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opinions, his actions are cntitied to preat consideration from the
Almighty and should go far to give him acceptance. That his need
is not so great nor his case so dangerous, as to requirc atonement
by the shedding of blood, or a righteousness higher than his own,
that he is a lost and gwity creature as our Lord and His Aposties
{each, is a truth which he hears unwathnply, 1t scems to derogate
from his digmty It does not appear to do him justice. But the
Holy Spirit an His gtace teaches us this truth not to make man
think meanly «f lmmecll, or of the nature God has given m, not
to lower man, but *o Jead him out of his errors, and away from
wrong methads of seeking plory tor himself, and to open before
him the way to twe hgnty and glory, by the development of all
the bzauty and robleness of his human nature in the only way in
which this can be dane.  There 1s no need to aggravate man s condi
tion, to describe hiumn as worse than God describes him.  Lut at 15
needful in order to s true exaltation that he should fitst of all have
a true knowledge of hemself, that he should be taught that man can
only be glonfied as heis redecmed from the power of evil, as he is
dwelt in by the Sprrit of Jesus Christ, and 5o 1s brought mto umon
with God.  They by the knowledge of tod, and inthe ways of
God, by the path of ohedience ani humibity he will nse to the full
stature of his perf.cted humamty, and to the glory which 1s prepared
for him. To all this questinning then of the natural man, to thisap

arent anomaly 1n our relugion, ils sublime truths, its meagre ntual,
its Divine Saviour cluthed in appearances so lowly, ns exalting of
man to glory, and its humbhing of him on the way to glory, to an-
swer to explain we have this statement of our test, *‘ That no flesh
should glory in [is presence.”

In considenng the truth here set forth there is suggested for our
consideration in the first place, The tendency of the flesh to glory in
the presence of Gad  or the tendency af the natural man 1o rely upon
and gloty in his own ability and righteousness 1 the presence of God.
And in the second place, tlow this rendency of the flesh to glory in
His presence 1s opposed in God's method of redemption, or, tow
God secures to Himself the glory 1n the work of human redemption,

It is not necessary to define here the term Hesh with that pre-
cision which will meet every instance 1n which 1t is used. Because
in the passage before us it 16 used 1n an easly understuod and
goneral sense, and m=ans simply the crea'ure man n his fallen con
dition, as in 1 Peter1 24, whete weread, ¢ All flesh1s as grass,
and all the glory hereof as the flower of grass " The term, there-
fore, 15 1o be taken 1n a wide sense as signifying the creature man,
whether in his vnregenerate or regencrace condition.  For this ten-
dency of the flesh, like every other evil dispositinn of 1, 1s found n
man after, as well as before, his conversion. It 1s always true of
the children of God that *¢ the flesh lusteth aganst the spint, and
the spirit agamnst the flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other,
s0 that ye cannot do the things that ye would " {Gal. v. 17). lence
we find some of God's noblest servants, men and women distin-
guished for thewr services 1n the cause of Christ, and for their Chrs-
tian attainments, deploning even n their dying hours this tendency
of the flesh to scek a ground of confidence in works of thear own
rather than 1n their divine Saviaur, and their testimony cottesponds
with that of the apostle when he says : ** I know that in me, that is
in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing.” **He is not two persous,
but one, and in Him 1s this nature which 15 opposed to the divtne
Spuit 0 him, and so contanues to the end.” Hence l say the term
here includes the creature mann all s earthly relations and con
ditions. e 1s not to glory n the divine presence-—that 1s, 1s aot to
rob God of that glory which belongs to Hium alone.  Understand-
ing the words of the text in this sense, I remark, (1) That God
15 not oppesed to man, whom He has so richly endowedjwith mtel
lectual and other gifts, obtaiming glory from his fellow-men.  He
may be crowned with glory and honour and power at the hands
of {is fellow-men without offending aganst God, but un the con
trary with the accompanying favour and approval of his God. This
earthly glory we find the saints in all ages have had their share of.
Joseph reigned in honour amid the corruption and dolatry of
Egypt. Danicl rose to the sumnut of power amid the cortupt polt
ticians of pagan Babylun, and irom thesc distant days unward 1n the
bighest places of honour, on thrones of tlis world, 1n politics, 1n
arms, in art, 1 science, in Jiterature are found the servants of Jesus
Christ. And they are thus honoured because they excelled n all
the elements of a noble manhoul, and they excelled because they
sought the highest cxcellence. We cannot have t.0 strong a desire
to do our best for God and for man wherever our post or whatever
our work in life may be. And for those who do so there 15 always
(or at leastas a general rule) a throne of honour even in this hfe,
be it 1ower or higher.

Is is not, therefore, this principle of an honourable ambition to
be at the front in the work and in the battle of life, because that
is the point of difficulty, and the place that demands heroic quali-
ties and conduct, that is spoken of here. It 15 a spint and dis-
position quite distingt from that. The disposition spoken of here
is that which prompts man to place too high an estimate upon his
own worth and ability asa moral teing, which would lead him to
enter into the holy presence uf Gud in the pnde and impenitence
of his heart, and point to his self made nghteousness as though 1t
were of high value, and as though it were it to wear in the place
of the holiest, and among the holy inhabitants of heaven. Itisa
spitit which was not tirst exhibited in the flesh. It was found in the
angelic nature as well as 10 human nature. o far as we can learn
it is the same spint which prompted the nsurgent angels to detiant
war against the majesty of heaven, and through which they fell
from their high estate.  And 1t has appeared in man from the begin-
ning, and is conspicuous in every after step of us history. I has
been building its towers of Babel in every age. It has been hurhing
defiance at heaven in every form of idolatry. It has given birth to
every form f rebelliun against the Jdivine authority, and st has not
been unjustly descubed when  represented as willing rather ** to
retgn in hell than serve m heaven.”  We have a stuhing illustration
of it in the case of the King of Babylon, who said, when looking
forth on the creations of his power, ** Is not this great Babylon that
1 have made by the might of my power, and for the honour of my
majesty 2" That i: a very frank display of this proud spit, none
the less so Lecause made Ly une who knew httle of the true God.
But we do not nced to go so far back to tind 1t. It 1s seen every-
where to-day, as in other days. Christianity appreciates all human
progress, all tnumphs of art and science, and does always prompt
and lead man on to higher achievements, but does not omiit to give
God the glory . . )

* But this spirtt ignores God and points to this great Babylun of
modern civilizatinn with high laudations of man’s greatness and"m-
dependence, ** Thigtbat I have bult fur the might of my puwer,” as
though all this were done without God, as though to acknowledge
God as the source of all power, were tostake away from man’s .x;l«)ry.

The same spinit is inanifested in the infidelity and agnosticism of
the age. Let man apply his philosophy and lus social science, and
he will accomplish the regencration of society in 2 more rational
manner than can be done by teaching the doctrine of the cross and
the resurrection. Lzt us have a Gospel without a divine Christ, and
a Bible without 2 dwvine sprit inspiang t, and a world marching
heavenward without a presiding personal God, kept in its course by
law, the nations upon 1t governed only by law, while God is thrust
back so far behind law that He s not found at all—He 1s not known.
te is oot to have the glory 1u cre.tion orin redemption. The divine
is to give place to the buman, the Creator to the creature, and
world in which we shouid sce the glory of God shining round

about us in the heavens above, and in_the earth beneath, 1s regarded
as a world 10 which no trace is seen of the wisdom and glory of God,
and which 1s only the theatre in which the little creature man, ot the
great creature, as you choosc to regard him, 1s to display his power
and find his amusemcat. This world—so glorious a temple, not of

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

the living God, but of man.  From this same source arises also the
impatience and protest with which man receives God’s estimate of
him, and the readiness with which he substitutes his own works for
the nighteousncse revealed in the Gospel,

From this also that the error <2 widely spread, and so easly taken
up has arisen that man has or should have some share n the work
andiglory of procuring his own salvation. That man isin a safer
position, 1 more ratioral position, one that does more justice to him
when he places his reliance upon his own will, rather than upan the
will and purpase of God. “That it is a more rational and satisfying
doctrine that man should withdraw his hope from the sovereign grace
and purpase of God, who has given His Son for wan’s redemption,
and place it i lus own power ta take salvation when he pleases from
a God that is at s disposal.  These forms of error, and others of a
kindred nature, wherein man 1, exalted above (GGod, or his work is
substituted for that of Guod, are the offspring of ** the flesh ™ seeking
‘“to glory in this preseace’ and this spint is one which as it caused
strife among the disciples tn ¢ hrist’'s own presence, so is it 2 main
cause of the strfe and divisions that are found 1n the Chnistian Church
o day,  So iong asthis spnt rules i the heart, and an the church,
there can be no real unity among Chastians.  Only as we are enabled
to give due prominence and honour to the divine clement in the
chutrch, only as we ascribe all the glory » redemption to God alone,
and all the power of the church, and all the work which the church
has done, n ali the ages, and in every lani, and n cvery hfe to tHim
alnne, will the separate hranches be diawn closer together, until their
pride and their teaditions being swallowed up in love, and loyalty,
and consecration 'o their divine Redeemer, they find themselves to be
one. Made one by the «pirit of God. Made one because by exalting and
honouning Gud, they themselves are exalted above all self-secking and
are brought more into sympathy with the undivided church in heaven,
where there ispetlect unity of spitit  There the litle pedantries,
and paints of doctnine, in which men glory and for which they fight,
the baubles of human art and prde, which they now regard as part
of that church which is Gd's warkmanship, are no longer found.
The Soveteign Lord and King who alone is worthy ab.otbs the
devotinn of all hearts, an1 every crown 1s cast at s feet.

Whatever therefore inay be dnne by our church, or any other
branch of the Preshyterian Church 1n regard to our Confession of
Faith, a ircument that seems to some to be falling behind the re-
quirements of modern theology, and a document also which many
believe will stand a great deal of examination before any material
part of it 18 found to be out of date, or out of line with scripture, it is
to be hoped that this aspect of revealed truth which makes promiaent
the divine soveieignty will not to any extent be eliminated from it.
Standing on the high level to which 1t has ever helped to lift the
church, we may through honounng this truth, and keepiag it in the
foreftont of our teaching, rise to a clearer conc.ption of God's gracious
purposes toward men, and to the unfolding of a Gospel, which is
not narrow or lumited 1n 1ts world emhracing offers of mercy, but a
Gospel, which, because 1t gves glory to God, because it gives man
his true place, because 1t hfts high in all tts teaching the supremacy
of the eternal God, therefore hifts up along with that, the supremacy
of conscience, and of divine truth, and of divine worship, and of all
things divine, is therefore a Gospel fitted tobe a rallying point, a
place of meeting and umiting, of ali who lnve the Lord Jesus in sincerity.

It is no empty clatm that 1s made for this distinguishing feature of
our crecd, which men object to so much, and of our church teaching
in former days, that it trained up a generation of men and women,
whose lives were distingui hed for strong and noble qualities, who
were a people of reverent s,unt of patient endurance, and ot heroic
courage—who, when they en*ered nto conflict with kingsor pt pes,
did not give up the battle unnl they had obtained the victo 5 for
themselves and for the world - .und we can seck no higher honour for
our church, and our theology, and our creed than this, that it should
continue to sct in the forefront, and lift high before men the truth
that the gloiy of God s the end for which man was made, and for
which he is redeemed, and that ¢ind's gracious purpose 1 all His
tevelations of Ilis will is that mman may he redeemed from the power
of ewvil, and may be made holy, and have the perfect image of GGod
restored 1n him, and so be enabled to reach a height of glory, in-
fimtely far above anything he could attain to hy any method or
ambitions of hisown,  The Sovereign God, therefore, does not con
ceal but manifests lus love 1in making nghteovusness the hasis of all his
dealings with and for mankind.

But in the second place consider how this tendency of the
flesh to glory m lhs presence is opposed 1 God's method of
redemption, or how God secures to limself the glory io the
woik of humao redemption. And [ observe that this end is
secured by the pronmunence which God gives to His own sovereignty
in the method of redemption.  In the work of creation God de-
signed to show forth his glory.  The Church redeemed 1s repre
sented as casung their crowns before the throne, and saying,
* Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God to receive the glory
and the honour and the power; for Thou didst ceeate all thiogs and
because of Thy will, they were and are created ' while the church
on earth s taught to sing ** Al Thy works shall pratse Thee O Lord
and Thy saints shall bless Thee * (Ps. cxiv.10.}, while of man it is
satd ** 1 have created him for My glory, I have formed him, yea I
have made hin." Whatever theory of creation men may hold,
man himsell claims no part 1n it So 1n the work of redemp
tion 1t s the glory of Gnd that s the end, *“ The glory of
the Lord shall be revealed, and alt flesh shall sce it together ™
{Isa, xbks.}s **All Mine are thine, and thine are Mine, and
I am glonhed in them.” (Ino. \vit.10). It isto the praise of the
glory of lis grace wheremn he hath made us accepred tn the beloved.
¢ In whom having also believed ye were sealed with the Holy
spintt of promuse which 1s an earnest of our inheritance unto the re
dempuion of tiod's own possesston unto the praise of His glory.”
Amdan redemption asin creatson all 1s the work of God. It origin-
ates with Him, and it 1s revealed and bestowed by Him,  All that
man has to do, 1if 1t can be expreseed 1n one word, 18 to receive the
blesstngs which God 1n His free grace has prepared and previded for
hun  This truth 1s made prominent then i the manner of Christ's
comsng  We find that the whole mission and work of Christ was so
arranged that, tu the eyes of men, the weak things confounded the
mighty. The character and appearanc: of {esus Christ, the Messiah,
had been for ages before the Jews on the page of pre phecy, and al-
thuugh every feature of the Saviour when he appeared corresponded
with the lines 1nscribed by the Holy Spirit on the prophetic page,
yet the Jews could not recopmze their Messiah in the humble Galil-
lean, The lowly manner of His coming and of His life excited their
eamity, as much as His dactrine.  No trace of roval or heavenly
majesty was visible to them in the humble garb of Him of Nazareth,
who presented Himself to the world as its Teacher and Redeemer.
Whatever may draw followers to the cause of this Messiah it cannot
be the attraction of carthly vlory, or the hope of worldly honour,
Whoever recogni.es in Jesus Christ there Saviour must dismiss all car-
nal expectations, and joan themsclves to scorn and reproach. His
own chosen twelve were slow to learn this. Even James and John,
while the mind of their Lord was ~accupied with Hisapproaching death
were thinking of the scats of power and honour they might be clev.
ated ton Ihis kingdom, while there was adispute among the twelve
which of them should be accounted the greatest.  Their delusion
was, however, soon dispelled, and the great law of His kingdom was
wntten upon their hearts, that he that was greatest. among them
should be servant of all.  The career of Jesus Christ was one of
conquest, but how humiliating to His disciples were the conditions
of His victory. Power did lie under that humble exterior. He
did pot sweep obstacles from His path by the word of omnipotence,
as he could have done, yct no opposition has been able to stand be-
fore Him. He did not arrest the world Ly the manner in which he
set forth his cleims, *¢ His voice was not heard ini' 2 streets,” yet
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He has brought' it about that all nations how before ilim.
Threce years of thankless toil, of weary journeying, of patient suffer-
ing ; three years of privation, of frutless fabour, of dishonour and
teproach as the world would judge, and the infunate Jews crush His
cnterprise 1n death,  So they believed,  But was it so?  Did He nat
tise again from the dead? Ihid e not triumph over death and the
grave ? Has He not gained the throne? And in contrast to this
hopeless picture of His life work, this apparent defcat and baffling
of Hlis design, what shall we place? Surely results allogether too
great to attempt to descnibe.  Against the weak and ba.e appearance
of that life and work, we must place a world reconciled to God, and
the redemption of that innumerable throng that throughout etermity
fill the courts of heaven with their songe of victory - and inall this
mission and work of Christ there has been no room for the flesh to
glory. Through the garments of carthly humihation appears the
power of God. And all that he did, ani has been downg since, by
His lile and by, His suffering and death, attests that it is from begin-
ning to end the wark of God, and that the work has been donein a
way of (zod's own appomting.  In all this there is no room for the
flesh to glory  Again (2) the Divine Sovercignty is made prominent
in the work of the apostles.

\When they wete sent forth to preach the Gospel toa world sunk
in Paganicm, from a human point of view, their resources were quite
inadequate for the wotk. Yet in how short a time do we find John
writing to the churchesin Asia, while within the same time the people
of western Europe have been reached with the Gospel.  And wn that
short period the rehgion of the Roman Empire has been so weakened
and shaken by thisnew Gospel, that it must svon give way and pass
away before it. Ina very manifest manner the weak things have con-
founded the mighty, and these mighty changes that have taken place
have not been the work of man, but of the truth which God put into
the hands of man to he declared by him, and of the almighty Spirit
who accompanied the declaration of the truth with power. And so
the work olPHis disciples has gone on from age to age with like re-
sults, Jesus Christ, the crucificd, has by these humble and despised
instrumentalities subdued kingdoms under tlim, has brought to
nought the counsels of the wise.  He has taught ue how human hearts
are to be won, how human life 1s to be lifted up out of the depths of
heathen degradation, ard ennobled with a new spirit and clothed
with a new and Christ-like character. Ile has established for Him
self a name that is above every name. So that there is none spoken
of among men to be compared with Him, and no wark to be cunpared
with His work  And in all this great moral revolution that has been
going on through the ages, there has been no place 1in which man
could say that the ment of the work belonped to him.  Even all the
usefulness he had 1s an nstrument was of God. Nor has there been
any Jisposition on the part of His most honoured servants to make
that claim. His mightiest servants sit most lowly at Ilis feet. Aad
in the great day when all this work of man's throughout the ages

asses under review, when we stand with the adonng throng behold-
ing the spoits which Jesus Christ has taken from the nughty, then the
language of His highest and worthiest servants shall be, ** Not uato
us, O Lord, not unto us but unto Thy name gisc glory."

And further, thete is a stnking analogy between the method of te-
demption in its outward history, and its course 1n the spiritual life of
the people of God  As we have seen all through Chnst’s work in the
Church, little is made «f earthly agents or accompaniments, but
always the Divince is made prominent. Andso we find tha in the
message which the Gospel brings to man, he1s not approached as if
he desetved anything orGod. What the Gospel brings it brings in
the freeness of Divine grace to one who bas no claim an God.  His
carthly rank or position is not taken into account. The wide, em
bracing whosoever of the Gospel invitation sweeps all ranks and clas-
ses of mankind into one common conditiun, and the first step toward
the new kingdom 1s to recognize this truth, and the first confession of
the soul that recognises the truth 1s that of the king of old of whom 1
have before spoken - **1 who did aforetime honour and extol and
praise myself, now praise and extol and honour the King of Heaven,
all whose works are truth and His ways judgment, and those that
walk in pride he is able to abase. © There 1s no room anywhere 1n
the Gospel for the sinner’s pride.  He knows he has deserved noth-
ing. He knows he was dead spintually when the voice of divioe
power reached his soul : ¢ Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise {rom
the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.”"—(Eph. v. 14.) And the
instrument through which this message of life came has often been
one of no power in itself, one conspicuously weak, for example, as
the preaching of the Gospel. No cae will say that as that has been
done and is done, there is anything in it of power except in very rare
instances. And even when it has been dune 1n the best manner pos-
sible, done with all the highest gifts of oratory, it has not_in such
cases been conspicuously used in the work of conversion.  \We are not
encouraged to look for spiriwal results frum preaching thatis dis-
tinguished merely for eloquence, although there 1s abundant room for
a larger use of that kind of preaching in the churches of Christ. It
is not the intellectual power that is present, but the spiritual power
that1s present in it to which we are to ascribe any results 1t may pro-
duce. And we find that God is pleased to make use in many cases of
very simple and apparently weak insttuments to accomplish his mighty
ends. A captive maid may direct the proud Syrian to the healing
waters of the Jordan, A pole of any kind, rude and unpolished, as
well as one that has been varmished in colleges, may serve to hit up
the brazen serpent before the eyes of the wounded Israclites. Andas
the King Himself was pleased to enter Jecusalem riding upon an ass's
colt, so by humble instruments He makes His royal progress to the
throne of the sinner’s heart,  Again, His mode of carrying forward
His work 1s further seon tn the class of people He pathered round
Him as His first disciples. Not many mighty, not many noble are
called. So it has besn 1n the wider circles gathered in throughout
succeeding ages  Beginming s work among the Jowest strata of
society, he so reaches the aghest.  And unly by this method can the
world be regenerated.  Reformation must begin at the lowest point
of degradation.  If that be nut touched, all work on a higher level 1s
in vain. The world is leatning very slowly the method of Christ. To
follow Him in this is what 1s needed now. if we onlv knew how to do
it. He gathereth His jewels out of the dust. He raiseth up the poor
out of the dust.  His sovereign grace shineth in the hives recovered
from the haunts of stn, and hitteth the needy out of the dunghill, that
he may set him with princes, even with the pninces of his people,
The Church to-day spends tuo inuch ume on the respectable sinners,
and too little on thosec who most need her help.  These respectable
sinners can conlribute more largely tu her vecuniary revenues and
appear to contribute more 10 hee weight and influence before men,
bu the souls rescued from sin contribute more to her glory before God,
and add more to her real strength.  And only as she 15 filled more
with the spirit of her Master’s will, seeking only His glory, will she
lecarn how to do s work.  And this iethod of procedure does not
conflict with man’s interest, nor detract from His dignity Nor does
the Christian ever complamn that God has not sufficiently recognized
His dignity or merit, or that it was God whu made all the expendi-
ture necessary to secure llis salvation. Nor will those who have
given great gifts, or rendered great service to the cause of God, or
made great sacrifices, complain that theiwr services were undervalued.
Who may speak of the reward He has 1n store for is scrvants? He
will make a full display of the riches of His grace; he will make
manifest the value of the blood of Christ in the glory of the inherit-
ance prepared for His people.

Be it ours to fall in with -his method of the divine economy, plac-
ing ourselves at His disposal for His glory  Seeking to live in the
spitit of the chosen redeemed. Thine was the grace and Thine the
sacrifice, Thine be all the glory.

This subject, which our time has only permitted us to touch upon,
suggests some practical applications that are worthy of coaosideration.
f. And this first, that only that teaching which exalts and magnifics
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