainous
as they are in England, interlace flie lanidscape, flowing hither and tittier
among flic mcadows, so thal the student or the traveller fromn wltatever quar-
ter ho siglits the city, reaches it ove r the echoes of' some rcsotinding bridge.
'rTe sense of insalation is flot now so easily awakened ; but in former days,
wiîen Ilpeople useil to row np to Merton College buttery 10 refresi thom-
selveos," the rcturning inmate of the scîtools w'as glad to bail a waternian to
carry Iiuîn over the long liqnid reacites wlîich intercepted bis outratîco witlîhti
the walls.

The bulk of the city as is at once obscrved, boars a judiciotîs proportion to
the colleges. At no pcriod bas flic towvn population very mach outgrowît or
ovcorbalancel tlie seholastie population. Iu otîr peacoful days titis înny ho, iii
many respects, of less moment titan formerly ; but still it is wortby of' rcînark,
that at tbo census of 1851, the whole number of inhabitants was roturned at
27,000, wltile 6,000 porsons were on flie colloge books, and 3,300 wcre actual
moînhers of'Convocation. If eacli maie adaît, graduate or student, reprcsontcd
four of a residont family, tbe College men wore very nearly a tic witlt lte
'ïownsnîen.

But the relations of town and gown were flot always se amicably adjusteti iii
Oxford, ns tbey are in our present pacifie limes, In the enrlier modern and ail
tltrough the middle a-es, wben for genîle and simple 10 carry a weapon was
as common as it now is to carry au umbrelia or a cane . wben the artisan's
dagger served to carve his ment at home, and 10 defend bis life ont of doors;
when every gentleman's wardrobe ineluded at least one sword for daily woar
and one for state, occasionîs, things wenl flot quile s0 smoolhly between flie
Isis, the Charwcll, and the Thames. When the sîndents numbered thonsands
of full grown mon, and the professors barangned in the open air; wben thc
Oxford burgesses mustered Iheir forces before venturing to bold fair or festival;
wlien a disputed succession finng ils fiery arrows over the walls; wben Nom-
inalisîs and Realisîs lost their temper and forgot their logic ; when there was
question of the excise of bread, or of beer or of wine, or of jurisdiction of'
any kind, between the Chancellor and the Mayor, or with the Prior of Saint
Frideswides, or the Abbolt of Osney, or, indeed, in '4 aity good cause at ail,"
the rcady weapons were soon unsheathed by bolli factions. For the more for-
midable exercise of this sort of power, the whole body of students as early as
tite l2th and as laIe as the l7th century, were divided into lwo Il nations," eaciî
commanded by its own Proctor, or chief, elecled for lwo years. These ndtions
were known as the Nortiern-men and the Southera-men, or te students from
lte norlt of the Mersey and Humber, and those southward. The Welsh, and


