
THJE CAJNADA J'RESD YTERIAN,
- PUBI511FD liv TiI1v

pregblitertaîl Iprftttto. IIIUI3illf63tl(ài MUN.,
AT 5 JORDAN STREET, - TORONTO.

Teinis: $2 Per Annum in Advance.
AIlV l{1SIN . .ATIiS. Under j montb., î$ccnts ver litieper iitei ion;

1niotihq..$1 1,rr une *.A r,'ýnli%,$1 -5pet lire s year. $;. No ndveieme:,t
tha:ç.id a: le%. thau ive ir ue% None ohrr than uobjection3ble advert:.enentt

TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMI3ER 5th, 1890.

crOiNlNENTING on Canon Lîddon as apreacher
\, the Cur/,u says: ' The popular decision

is final in the question of prcaclung." It is, so far as
this %vorld is courcrned, but the admission is a rather
strange biie for the G/zuireli/zi to inake.

R 1-'I--R RING no dotibtto the McKinley Bill,
.[thoii-h o mention ks made of that triumplh

of restrictive legislation, the In'erior says :
Our Canadian friend5 necd not stand out there scoldîng.

Dinner is ready. and Uncle Sain's big dining-room door us
wide open. WValk right in.
The dining-roomn door May bc open, but when the
American protectionists (Io a Uitile more in flic way
af passing restrictive tarif laws, there will be noth-
ing an the table but basswood biains and wooden
nutmcgs. Canadians doni't hanker alter that kind
of a diet.

ITHAT can the following editorial paragraph
VV in the lBritish 11f'ak/y mean :

Dr. Isarnardo, who is jkist ba.k tramn Canada, received an
enthusiastic welcomne ona Monday night ai the Edinburgh
Castie. He gave a glowing accounit of Canadian prospects.
The testinmony of Sa shrewd an observer ought tri inspiri those
who have always despaired of Canada.
Who arc those 1,who have always despaired of
Canada ? " \hat is there in the political, moral or
financial condition of Candda to inake any sensible
man despair ? On the whole, Caniada is perhaps
doing as well as a certain island right under the
shadowv of the British thrane that Mr. Balfour has a
goed deal of trouble %vith. It is comforting ta knov
that Dr. Barnardo believes in our future.

UNE of the facts brought out by the Ontario
0Prison Commission should make every

Ontario citizen hang his hcad with sliame. It is as
clear as .pert evidence can roake anything that in
many couttes aged and infirwý men are confined in
gaol simply because thcy are homeless end friend-
less and unable ta provide for thcmselves. Are old
age and povcrtv crimes in this country ? The cou nty
counicils af many counties persistently refuse to
ercct proper places for these unfortunate people, and
they are thrust into prisons along %vith criminals ta
keep them fromt dcath by cold or starvation. Is that
a proper way for a Christian country to treat men
tottering on the brink af the grave ? XVe ear a
great deal about depression in agriculture. Nations
are punished in this life. Can any one say that thîs
depression is not punishiment ?

T HE Rev. D. D. MNcLeod has given notice af a
JL motion in flic Barrie Presbytery wvhich may

test the union sentiment in the North. In many
places in Muskoka, Iarry Sound and throughout
the great caunty ai Simcoe tvo or three churches
are struggling for an existence %vhcre one could do al
the work. In these places there is flot suficient
support for ane church. If there was a reasonable
prospect that such fields would incrense in popula-
tion of course two or three churches might eventu-
allyeiSe necded but in some of them a decrease ks
rnuch more likely than an increase. A " lumber
village " is almost certain ta decline when the pine
within a numrber af miles ai it is sawn. Then the
opening of a new railway while it builds up some
places is almost certain ta ell.nigh destroy others.
Fromn variaus causes a considerable number of small
villages can neyer grow much larger and some af
them may become smaller. What Mr. McLeod
proposes is. that a committce of Presbytery confer
with the authorities af the Methodist Church with a
view ta union tvhere mnanif*estly only anc church is
¶ieeded. Supposing the Presbytery and the Metho-
dist people should agiree ta unite at certain points
would the people agree ta do so? There's the rub.
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A LNIOST cverybodv calîs the whole northern
country between Lake Couchiching and North

Bay, Muskoka. The samne mistake is made on a
larger scale about the North-West. The wholc
country between WVinnipeg and the Rocky Mloun-
tains is called Manitoba. As a matter of fact there
are tbree districts in that region vagurly called
Muskoka andi these are separated by municipal,
judicial and parliamentary purposes. It wauld bc
just as correct ta caîl tli'caunties af York, Peel and
1 laiton, York, as ta, call ait the region north ai
Gravcnhurst, Mluskoka. Tliere will be a boom at
Sudbury ane of these days iliat will open the cyes
af Ontario people in regard ta the great resources
01 that northern reuion. 'llie Canadian I>acific Rail.
tva>' is inaking anotlier front on Ontario and unlcss
ail appearances are iiisleading the Northern front
Mil soan bc more lively than many parts of the
soutluern anc.

C "AN thiere bc any reasonable doubt that the
Ontario El1ection lav is bcing uiscd for parti-

zan purposes b>' bath political parties? About ont-
fourth af the elections hield last june arc pratested
and the battle fotight at the polis must be iought
over again ini the courts. he latv is a good anc
and îvas intended ta put down carrupt practices at
clections. Is any persan innocent cnotigh ta suppose
that that is the purpose for îvhich the law is being
used so cxtenisively at the pr-!sent time? It bas
neyer beenl chargcd 1Uuat: in the elections held in june
corrupt practices prevailed ta, any considerable
extent. Tliere îvas not mucb money, we believe,
spent on cither side, and tlhe responsible men on
bath sies were no doubt anxiaus ta, keep the con-
test clean. A iew aid-timners may have indulged ini
some ai thte bad aId tinte practices but certainly there
îvas nothing like general and serious violations ai
the latv. And yet one-fourth ai the elections are
protested anud thousands ai dollars tvîll bc suent in
litigation, the bulk ai the money finding its îvay
into the coffers ai tvo or thurce raronto firins. Nowv
we subinit ta ail reasonable, patriotic citîzens that
the election courts were îuever intended ta be used
as a political hunting-grouind. To use thue law for
political purposes, or for the arrangement aif'l sawv-
aifs" is ta abuse it. 13Y ail mecans let the law bc
used for putting down carrupt practices, but îve don't
suppose anybody says with a straight lace that that
is the purpose for îvhich it is bc ing used in many
canstituencics at the present time.1

I N is speech at the Sabbatli Scbool Canvention
last week Dr. I>atts is reportcd ta, have said-

He was surprised, when comung down tram 0Owen Sound
the other mornlng, upon apenîng the Globe tu> sec belore him
an address an Chrastîanity by the Attorney-General ai Ontario.
He hoped if thet tme ever came when Mr. Mowat ceased ta
bc Premier of Ontario that the Knox College people would
make humn a prafessor in îhealogy. If they did flot he was
sure that the Methodist Church would make him a local
preacher. The Hon. G. W. Ross had addressed this Canyon-
tion this mornîng, and he thought that that gentleman an hus
noble position cauld not tend bas talents ta, a better cause,
but when lbe read that article on Christianity by the Attorney-
General of Ontario tic saw in it clearness of thought ; he saw
an si abîlity and genius, but bebînd ail thîs he saw the glean-
ings of a pure Christian heart. "And, Conservative a- 1 am,"
said Dr. Potts, «"i feli lîke crying out 'Thank God at the
Hon. Oliver Mowat is Premier ai Ontario.' What other
country under the sun can mnake such a boast ?

Why be surprised, Doctar? No anc need be sur-
prised at the ability displayed in the lecture because
Mr. Movat has displayed as much or even more
ability in other directions a score af tîmes. The
scrupulously candid fair balancing ai arguments
is just the îvay Mr. Mowat used ta weîgh ant?
balance arguments on the Bench. The terse, clear,
clean-cut sentences are just the kind ai sentences
with which the Premier has rallied the electars ai
Ontaria for eighteen years. We tbink we knatv
wby thue cloquent Doctar vas surprised. Abuse ai
public men bas been sa shainefully cammon in Can-
ada for inany years that even shrewd Christians like
Dr. Potts are surprised when a public man shows
any "gleanings ai a pure Christian heart." Dr.
Potts may neverlbavc indulged in that kind ai dirt-
thrawing but sainu ai his hrethren are adepts at
the business.

THE SAB3A TH SCHOOL CONVVENTiON.

LAST week the Annual Convention of the
LOntario Sabbath Schboi Assaci.con cam-

pleted its labours at Brantford. The meetings were
very successiul tbroughaut. The attendance af
delegates was large, the subjects discussed were ai
practical importance, and there was an et,.dent
desire on the part of ail ta make the Convention
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profitable and heîpful ta the Sabbatb school cause.
This Association brings together earncst Sabbattb
schaoltvaorkcrs belanging ta the diflerent branches
ai the Evangelical Cliurch, forming a union that is
productive of much good. The cultivation ai a
spirit ai brothcrly kindness among those wlia differ
on minor matters remnoves prejudices and extends
rnutual respect, wvhite it unay not wvealen denomina-
tianal attachments. Cordial ca-aperation in practi.
cal Christian îvork is a mare pleasing sight than
controversial discussions, however brilliant. WVhite
it is cbeerfully nated that members ai other com-
munians taok an active and prominent part in the
proceedings, it is no less gratiiying ta notice that
Presbyterian bretbren gave evidence ai the deep
intcrcst thcy take in the religiaus training ai the
yauing. The veteran Sabbath school worker, Rev.
Johin McEwen, was there, and the younger men in
the ministry were also well represented. Mr. W. N.
Hossie, îvbo lias for :nany years been clasely identi-
fied with the wvork of Sabbath schools, had his
labours and îvartb fittingly recogîîiied by being
elected president ai the Association for i891. The
Han. Senatar Vidai took an active part in the pro-
cecdings, the Hon. G. W. Ross delivcred the open-
ing addrcss, and Mr. J. A. Paterson rendered good
service.

Several delegates ta the Pittsburg Convention
gave interesting accaunts af the impressions tbev
received, and others spoke ai the pragress muade i'n
extending the Sabbath school cause ini their respec-tive districts. At tbe meeting ai the Convention last
year it %vas~ stated that the yauth in the neîver
northern regians ai Ontario were mucb neglected.
The officers ai the Association bave not neglected
the complaints then made. Durîng the summer the
general secretary, accompanied by the Rcv. I. H.
Abrahamn, ai Burlington, made a tour ai the Mus-
kok-a regian for the purpose ai enquiring into the
truth ai the statemnents muade. By holding meet-
ings in a number ai places they îvere instrumental
in rousing înterest in the %vark among the settlers,
anid belping in promoting arganil.ation. This is
represcnted as highly necessary, since in the districts
whiere the Romnan Catholic Chiurch bas ntameraus
adherents there is complete arganizatian, white the
farces af evangelicai Protestantism are scattcred and
lacking in unity ai effort. It is recommended tbat
there should be a Sabbath scliaol missianary ap-
pointed, at least temporarily, in the Muskoka
region, under îvbose fastering care the Sabbath
school work might be consolidated and extended. It
is in contemplation ta hold a Sabbath School Can-
vention at Magnetaîvan in August next, for tht
Parry Sound district. In these effarts ta meet the
urgent dlaims af a region hitherto camparatively
neglected, the Association ought ta be able ta caunit
an the cordial support ai its members.

The work under the care af the Association has
during tht past year made gratifying pragress. Tht
statistical returns presented showed that there were
4,336 Sabbath schaols, an iticrease during the past
three years ai 437 ; 41,718 officers and teachers, an
increase ai 6,893, and 357,821 scholars, an increase
ai 65,43o. About one-fiftb ai the îvhole population
is found in the Sabbath schools, and a Sabbatb
scbool exîsts for every 5oa inhabitants. Tbe scbool
population oi Ontario, between five and tîventy-ane,
according ta the returns afi z 88, is6l5,353, ai wvhom
100,000 are estimated as Roman Catbolics, leaving
in round numbers î58,ooo Protestant youtbs ta
account for.

Delegates from tht United States were presenit
at tht Convention. Mr. Dransfield, ai Rochester,
and Mrs. Kennedy, ai Philadelphia, by their
addresses contributed much ta tht interest and pro-
fit ai tht meetings. Th(. last-named lady gave very
interesting illustrations ai haw the attention ai the
yaunger scholars migbt be secured by providing for
certain kinds ai abject lessons. The subjects ai
Temperance and Missions wcre earnestly discussed,
and tht mast effective methads ai enlisting tht ser-
vices ai tht yaung in these essential departments ai
Christian wark were strongly urged. Tht closing
address at thz Convention tvas delivered by the
Han. S. H. Blake, wvhose remarks were earnest, for-
cible and telling, and wthl fitted ta inspire Sabbath
school teachers and ail interested in tht moral and
spiritual training ai tht yaung. From tht Conven-
tion tht delegates will carry with tbem into their
respective fields of labour much af the instruction
and some ai tht enthusiasm whicb tht meeting at
Brantford was well fitted ta impart.

MR. MO WA T ON THE E VDENCES.

IN response ta an invitation by tht Societfy af
Christian Endeavour in Woodstock, thteHan.

Oliver Mowat delivered lately in Knox Cburch ai


