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Totes of the Tlmggk;

Lord Rosebery, Foreign Secretary in
Mr. Gladstone’s Government, has con-
veyed to the principal Canadian actors
in the Behring Sea Arbitration case, in
Very cordial, and evidently very sincere,
lang‘!ﬂge, the thanks of Her Majesty,
and alyo of the Government, for the abil-
1ty and zeal which they have displayed
in the conduct of that very important:
International arbitration.

While not a few English Presbyter-
lang 8eem to regard Principal Dykes’ in-
tended motion with reference to the Es-
tablished Church of Scotland as inoppor-
tune, Irign Presbyterians, for the most,
are in sympathy with it, and wouid be
8lad to see it carried. It is to be re-
Membered that for a number of years
the Irigp Assembly has had an inter-
Change of deputations from the Church
ot Scotland,

By the Empress of India, the Rev.
Dr. Mackay, our well-known missionary
In Formosa, has arrived at Vancouver
on hig way to visit Canada and his old
home in Woodstock. Mr. Mackay has been
a Wissionary for twenty-five years, and
Was the first to enter Northern For-
mosa, Mps. Mackay is a native of China,
and Mr, Mackay was very much displeas-
ed, anq justly we should say, at being
' Compelled to pay poll-tax by the Cus-
OW8 officials, claiming that she was a
British subject.

During Mr. Laurier’s late visit to St.
homag ne was sought out by Prinecipal
A““in, of Alma College, who for half an
our get pefore the leader of the oppos-
tion tne cause of the Prohibitionists.
€ gave him to understand that ‘the
MoOvement hud made mueh more rapid
Progress in the country than the Reform
Yarty had made in it. and that the time
Was rapidly approaching when its advo-
‘ates would take united political action.
Ithougn Mr. Laurier is not a professed
TOhibitionist, Principal Austin is sure
that pe does no¢ misrepresent him when
© 8ays that should a large majority de-
Mand tne gestruction of the liquor traf-
¢, he woula gladly, if leader of the gov-
“fUment, obey the behests of the sover-
tign people,

The Scottish torm of oath, is rapldly,
in English courts, superseding that
“hich has been so long the practice.
At firgt, thepe was a disposition on the
Part of some justices of the peace, to re-
%0t the new custom. A circular on
the 8ubject, by Mr. Asquith, Home Sec-
etary, 1g doimg away with this. But
“itnesses are now themselves taking
he Initiative, and the provisions of the
Aths Act are, being carried into eifect.
UCh of the credit for the substitu-
n, of the cleanly and impressive meth-

Ot swearing witnesses in use in Scot-
lang, 14 due to the action of the Parlia-
Wentary Committee of the British Medl-
fal Asgociation. In Scotland, as in some
Arts of thig country, the witness holds
P hiy right hand as a sign and token

bat ne 15 ynder oath. “Kissing the BI-
~ Ble g objectionable on several grounds,
el Ought to be given up.
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Although Presbyterians are not giv-

to Whining, and still less to threaten-

U the Government of the day, for be-
% denied public offices of trust and im-

' .l‘;:’tance, because we are liberal and sen-
N le enough to recognize that not re-
&lous belief, but the necessary politi-

cal experience, abllity, and upright char-
acter, are the proper qualifications for
public posts, yet it is gratifying to
know, that Senator Boyd, who has just
been appointed Lieutenant-Governor of
New Brunswick, and W. B. Scarth, ex-
M. I., who, It I8 thought, is like-
ly to be appointed to a sim-
flar high office in Manitoba, are hoth
Presbyterians, and that both appoint-
ments are popular with those more im-
mediately concerned. We trust that
they may both do honour to the impor-
tant places they have been called to
fi1l.

The following statistics are taken
from the report of Mr. E. Payson Por-
ter, Statistical Secretary of the Interna-
tion Sunday School Convention, which
met lately in St. Louis, U.S. This was
a carefuily prepared statement of the
strength of Sunday-schools in North Am-
erica. These are the figures for Canada:

Officers and

Province. Schools. Teachers. Scholars. Total
tario........ 4,683 45946 383,346 429,292
Oﬁebl:(? ........ 715 4,867 42,433 47,300
%ova Scotia. .. 1,372 8,961 73,704 81,6§5
N. Brunswick.. 904 5,758 38,875 44,033
Pr. Edward Is. 234 1,335 12,770 14,105
Manitoba...... 150 600 5,000 5,§OO
Br. Columbia. . 28 275 2,100 2,375
Totals.... 8026 67,142 557,228 624,370
Inh Igewfguﬁd-
18-
bl‘!;do:n. ..... 314 2,162 22,817 24,979
Percentage of population in Sunday-schools :
In the United States....... ............ 17.5
InCanada...................... veeee... 135
Percentage by Provinces :
Ontario. . ....... 20. New Brunswick. 13.7
%ueb:l:.. vee ivo .38 Pr. Edward Is... 13.3
ova Scotia..... 18, Manitoba....... 4.

A Presbyterian, reading the late Man-
itoba and Northwest papers, cannot
hut wender at, and admire, perhaps cven
ervy the superabounding, exuit'ng cuntgy
and life of the Rev. Principal Grant,
who .has been taking part 'm the
wcrk of the summer session of our theolo-
gical college !n Winnipeg. Weekly the
papers come, and every weck you find him

preaching, lecturing or both, now here -

and now there, and always with abun-
dant appreciation of the genial Princip-
al amd of his work. It s well known
that he is an enthusiastic advocate of Im-
perial Federation. Whatever may be sald

-against this as being oniy u dream, we be-

lieve It to be the ideal state for Can-
ada, and ib Is our aspiration and our
hope that one day it may be found prac-
ticable, and be realized. No ome can mis-
take the patriotisim of the Doctor. We
gladly quote the following : “His object
in travell'ng around the world was to
study comparatively the dfferent por-
tions of our empire in order that he might
see something of advantage to Canada
and he could give his adopted country the
benetit of any knowledge he zot in his
studies. And now after n'me months’ tra-
vel, hethought that there was mo place
like Camada, no other country so desirable
for the horest man to live !m. He was a
Camadian first, last and at all times. He
believed we could not make great success
unless we preserve our uniom with the
wmother country, and we should endeavour
to strengthen this uniomn as best we could.
In his travels he found that the British
flag travelled around the world, and he
found it at every poimt of any importance

representing the cause of God and man .

as no other nation does: the emblem of
justice, mercy and love. Wherever Britain
plants a flag, she announces to the world
that that country ls free to all. Every
man has an equal chaance.,”” Whoa would
not wish and be proud to belong . to an
empire of which all this can be truth-
fuily sald? ) :

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

Christian Sentinel : God Is not trusted
when we worry.

Rev. Dr. Cuy!_er: Every saloon-keeper
makes his living at the mouth of hell.

Ram’s Horn: People have to be liv-
ing very near to the throne before they
can enjoy having their faults pointed out.

Lord Roberts: The good health of the
British Army in India, numbering 69,-
000, is owing to the sobriety of the men.
About one-third are members of the Ar-
my Temperance Association.

Rev. Theodore Cuyler: The healthi-
est Christian, the one who is best fitted
for godly living and godly labours, is he
who feeds most on Christ. Here lies the
benefits of Bible reading and of secret
prayer.

Lady Somerset : T have resolved in all
discussions on the conduet or character
of others, to let something good be said,
nor count any conversation closed till
the advantages as well as the ddefects
have been set forth. Our hands need to he
tender, to have a touch of blessing in
them as well as the power of healing.
Our voices must be tuned to the concert
piteh of that love that never faileth.

Irish Temperance League Journal: “1
have made $1,000 in the last three
months,” said & liquor-seller. “You
have made more than that,” remarked
one of a group of listeners. * What is
that ?” was the quick response. ‘‘ You
have made my two song drunkards; you
have made their mother na broken-heart-
ed woman; you have made more than I
can reckon:; but you'll get the full
account some day.”

Phillips Brooks: Our answered nray-
erg arc precious to us; I sometimes think
our unanswered prayvers are more prec-
fous still. These give us God’s bles-
sings ; these, If we will, may lea1 us to
God. Do not let any moment of your life
fail of God's light. Be sure that whether
He speaks or is silent. He is alwavs’ loy-
ing vou, and always trying to make vour
life more rich and good and happy.
1y be sure that you are always ready.

Missionary Outlook: A full realiza-
tion by every woman who professes to
follow the Saviour of her obligation to
obey His command to “ preach the gos-
pel to every ecreature,” would largely
swell the membership of our W. F. M.
Auxi'laries. To Impres: this ohligntion
on every congregation is the duty of ev-
ery Auxiliary, and one way of do’ng this
will be by direct person-] ‘nvitation: an-
other, and one usuallv very effective, is
by public meetings.

Th~ Independent: The Gospel suifers
na sad injury at the hands of theose who
make it a dogma of Intellectual faith,
instead of a message of love and
frosa God to man. It is life, not denq
bones. Tt must not, in its presentation.
he entangled in a snarl of philokophienl
statements, veiled in contradictions or
mysteries which shall destroy all its life
and vigour. Nothing is so concrete, so
personal, 8o practical, as the Gospel.
Nothing abstract, vague, or technical
musz  be substituted for it. To helieye
in a Saviour, to trust and follow Mim—
that is a very simple matter. To rely
for salvation on forms dr formulas, op
+tatements or speculatiops about Christ,
insteaC of on Christ himself-~that is some-
times very hard indeed.
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Garfield : Things don’t turn up in this
world unless somebody turne them up.

Bernard : Tale-bearers and tale-hear-
ers are alike guilty : the one hath the dev-
Il in his tongue. the other In his ear.

Schiller : Tt is a serious thing to die;
It is & more serious thing to live. So as
it is a great and glorious thing to
dle, it is a thing greater and more glori-
ous and Godlike, to live a resigned, active,
and blessed, i1 not happy. life.

Rev, E. D. McLaren : Unnecessary Suns
day traffic on rallway and steamboat,
Surday work in the post-oHice, for
which there is abmolutely no excuse, the
publishing of a Sunday newspaper—even
though it may involve less actual Sunday
Inbour than is performed in mogt offices
in the preparation for a Monday issue—
an1 last, but by no means }east, the run.
ning of Sunday street cars, have combin.
ed abgut a laxity of views and conduct in
regart to this matter, that large num-
bers ol our most earnest and thoughttul
cltizen: very deaply deplore.

Spurgeon ; T Christ ig more excellent
at omne time than another it certainly is
fa ‘““the cloudy and dark day.” We can
pever so well see the true colour of
Christ’s love as in the night of weeping.
Christ in the dungeon, Christ on the bed
of sickness, Christ in poverty, is Christ
indeed to a sanctified man. No vision
of Jesus Christ is so truly a revelation
a8 that which is seen in the Patmos of
sufféring. This He proves to His be-
loved, not by mere words of promise,
but by actual deeds of affection. As our
sufferings abound, so He makes our con-
.solatlons to abound.

Hon. G. W. Ross : The teacher is the
greatest force in the publie school. It is
for him to say largely what shall be the
mental and moral trend of the next half
century. The ideals of life and charac-
ter whieh he presents to his pupils v}lll
be the predominating feature of the
lives and characters of the next genera-
tion. If by fact ana argument he estab-
lishes the conviction that alcohol is not
an artiele for daily consumption, but a
drug of the apotheeury, his usefulness as
2 moral reformer is vindieated, and the
work of the legislator may be practi-

cally  dispensed with, Recognizing
these forces, the introduction of
scientific temperance into the pub-

lic  school iy 4 matter of the

greatest urgency, and should receive the

carnest attention of every person inter-

ested in ¢‘he overthrow of intemperance.
—_—

- Pierson, D. D.: “When the
worshipper passeg away, it is no
that has fallen from the firmament,
o melody that has sunk into silence, no
fruitfu' tree that has been uprooted; its
is merely a bag of metallic coin that
has fallen on the pavement; the knot
has loosered, and the heirs scramble af-

Rev A.
goid

- ter the scattered coins, while the greedy

Inwyers secure the larger share.” What
11 eni for any man. No one, having
felt His goodness, holds his hand as be
go2s out into ‘‘those mysterions realms
whore each must take his chamber in
the silent halls of death.” In his life
h» has let slip the truesg happiness that
mortal time affords, that of miunistering
to the walts of his fellows. In bisceath
h2 passes into darkness, unwept nnd un-
remembered.  With his gold were God-
given opportuniteis: he has neglected to
mak: himself and his neighbour happy
by making use of them. His life has
been a failure.




