
T14IE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

0botce Ziteratuire.
Bi' AZWA Y SI-E Z<NEýlIV NO?7.

lad his iatluer befone lin. 'T'le irst John had farni
thrce-cornened nook ai land, whliclu hall found a place am
the gray stanes scattened closeîy aven a certain part ai thet
coast that looks dowun upon ane ai the nnarauv bays settinu
from gtht Nantit Sei.

H-e must have been a strang man, tIis John, for on thi
,ofland lue iivcd antI labourcd for sixty years and niant, an(
it ha brouglit up, and then sent out, ta uiake a place for th
selves, ia uheir ownu, or ini other lanîds, Cive srrong sons
four fair daughters. And he hand sa bnougit ten up
neyer, as long as hie lived, did lhe, or any ane tIse, iear il
of son or daugluten ta cause hum ta bow us good gray I
before tht face aofnian.

Ont saun, neithen tht elest, nom the yatuugest, stiyedi
home. Finsu, lue had broken suants an ont ai tht great I
ways, wvhicli tiuey uere stretchiung ulraugb Scatland about
time. Then lue lcarncd to cnt anîd dness tlue gray granit
bis native huIts, and thea ta buld t nta luses, umder ano
muan' s tyt, and at another man's bidding. Alter a timur
icook lus tuma, frst as ovtnseer, and îluen as master-builder,
succeeded, and men began ta speak af inl as a risiog man,
onte'veil-ta-do in tuteuorld. AI] thus uas before he had
beyond middie tilt.

Then lie mraied a wuoman " niuch above hum," it 'vas5
but that xas a mistake. For thaugh 'Marion Sincair cain
a gaod stock, and lad al ber lit lmued lut a huome 'vell pli
and wch ipenislied, anuong folk -hua nighît bave thauglut th
selves, and n-haut others nigit lave tlîougbt ta bce
Beato's superians, yet no man or womnoa theni ailli.,

iglt ta look douvo on Johun Beaton. Ht staod fuan on bis,
feet, n a place wviicb bis on-n hand lad n-an. No step
bie even taken whch lue had needIed ta go back upan, nat
hi ever had cause ta cast don n ls etys before tht fac
man, because of any dotubtinh deed dont, or taIse word spo'

And Marion Sinclair, no longer in lier finst yauth, ri
'veil go a prondi and happy brude ta the home of a mnan
and stnang, far-seeung, bongest, and successil-one n-ha I
hem dtariy, as a 'vian af middle age mnay have, n-ho lu bis y
bas told imsei that lie lad neither uill nom time farn
sweet folly.

With al lis strong and sterling qualitues, bie uas regai
by tht world ln general,' as, pemhaps, a hutie liard tnad
opinioned. But le as neyer liard ta ter, or ta tht ont
-ha uas boru ta tbem. Ht exacte;'vliat vins bus dutl

-he resu of tht world, but lie %vas tiluu'ys soi. and yuelduuý
thbcm in ail tbings. Hae'vas pro&ud ai lus sucçess and -i
goad naine in tue cauntry-sbde, and hie offended saune ai il
who came in contact 'ith hlm by lctting buls prude un ait
ba tao plainly seen. But be %vas prauder tan of bus %v-ite
bis happy home, and ai bus young son, wtii whomi, to
'hought, no prince ;r ail the lauud couhd compare.

And so h 'vent wn- tIIn-uhim, tilI ane day tht end ci
sudde-nly. A braken batik, a liblhonoured naine, scathe
scamu ta soi-to hum amang tht res, -uho uvas, God kni
neithetutn dm-ed nom un tbougbt, guIty ai tht sun n-luch
broughu muin upon thousands.

Ht nuade a gillant stand for bis gaad name and bus
earucd fortune, and for bus fellw un- uieers ; but hie'vas an
unan by this timne, aud lbe ded ofit.

Mms. Beaton had neyer aIl lien]lit been a sroog n-o
and bad never uaeded ta think and act for henseit n tr
,circumsuances. She bad not tlue skill ta plan non the t src
ta executa, and it %vas toa late ta begîn noi-. But shîtc
endure, and she did soi with long patience; and thlu,-ug
face grcuv thin and white, she gave na signofa anger, or
,coulent, or af braig cdown under hem troubles, as all
littit 'vord had believcd she uould surely do.

Auid tht din and duuess af tht great tann lw'hichi
fîrst took .,einge for a tyile, she made a home for bier sou,
'vattd patiently ta sec n-bat bis youug sîrength mught do
tbem both, and 'ever, by word or look, made is struggle
standing rooim In the-crowd bander for hîtu, or lus dauly
appointrntnt n-anse ta bear.

Ht fougbt bis n-ay t standing room au las-staudingr
at a high dcskla a dark office, au work n-hich lie had
ta leam, and tvb'cb, ulougb bie liatbcd l, ha migbu
]earicd ta do n tume if mu had not ilfloorcd hum " fins.

IlMNother," hie cicd ana night la daspair, " let us get.a
from uthis place-anyn-heme, tyhere hena s room ta brcathc
tilî 'vork withî my hands as my fatber did befare nme. Ti
are stili sumeiy siones ta break somcwbeme up there iu thet r
We'll get ircsh ar au Jeast.*"

Sa,, %YShzut aword aof doubu aor of e\postuil.tion, siter
haste ta get eadv, n-huIethcy bad yeu the oteans of gouug,
ttty 'xent north together, whiere thcy touud, indeed, iresh
and for a timc hey fonnd nothinZ tise But Inesb air
sarnethung ta rejouce un, sunce lu bToughut hack lht <-nnur tr
lad's check and lgltcoed the beart ai the nither, and1
kepu up oan uutluers cannage as n-cii as might bc.

A chance to artam uaunbread, hat sgras al John tvr
and lu came au las:;- but mu 'vas dry bnead auiy for a 'vhile

IlWhat car. you do ? Aid n-bat are you w».Iiig ta q
said a man wlua '%vas thteaterseer ai omban mea, andW
Johin had sean seu'cral uunas au the place uvn itobs n-ami
-dont. John ansivccd.ý

I arn 'iliing ta do anyuluung. And 1 tiuk 1 could b
:stouts"

I hink 1 se yaîu said tht nin with a shmug.
CC I only 'ish 1 bad a chance ta show you. I this

-ngh even chip awa' ut cultung them, ta as gaad purpos
soma cof tho3a lads yondcr."

Il Hera, Saudy," saud tle averseer. I'Gmt thus lad
lhamam, and let hum tny fbus baud, for th fu ' thethibng

Thteuman augbed, but John lBeaton 'as lu tai-nesu.
minute bis coat 'vas aff, and hae set ta 'vomk 'ith a ivill.
nccdad a hint or two, and lhe got thern, with a littic b«
tbrown lan. Tht lad stuci. ta bis n-aik, and could, as bis f
said,1 "ldo no' hat ii." lHt bad. parhaps, nentad the i
ta do tfua uuork, sica ha could do iutlha îhought. and lhea
cauva ta cerne again iu the inmouuig.

Il e bat earned your shilling," said the averseer, wlien ih
'vas tune ta go, and ie lieid onc out ta John. Ht hamdly ex.

-. pected the lad ta take it, but he took if giadiy, and looked vit it,
tht mani thouglit, in a curiaus way.

k i;t tht first shilling yc eveu earuued ?» said be.
'lTie very first 1INMay 1 corme back to-ninrroivil
0, iy 1 gin ye ike ; but 1 shiould think that this is luardly

the kind o' vork ye're best fitted for."
IlOnt must take wliut one can get," said John
That ivas tht bcginuing. Hte'vent again, and as bands

liappened ta be scance at tite time, lie tvas kept on, and bis
'vages ivere raised as bus skili and bis steugth increased. By
and by lie tvas offened permanent îvomk on a uiîl ihiat %vas ta

id so be btuiit in a cotuntry place at sane distance. It %vauld take
led a1 mionthus ta build, and lie %would bc sure of îvomk for that tiune;
nong se lie toak li-,nother %vith hinu, and what louseiold stuff they
ituigl lnd left, and ived in a tiny oom iu a cottage fora îvhile.

ug n Not very far tram the neiv unil was Netherinuir, a quiet
bit ltace, olut af tht wvay, whiret tley might ive, they said ta ont

isbi anather, unknown and forgotten. And bere, aiter mxany
id on thauglits about it, they resolved ta make theseivcs a homîe
hein At thte end ai tht street au whicli staod the nissionar kirk
sand and manse, uas a striait bouse wbich lad once been af the bet-
that ter sort, btut which had been vacant for sorne tiuue, and bad
tiglit fallen inta disepair. The thatch was rotten and thtroof had
head patly fauta bi, but the founidation 'vas firm, and the 'vails

'veret tlicl and strong. This bouse John leased for seven ye-ans,
icar at a vemy smnall ent, and by lis ouvu strength, and skil, and

tigh- will, 'itît sorne lelp tram bis felloiv 'vorkmen, he made ai it
that stuchi a boause as ivas flot unwvrthy ai being a huome for lis

ite of mother ; and in it, wvlile lier son uent litre aud thent as lis
other %vork, caled bima, shlv~ed content.
e be Terrible as tht blow %vas 'vhich took- fin them litsband,
rand and faîher, and home, it maighît have been worse in the end had
iand John Beaton died a ruch man, bo saud some ai the lookers-
1 got on, wbo, lôni; befure théiaturne, had deciared that bus son,

having ail bis life long got more of bis own %vil[ ilian wvas gond
said, for hina, %vas in a fair vay ta became a"I spoiled laddie " at
Tec ai ast.
iaced Sane aid it wha envied tht lad, and ethers said t vbo
thein- laved hlm 'veil, and it is possible tiîat tbey ivere not far wurong
John in tht beliet. John the yotinger 'vas a " bonny lad," tall and
a a strong, sweet-teiipered and light-hearted, a fivaurute with ail.
;auvu But heouas open ta tenîptatian like tht rest af bis kind, evea
p lad more so tItan many, and not il ai tiose uuho gattuered round
r liat lîini in lis praperouus days 'vent of tht sort lkely ta influence
ice ai hlm for gond. Hteuent thouglu thie flrst years at thtetiniver-
oken. sity %vithont gettinz atuchu good tram it, it %vas said, He had
iîiglit disappointed bis father greatiy, as 'veil as bus teacliens ; but
i wise uhongh lie lad beer, foolush and idle, ho had not dsgracedoved bimself by anythiog beyond dleuess and foly. WVhether lie
youtb wvould have ganetîhîough the course 'ithout doing 'varse,
sucb uight bc qnestianed.

Tht chance 'vas not given hlm. His father died, and bu-
rded stead ai inheriting ivhat wuold bave been called 'vealth
self- among uhose who 'vert bis friends, ne found limstlf ptnn.less,
sen having bis auvn bread. and pos;sibly bis mathers also tae'vin.

fromi And seeing there 'vas gond stuif in the lad, bis mothers hclp-
îg ta lcssness and desolation niglut bc tht saving ai hlm, saud one
if bus af bis uother's humble friends.
tlîose Tbey lîad iiends-yes, many ai tbemn-but some ai theiu
t this bad suffereci. and had no poiver ta beip except %vith kund
and wonds. Otlr; who hadl thet-%%er ta belp had not the uill, or

ohus only the 'vili ta heliu un iheir î'vn ay. Others added ta their
affers advice Iiat conld net bc followcd, or thcy hurt the sort

came bearts of the lad and bis mutîer itb ords vhich uimpicd
! and censure on the dead, because he had not fareseen and prnvded

iotvs. against tht coming ai cvii days. And se, sceeng no bell)
i bad among " keuned folk," the twa went out, Ilnot kuo'ving whther

they tent,
'velI- lbey had gnnt aivay bravely enaugh, and even througb
nr aId the dark days wbicb came fist, ift cannot be said that tbey

quite iost htart or hope. As long as bis mother %vas content,
mnan, John told biimsclf, he did net came hat felI ta bim ta do or ta
ryung endure ; and as long as John uas tvail, and uithin reacb ai baud
ength or vouce, ut!'vas "'tiI uitb the mother. Itfivas not tiI! the first
:ould m-iuths 'vert aver that John's heant secmed ta fail. WVhen the
la hiermimli as finished, nstead ai going 'ith tht men ta other 'vork
r dis- in another direction, ho remnined in Nethemmuir, boping ta
I ber fnd something ta do in the neighbourhood, se that ho might

be near bis mother. Ht found enaugh ta do for a time in mak-
theY ing tht littie bouse a comiortable and even beautifual home for
and ber. Then he preparcd the ucgiected bit of ground around it

Io for fan a gardon, and tank pleasure in doing it. lu 'vas womk
le for tvhch he lked, and whuch lue kne'v hov ta do, but it put noîb-
edus- ng mto tht iamily purse, whuch uas getng lou, and sonne-

thing must be donc ta rcplcnish it.
raom Htetvorkcd for a fewv 'veks ln harvcst in the narroiv fields
1stll oi Peter Glchrist, and ta gond purpose, thnugh thte'vark 'vas
have ne'v ta hum and heonmade frinds with Peter bimseli, wbucb

was sometbung. But tht barvest 'vore over and 'vinter 'vas
awav cnuning on, and thon he wrotc ta Jamie Duon, bis first fricnd,
u. 1 sayung he uas now mady and willing te go 'vbercver ho sluould
re bc sent.
orth. But un bus heart ho kuew that for tht culy wvomk whicb 'vas

eft for hum ta do, hc .vas ucther rpady nom illing, nom for tht
male kund oi lIt whucb bt sa'v stretching a long, wveary way befame
and bhum.

h air, Ht could do -as bis father had done before hlm, ha told bis
if %vas uother cbterfully, and who had dont botter than ha ? But ta
n the humseli ha awned that thus uas ta be doubmcd. Ht could
tbeY never do a% bis father bad dont ; bhovis not the mari bis

father had beau, or ho could neyer have played tht fonil wtast-
nted, ng bus tune and losung bis opportunuuics. as ho bad donc.

1 Ht had bcen spolcd 'vtl softncss, with «dle days, and the
do'" pleasant tbngs ai lite, whîch he could net fai-get, and
t-bam vhîc.h, luke a 'vtaling, heo'vas un bus secret heatt langing for
k'vas stll. And aven bis father had nott'wan what men called suc-

casc, aud a fir footing among bis ithlouvs, tili tht hast part af
break bis lde %vas laven.

But his fathen hiad been content îhrougb aIl bis days as
ihey cama, and 'ith bis day's work and bis day's 'vages. And

ink 1 bis fathr bd tkna'n bis otvn streugth and could bide bis
se as lime. As for lis son, John tald himsehf that hao'vas ucîther

srong nom uise. Htekna'v, or ha faared -it this lima, ihat
your ouhy thet haught of his mattera-id ber nead ai hum kept him
. froni despaur.
lu a1 Ht callcd it despair, poor lad, not knowing whnt ha saîd.
Ht Tht dtpths oi despair came ta hlma with the thonglit ai eulist-

,anter ing as a commonn soldier, ta go a'vay and liva his ble with as
fritud little exociese ni bis own will as the muskcu ha camaed, and ta
Dower denth and n nayueless grave. Or it nmant ta sail away before
askcd the mast, a slave ta sorte tyu-auu who hcld tht powermofIdlui and

death, becatuse hc held the powcr of tht iasb. And it rnight
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hatve conte te one or other ot thesd jiossibilities with hinm, if
had not been for bis miother and lier necd of him.

For the dcad level of the life %vhicn hie saw st1retcbiiig ou
before bini seemed et'en 'vorse ta him than liat-the hlf
of ccascless, iillremunerated labour, the comip.antonship o
mecn grovri duli throughi a chiangeless routine ot toilsome day
or debased throughi ignorance or self-indulgence, a life andi
comipanionship with which lie nighr at last growv content, bc
ing no stronger or wiser than ailier mnen.

These 'vere dark days for the young nain. At last hie tool
his mather's gentty spoken words ot counsel ta heatt, Mr
opened the box in %vhiclisite had secrctly packed is college
books, and %vlicre they had laid hidden ail titis tirne. But dt
sighît of themi, and the associations tlîey called up, made hini
hcartsick and ashamed, and it %vas only by the exercise ai
strong seif-restraint that lie made hïuinslf pretcnd to take
soute unerest in thcm for lus rnother>s sakc. After this hie
fcil into the tvay of taking long walkes in ail directions, and did
a tutrn ofwvork, here and there as lie could get it, and gcncrally
came borne lhungry, and tired, and ready for bis bcd, se that
no reading could bc expected of hinm.

But the days were growing short, and tht dayk lhours inany
and long, and the miother heart "greîv vtae" for ber son
niauy a time. By and by snething happened.

It %vas a good thing for the iniister's Davie that John
Beaton 'vas 'vithiti sound af the vaices nt the Iad's terrified
companions the day that lie fell unto ',Burney's Plot," and it
%vas a goocl thing also for John. The littie lad %vas nearly
gant when lie was pulled out af the 'vater, and baving no
knowledge of bis home or namie, Eince lis young companmons
had takzen ta their betels as soon as they saw Davie safe, Jobn
took hl'im home to bis ntber, and together they did wbat
cotild bc done for bis help.

Thbis %vas the beginning. Davie was alloiwed ta (ail asteep
in Mrs. Beaton's bed, and in the gloamnirg, John carried him
bomne îvrapped ini a bianket, and tiien hie saw the imunîster and
his wvfe, and Marjorie. It was the beginning for John of
more than can 'vell bc told.

Hts manner of life froni that Lime %vas changed. Nat that
hie 'ent often te tbe nmanse at tlrst, though thue door %vas
aiways open ta hum, and a %velcome awvaiting bîm. But tbe
lieé lie saw there, the words tic heard, and the spirit tbat
sliowcd in all that %vas donc, or said, or planned, in great
things and in snial, came Ike a newî revelatuon ta hum; and the
more lie sawv and thouglit of it ail, the less hc tbought about
bis own hass, and bis changed lite, and bis unhopeful
prospects.

H-e had more days of leisure that winter ilian well pleascd
hum, but not onteaoftlieni was spent un wandering airnlcssly
abouti the dreary his. He haýdcomnpaýny, most days, whe.-cvcr
lie vent. If lie had not Robin or jack, there ivas always
Davie, wlîa seemed ta think hie hud a special dlaim upon him.
Davie bail not yet been promioted to a sent ini tht panish
school, but was beginning ta think himseif, at eight , too big a
boy for Mstress Jarnieson's mIle, since bie could say the
Catechismi frontî end ta end, prooifs, and petitions, and al.
WVth Davue trotting along at bis sude, John liad littie chance
for broodung. Besudes, lie bail taken ta bis books again, and
meant ta emplay bis leisure and mnake up for lost time if sncb
a thîung rnught be. It wvas not likely that he wvould have inuch
use for Latin or Logic lu the lite Iliat lay before him, he told
bumscf; but be rnight as well make tht most of the idle days,
aod kecep bus mind froru stagnation.

And lie bad less of leisure after a wvhiluŽ. It 'vas about this
time tbat he bail began ta try bis baud at the inaking of
"headstones " for the kirk-yard Chance put such work in bis
way, and beung ready of hand and quict, of eye, and hzving
long patience and nîuch need of a job, bie set tae vork with a
'vili. He did nnt succ-ed in pleasing hinseif, but he pleascd
bis employer, which answvered the purpase ; and lie did more
at the %vork, at odd t; es, îvhcn lie cotuld get nothing cise
ta do.

The lite which hie saw lived in tbe manse did something for
hum, and thte\Vord as it 'vas held forth in the littît kirk did
more : but that came long afterward. The uinister wvas the
busiest oflmen, enther antong bis books or amiong bis people,
or in bas garden, or bus ]and ; but lie was neyer toa busy for a
chieery %vord ta John, or for help or counsel ta any one wbo
netded them. And the same migbt be said of the minister's
wifte. Site %vas active and had enou-eh ta do nt home, but she
was glad ta luelp tliose who necdcd belp anywvhcre. She badl
good sense and good judgment, and %vas rcady with swtct
wvrds or sharp %vords as the case presented serned ta de-
mand. Shc %vas firm vrhcrc firmness seed ta be rtquircd,
but bad long patience and unfiling gcntlcncss in lber deahings
.vith the wcal, and even with the wilful ; and as the days
passed, John îool, heed af ber 'vords and îvays waith ever-
g-awving intercst.

She had not an easy li, but she had usnally firm healtb,
.and she bad a cheerful nature, and the pence of Gud wvas in
lier heart. Sa she " stood in lber lot"» strong and uuîafraid,
whatevcr mught befal.

She %vas a loving mother ta her sons, but ber rule 'as fimm
as wvell as gentle. There 'vas -te necd in that bouse ta appeal
ta the fatther's stronger 'vili, whcre obedience-,vas not prompily
giveut. ItL'vas a seiaus uatter indccd that nceded an appcal
ta their father. To the lads theur mathces word %vas law.
Not that the law 'vas not forgotten somtetimes, or even wilfully
brokcn ln Limes of strong temptatian. But confession af sins,
.hough riut alivays prompt, 'vas, un course af i trr, quite cer-
tain. She liad their confidence cntirehy. It %vas an unbappy
boy, indeed, wbo carricil about, for even a few days, a sinful or
sorroavfni secret bidden train bis mothcr.

In amnong thtse lads, John came as anathcr brother, and
Mm.Hume %vas kind and gracions in ber intercourse with

hlm. She 'vas faithiol also, and told hlm of faults and failings
whirh bus own motber ncver ,tck-nowledgcd, and helpcd hum
ta correct thcmn, as, even hait se secn them, bis a'vn motber
migbt have besititcd ta do. IL 'vas, indecd, a good day for
John wben the door of the manse 'vas apentd ta him.

(To bc contiiued~)

TIE Rcv. John MNeill, af Edinburgb, .ad ovcrfloiving
cangregations, wvhen bc preaebed at the DMetropolitan Taber-
nacle, for NIr. Spurgcon. Tbcrc 'vas an unusually large pro-
portion oi London Scots pr=snt, and the Regent Square
people attcnded in large numbers.

11; Dumbarton Presbylery, the refusai ta hecar Assembly
delegates on Foreign 'Missions, ut a former meeting, 'vasu
brougnt up, on motion bv Mr. King, that tht delegates bc
invited ta address thern. 74r. Xarr objectcd, and spokc on
principle, not out a! disrespect ta ibese deptuties. On a vote,


