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"THE INHLERITANCE 0F TUE SAINTS."

MR. EDîTOR-In a letter under the abave cap-
lion, signcd Il Presbyterian,"1 w<icli appcareci in tlhe
last ntimber of Tin, CA~NADsA iR1V~lN
find the iollowing:

In short, ailter dcnîh is Viradi6e, ilen aile restitrection,
then the second coming atour Lord, vlan reign3ovcr is re-
deerned.on the earth-a ncw earth, whîch (orever wll lie
enjoyed by min as hais inheritancc, and to enter thcn on
the useand enjoyrnn of those lîigh dignities af goverrnental
powcrs with which Gad in ilie bcginning cndowed ont irst
lather ini Paradise. If sncb dogmas, hlîcd and uttred tiy
members of the Toronto Presbytery, are IPresbyterian dloc-
trines, the sonner and wider tbey lire made known tlhc
bette,.

Now ! have io intention at prescrnt af discubbing
this. as secmns ta nie, untenablc doctrine wherc
Scripturc is praperly interprcted ; but 1 wish to jain
witis ' Iresbytcrian II in expressing a doubt whether
the doctrine is Presbytcrian, tisat is, in liarmany with
the Westminster Standards, and ta tbank hiu for leu.
ting the public lno w ulsat nsemrbcrs of the Toronsto
Prcsbytery are in tbc habit af uering thrni. IlAiter
death is l>aradise,"' Lnke XXiii. 4, 2 Cor. xii. 4, RCV.
ii. 7, cOmpared with Rev. xxil. 2, 14. Tlîcse arc the
oniy passages in the New Testament in whicli Para-
dise is spoken of. If thse text in Luke itnplies soine-
thing aller death, that in Corinthians has no snch tim-
plication, and that in Revelatian is certainiy ta bc
understaod of somiethinu alter tbe resurrectiosi and
the new beavcns and ncw carda. And yet an this is
fonnded the dogma tbat alter deatîs the cbildren af
God go ta Paradise ; as opposed ta the consisly-rc-
ceived opinion that dcath usîsers themi ino lisaven.
Is Paradibc, then, a place ; and a place différent froin
heaven ? Is it Abraham's bosoin (Luke xvi. 23) -a
kind af wvaiting place for satls, different froinihen-
yen ? If so, what af lost saiss? Is there a wait-
ing place for them %vhich is taot biell (Ltike xvi. 23) ?
A pnrgatory ? Arni I srossg in discussing here an
nnscripttiral recognition of a state of pr ition be-
tween deatb ak-d resurrection, bath for Christians and
sinners ? Let ta-, beware. The teacbing ai Scrip-
turc is explicit. IlThe Son of Man as in heavena"
(Acts iii. 21). Stephen saw Hinm there (Acts vit. 26,
also Heb. iv. 14). TIo depart froin ibis lire is ta be
îvib Christ ; absent froîn the body, -at home tt'ith the
Lord (2 Col'. V. 8), that is, in heaven where Jesus is.
iNany other passages teach that being tvith Christ is
being in heaven. Sa far for Scriptura. Now about
Presbyterian doctrine ? Tihe Shorter Catechisîn says,
question 37, IlThe sauls af believers at death do
iminediately passintoglory." The Larger Catechism
says, question 86, "Thie communaon in glary with
Christ, whicb the members ai tise ' invisible' Cbutrch
enjoy irnnediaily afier &-alh, is in that :heir souls
are then made perfect in baiiness, and r'ceived isto
the highIes. heavens, wbere they bebold the face ai
Gad in light and glory," etc. Na roani left hiere for
Paradise as soinetbing différent froni heave's. The
Confession says, chap. xxxii, IlAiter death, the seuls
of men [wbich neither die nor sleep] baving an imi-
mriral subsistence, immediately return to Gad who
gave theni. The sauls af the rigliteans, being tben
made perfect in holiness, are raceivcd ino the iiigh.
est heavens, wvhert they behold the face of God in
ligbt ansd glory . . . . Tie sanîs of the tvickcd are
cast int bell . . . . ilesides thesa twa places for
souis separated froni their bodies, the Scripturc ack-
nowledgeth nana.» That is, the Scripture does flot
teacls there is a paradise for sonîs after death, îvhich
is flot heaven ; or a pnrgatory, wbich is flot bell.
Clearly the dognia refarred te is cantrary to
Scripture, and is flot Presbyterian doctrine. Pity
then, that it shonld be " held and uttered by nîeîbers
ai the Tarante Presbytery."

B3ut perhaps IlPresbyterian I is tnt wcli informed
rcgarding these strange views. He says the order
is death, paradise, resurrection, second coming of
Christ, everlasting abode on cartda. But no place is
lcît for beavan ; unless the exercising af goverromen.
taI powers on earth, over tIhe lower animais, as given te
Adanm in Eden, or over the living nations af men
on the new eartb, be heaven. 13d-sides, most men-
saine premillenarians-beicve that the dead rise,
flot before, but aitheb coming ai Christ, and as a re-
suit ai it (i Cor. XV. 23, John vi. 40) tbat then the
blessed risen and cbanged saints Il shahl be caught up
ta meet the Lard in tbe air , and so shall we ever bc
witb the- Lord"I (i Thes. iv. 17). That is in heaven.
However, these are minor matters. I only wish ta
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utter a word ai caution rcgarding dogînas îvhicli are
not new, but have, aller full consideration, been re.
jected by thse Churcli ai God in limes past.

NIR. Etîî ion, Tliaîîks for yatir pitby editarials on
v'acanst charges and candidating andI calling. It

nigbit be easy te say tiare. things an this snbjcî, and
I doubt not but saine liard things ii bc saîd. and
jnstîy said toa. 1 [car saine anle %vitlla the sworcl of
Goliath in bis aile liand will caine out ai this cave
with suore than dtis skirt in (lhe allier.

If tais business svas scriptural onc litindred ycars
ago, wtt sartie of aur tisealogians coine forivard andi
show tisat it is scriptural nowP

If this business wvas tihe glary of tIhe Chtîrcls one
hundred yaars ago, "'lien tihe Statcf'slled thse crib, cani
it ha tise giory of the Church i :ow wliîîn tIhe crib is
filled front the otlier endi? By prayer a hast ai ardentî
yaung mnen enter otîr Cîsurcli at tise ane end, ansd,
by a colci îrocess of nsachinery, we starve out saine
and grinci out otîters at tIse atlier end.

The greatest thing ta be admireci in the whole
businsess is tise catin patience of the suiferers. Any
mari sili tell yau liant the inachinery of our Cîsurcs lias
lost us inucli, andi lîuianly speaking, tîseîe is anucîs
moie ta follow, andi yet no Ajax, D.D., or otherwise
wsilI seize this machinery and carry it off tIse cour'e.
Ministers suifer, vacant charges suifer andi settled
charges suifer nsost of ail. Sornie charges are glad Ia
give their pastors a holiday and nsoîîey tac ta gel thein
off for -a while, -Micawber like-ior in the meantiîne
they bave fresb blond, a gond attendance and msore
liberal collections on tise Sabbath. Holidays by aur
nsacbinery hecome a relief aIl round, and this is one
ai the best bbings it lias ever been knawn ta do.

Saisie ai aur suifering mainisters and %iicant cliarg< s
have ecclesiasîicailv teascd ta a>.ist. Il may fi.tr> te
said tiseir usefulness is dune. balaie ai aur seîîled
charges, and for that nialler aur scîîled nîinisters tan',
are Iaaking for relief. and thse ma-.hinery affards thlin
nanae. Lîke the boy an (lie barnirai detk, saie
think tbey liava stand about long enougb. Saine
settled charges wiîh plenty ofinoney backed îîp by
a gond deal ai Christianity boy off their pastars
Miecn the machincry faits, anîd, like tise chiai caplain,
svib a garent surai abtaîn tîseir freedoni ; but more
anaon.

CAL!IANG.

That calling is scriptural tnne in lais senses wiiî
dcny. Paul was called an bis wvay to Damascus.
Sncb a cati is a Isigisly scriptural cail. Paul neyer
danbted the genuincness of it hîînseli. Stîcli a cal]
was a snstaining power ta Paul ; and sncb are ail
genuine catis. This cal ivas recognized by tIse Pres-
byîery ai Antioch as genuine. This cal! %vas aitlitant
was thouglit necessary for ordination nt that anicient
tirne.

Thes Presbytery ai Antioch, wlicn they lad fasîed
and praycd and laid their hands an thern, sent
thein away. The gond people ai Seleucia and Sala-
mis did isat came with ana ai aur modern calîs, and
lay it on the table ai the Presbytary ai Amntî.

Perhaps neither Paul nor Barnabas land ever ana
af these formidlable documents presenîed t0 thaîin by
any of eut Churcli coutîrs. They may neyer hava
had the pleasure ai bearing hotv their talents wvere
jnst adapted for the congregations af Salencia and
Salamis respectively. IVe bave neyer even ieard
it mentiancd tisat Sergius Paulus, perbaps semae re-
mate cannection of the Apostie Paul, and deputy ai
the country, had anytbing ta do with ibis cati. His
naine is not mentioned as a cammissioner ta support
the cail befare the Presbytery ai Antiocb. In thase
days the Presbytery ai Arîtiocli miglît have tbaugbt
that tlîey ksie% as anuch about the talents and suitable.
ness ai Paul and Barnabas as tha gaod people ai Se-
leucia and Salami£ did.

If the Presbytery af Anticcl and flot given over its
pavers îiiey might very profitably judge af tise talents
and suiîableness ai saime ai aur minsisters wiîbant
charge or aur gradnating students, and send tbeni
away ta saine ai aur congragatiens ai Seleucia and
Salarmis. Tbey miglit do as much service fer tbe
Master in thus being sent awz.y as they render ta bhe
Master utîder aur niodern plan.

I suppose it depcnds a good deat an whal Sceu-
cia and Salamis woîsld say in the matter. And their
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say wili depend a good deal an tise place they hap.
pen 10 occupy an the map oi thse varid at the tume.
Shanid Seleuicia and Salamîis lie in Mtisloka tlîey svill
be very grateful ta the Presbytery ai Antioci for
seiiding tdsetai a P>aul and a Ilarnabas. And shonld
they happena ta lie fardiser sotîth an tIse înap I fear
aur motdern aise nad ivont îvauld prevalhl, and the
.action ai tise i>resbytery ai Antiocli wauid not be sus-
îained befare the next ineehing ai thse Synod at jeru-
salenai.

Tîsere svas no fanît iaund witis the lresbytery ntl
Antiocs wben thay ordainad and sent Pan!l and Bar-
nabas ta praach the Gospel in S5eleucia and Salamis.
This appaintment, witlsout any calling under our
nmodern plan, <lacs net appear te bave been an in-
%abiuofa thse rights af tîsese cangregatians. Fbey
appear ta liave snccedcd fairly well,a.nd noa great loss
"'as susîainad by bei ng -in happy ignorance ai the
plan nnwv generally adapted in aur Cburch.

That aur cangregations suifer v'ery materialty under
tIse uîresent moide ai seuîlemsent nanae tîll attempt ta
deny. Tlscy contiînue witliant pastoral aversigbt for
years, and the neighbauring cangregations being
'vell suppiied, the Iittcst survive. Strong charges be-
caisse weak and the tveak, die. 'rbaî tbey (ail te
abîaiîs a pastar lies in tise systeni and tnt in tbe
cangregatian.

Our cangregations tnt oqly find aur systeni slow,
but waorse stili they find it equally uncertain. Our
toavn cangreg;alîons nîay lare better, but it is no fauît ta
the great sîîass ai aur congregabians that a town is nat
beonsîng in their midst. The place they accupy on
tIse inap debars tîsem frani havîng a town, and the
nîachinery ai aur Clîurcb daprives thein frani baving
a pastar. Were they undar the cara ai the Presby-
tery ai Antiacb tlsîngs wouîd be différent. Pastars
wouId accupy thase charges casîtinuously. Many

Nvoare now wvandtring about with sai tia vagueness
ai uncertaiuiby would have hope revived by receiving
suisse definite %work te do for the Master, even if it tvas
as lisard as st 'vas remate. Young men alsa could be
found now as welI as tban, and ready ta bc sent te
snch charges, knovirsg tîsat in bis turn, the Presby-
tery ai Antiocb tvould cansider bis dlaims ta preacb
before C.Lsar at Ronme. It is questionable if aither
Paul or Barnabas svouid bave Iiked to-biave spent aU
their days w-tin the narraw bcnnds af eiîher Seleucia
or Salamis.

But bbc ciîy charges, when tiey bacame vacant,
hiava tîseir trials as tveîl as their waaker sf star charges
in tihe country. They search the land froni Dan ta
B3eersheba, and can find no.David ta refresh then and
make tbemr welI. The scbooîs ai Alaxandria and
Jerusaleni do not furnish the type ai a mnan tbey want.
They tao remain vacant for years, divide np ifibo fac-
tiens, and iany ai the mare devant connect with other
churches. Tbey tao lase iheir place and power and
in a great measure cease to becaîne centres ai in-

fluence for good in tîseir respective cities. The Pres-
bytery af Antioch, being NveiA acquainted ivith ail
the aposties, wouîd hava sent theni a son of thunder
at once. Drno.

THE SECOND COMING.

M.EDITOP.-! bave just read your issue ai the
i4th uit., ia îvbich appears the thîrd article an
the second conîîng ai Christ. This is a subject which
aittimes occupses my own niînd. The Bible is full ai
i, bath the OId and the New Tesbamecnt. I bave
set'cral tintîes put the question ta niinisters ai varions
Protestant denominatians, Why they scarceiy avar
touch it in their sermons ? Their..answers have gener-
aliy been, bhat Ibere wera sucb différences ai opinion
on the subjcct and that it was flot vary essential."
Such excuses for flot preaching ibis part af the Word
have neyer satisfied me. Aîthaugb a layman, and
malang na prcîenseons ta knaw anytbing beyand what
is plainly writben, it appears very evîdant te me that
"Berean," instead of casting liglit on the subject bas

ta my nsînd made it stilî mare mysteriaus. The fourtb
ofi st Thessalanians, takecn in connectian wvuth the
twcntietb ai Revelatiers, is te my mind very clear that
Christ's scoand coming for Hîs saints, 'who are ta reigna
%vith hlm n,o years previeus ta the rest ai the dead
being raised, and the great white ibrone judgment, are
two distinct, yes, vary distinct, evenbs. Sucb a sub-
ject shouîd neyer be made one ai centroversy but ai
prayer. A PRpsI3yTERiA&N.

Ne-a Westininster, B. C.


