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Thens why laisent tîteir absence
Fmonm ibis %ad woctd of woe?

Wliy Juuige ste Masser haishly
Bccausc 'lis ordeîed se I

Fax bettr thus ta have ciet,
Saise in the rmainms aliec'e,

Sale la tht armns cf Jesus,
lilesi by hi, boiy love.

For Il- will keep them %atel-,
Ilis pramise is ).Our stay,

TMien asic tht Fatlier, in Ilis flanc,
hIe cii nat Say)-ou na>.-

Ask for the laith andi)tinc
As needîul for the tmm,

That Vou nîay join tht chilten
In Vomdrr bits3ful chime.

For Tilt CAZADA itsby7USAN.

TUF. CA'APE ON THE DOOR.

DY' RUN. J. A. R. DICKSON, Bt.D.

On tht wide rieaîs cf the Aiuîcracan Continceut, in
evexy ciîy and towa and hamiet, tht crape on tht
door is acccpted as the symbal cf meurning. It tells
the passer-by thuat dcath bas entcred the dvellbng, iind

t .a ttpecious dust cf tht dear ane ts net yct con-
signed te us iast re"'î place. Evcr ont respects
tht symbol , and brealhes a sympaîbettL prayer for
tht bercaved, chat tbey nuay be suppartcd mn their soe
trial, and bave tht presence cf thue, Coniforter ta sanL-
tify thei- affliction, and niake it work eut fer ihem
some spiritual and enduring gaod. Il prenches a
practical and paverfal sermon, as it droops lterie,
threugh the livc.laag, bus yday and thxough tht silent
%vatches cf chec ni 'Ilt. ?tisocmaizes tht hicart, i
sobers the mind, it aliys ta soine measure the It% et of
life, it prejedis ies the midst cf ils wiid delirium
uicting tloaghîs, ith lays an arrts, on tht giddy
tloughtlessness in whichi mcn are twh!rlcd on, heed-

!ess cf higher ccnsiderations thars those cf gain or
glary, it spcaks as did the monitor cf Philip of Mlace-
don - " Remenîber lisau art but menaIt."

Sad as tht symbol is, it bas sacrcd uses and saisi
tary effects.

MVens tht crape is on tht dossr it tells tus tbat Christ
has couic te the home as a visitant. He bas "ltht
k-eys of hell aad cf death " tRev. i. iS>. Hîs îs the
poiver cf hileand death. Ne scul cakes sis flîght wvth-
eut the going forct cf His command. W'batcver the
secondai-y causes may be, Bis wiii is xcv caled in them,
and tbrough ibctn, for the removal cf tht loved ont.
I is wchl for us te pcsstss car minds îvith this
îbeagbî, Christ jesus is bcar1 ig tht symbal cf p-,w~er,
"tht kty," and it is tht power cf demis. Death gees
fertb, thierefare, tomm&5.bianed by lisi taex ciute
i-is will toucbing ail the %ons cf men. Il Is ihere
flot an appointed lune te mani jupon carîh ?"II "Au
tht days cf myappointed lime will 1 wai: till my change
couic" (job vit, s, 14). Se job recegnizes tht fact
chat anotber \Villi s at work in his fl. That WVmll
gave it bcgiaaing, and it shali b.mg it te a close.
Who by taking thoaglit cars add one day te his age ?
Whca our Lord tarais the key in tht teck cf aay fiife
ils earthiy and tinse-tcrm closes, and ils etcrnity be-
gins. There is. ne chance in stet universe. Law,.
,vhich is oahy attacher name for persnunal will execut-
ing iîself, reigns everywhtre. Ail is under oar Lord's
hand. Ht ;, Il Head over aIl things " (Eph. i. _,2' ).

Il efwýei s given unte 1'imn in hecavens, and upon
earth' (Matt. xxviii. 18). Hence, whea tht angel
with tht veiled face coes te catih an>' cf or leved
ones av-ay, il is tht wiih cf Jesus Christ that he is
^crng mueo cffcct, beýthe seconda-y caisses at wcjrk

whî hey may. There is ne tnent hap ln humant
fle ; ne chance ! ne chance I Let ty' assure ou-

ME1 *'UT772 ONES"1 IfV Arg.4VJEA

IOfaucli li the ingdons of God.'-.%fsrk 5. q<.
Sufr the Il"itie onsilt corne,

IFauld chéri net'" lie crled:
Then look lisen In I, ihtly armis

Ants bicsseil titein, as lie slghed. -
Fur lie laved sime little citildxeui,

And It ricî'ed film much tu tinc
That, In 1Ils, cwn disciples,

Wichl seee ta le unkinci.

'ses, le was teaily angered
Titis ntîek and iawiy Fticnti,

lic was thlnklngaliecnel
hi -cbsiiaulidls work attend,

0f ste miiiions'safé In gloxy,
In the gacciiy tinie tu c<'trc.Trht chldrLn l Juinlnc': In the satir
To àhotit the ilarves-Illane 1

0f such the ile'sed icingdamn t,
Of such the hap>py tbrcng

Ttiat co'&n the hcavetsly mansions
And dlng that sws-eest sott,

Sang cft' oyangels,
Tt samethtýy hecard whuile litre,

Wben tieothers sang the iuhlalîy
Timeit darling baties te chcer.

selves cf lilat. Sudl a *tboufliî laking lîold cf Our
inis ivili do tuîuch te reti- ave mny exceedingiy

troublesonie tbouglits, inan>. vexatieus regrets, aye,
more, nany rebellions upi Iflmngs cf spirit againsi God.
Itl prepare us te receive the gccd, the spiritual
gift le intnîcds t impart te us in rnitîg in this
way. Wc nced net shtut cur cycs te tise fact timat
tiîrough the ministry of death îîîany blessîngs couic
Ie nmen. hl 'as tht demtiu af Robcrt M. Ml.Cheynce's
cidcst brother, David, whîch lie regarded as Il Ille
event whiclh awoke film frein tht sleep cf nature and
brougbt in the flrst beamn of divine iigit iet lis seuf."
And, as Dr. Atîdrcw hionar truly observes, Il By titt
providence the Lord was rualliug nte seul te enjoy
stetircasures of gracc, v.-hilc Hc took the ailier ins
the possession cf gicr>'." Wssluen J>iiip Helnry lest
is cîciest son, lic took bis loss sort te hicart ; se

unuclu se thuat, limk inany in tire saisie circumisices,
ho thtouglut mare cf luis own comuîfort chars cf God's ili
in thetrmaîter. Many years aller ibis great afllititîo
be ivas ivont te say that, at tchat cimes lue appliedl ta
h'unsclf, but tee sensib>', cinst Scri pturc, Lanu. ii. t,
I 1am the muari tiat flash seemi affliction." And liue

wa%-nld say Ic bis friends tmpon such occasions,
Il Loscis think thiey miay liuvc leave te speak , but
tht>' must have a care %%-hat ihuey say, lebt, speakmng
ammss te Gad's dishuonour, they make %%urk for repen-
tance, andI slied tears that must be %%ept o% er agaîn.'
H-is prayer under ibis providence was, "«Showv nie,
Lord, show nie wberefore Thou contcndcst with tne;
bave 1 cver-boasied, over-loved, over-prized ?

Richard Knili passedi îhrougli the saine expeimence.
Bis diary bas mn ilt flus record cf sanctiled affliction,
Il Rose ibis morning ai five, and repaired te mny dear-
est Julia. Aller 1 had kissed ber sweet forelicad and
ber ciav.cold purpie lips, 1 teck tice- dear bands in
iite ; and my seul at ibis moment received unspcak.

able cemifort. For, 1 tboaght, iluis hand îvthi neyer bc
lified up againsi God, this licart ivill neyer indulge a
thauglut coaîrary te His boiy will, ibis silent longue
wili neyer tler a word cf rebeilien, nom shahl the
littie fecet ever be found in the broad rond thmat leads
te death ! h canot describle hoîv happy 1 feit at the
tbaught cf thuis, whlith luets roicd dcwail my clmtek
îvith ail tht tender crantions cf a fond fâchuer. 1
than.-ec Gad and teck courage, and, bastening te my)
%vife, related te bier hlow tht Lord Ihad conmlorted nme.
S ie aise was greatly ccnsoledi and ue prayed tri-
gether for tht Lord tri help us througli ihe day."

MNr. Knill prcached bier funeral sermon froni the
words, IlDe yc aise ready," desiring in bis listari chat
some cnt niigmt be led te say : ilFrom the death af
Julia Knill 1 date rny spiritual fle!" This %%as on

Mth1,82.On Augusite so o the sane ycai,
ive have this cnt-y .i M), prayer bas been answeredi
dear M. H. bas told mre ibis day chat this sermon
ivas biessed te lier seul, and brauglit ber te give bier-
self up te tht Lord. Thus, my God and Fatber bas
given me another daughter." Anoîluer entry is made
or. Sepiember 23 1827, Il %r. D. tlId, me bie aisoe îas
aise mmpresscd by its sermon. Hc" gouil are .111
His ways ! "

Dots not deatb bring us inte the presence cf the
Divine in a very sensible îvay? Thenve feel deeply
thazt Ont who is mighly, in w~hose ba-d out- life is, us
rcvealing Hlimself te us. and spcaking tu uis, and
causing us te know that H;s han d as up un us.

Then tht claîîds arc withdmawa chat bide the un-
scea fmcm us. and it is givea te us te hock into tht
spiritual îvorld for a litsîle. Thea"e sec thenîcarness
of eternity, andin itsight the eaiptinnts of aIl tarthly
glory. Then 've leara tht preciousnsess, tht extecd-
ing prtciousness, af spir.tual kacwhcdgc, 5piritual Ilfe,
spiritual things. Mien, tu, ot failt i Gtud,' b.îre
word cf promise is tested as it neyer "-as beferc. It
is se bard te rise above tht loved fa that ive look
siplo te the spirit that we cannot sec, and thtnk cf it
apart fron its flcshly garmtai. Thçn, tees, we licar
wa.h filer mcaning the mords cf the Master, - Occupy
tilt 1 core." Ait, in the valley cf tht shadaî "te
are ';Ike tl.ose wbo go dowa into deep, dari, pits and,
looking up, set tht starE, even thoagli it bc broad
dayliglit upon the earth. It is givea te us te learn
much ta these circumstances. Is bie net a stock or a
colle te cruon ne serloas, soiemas, scarching thoagbt
iames si such a time? Then the hcart sb broken,
and thet houghts diverted ies ncw thanneis, tund a
new influeact poured inta tht '1Je -a transforming
influence-cnt that tnak'es ail tht future life mare de-
voted or mort debased, as it lifts it up te strength or
iawcrs it te bardness and rebelimous thouglits.

One of the wveightiest tespansibilties any gcad man
has is tu speak, a buitable nord at, suc.h a time. %%Vh.t
elsdomn i nced*, whnt gzrace il demands! There is
a beautiful incident in tht hIce cf Dr. Chalmers which
ihlustrats this. 1%i-. Edic wrotetc Mr-. Paterson witb
reference te a brother who died after Dr. Chalners'
rernoval froni Kilmaay, 1'You iccollect my brother
Dai .d's lengîhcned iliness,.amîd tht great kindntss Dr.
Chaimers showed him on bis dethbed, oifiers conver-
sing and prayin,- -wiîh Isim. Ont day, a(ter visiting

hm, I walked eut witb Dr. Chaimers, stihi îaiking cf
ni> brcîhcr's spiritual state, he made a sudden hait,
and, holding up bis staff in bis band, said with
îvarmtb: ilHow consehing tht thought that your bro-
thier will be a monument cf divine gi-ace te ai eter-

nt "Tiîerc is ne iaoseness li s'tch utterance, nt)
fl ucenlt, flippant cant. Il is a grand thougit to cast it
site deptis of a sorrowing llcart-i';bough that wiii
act like ste brandi cast ies the wnters cf Marah. It
wiIi swec1an the saul nnd giadden the lifc-niaking
both strong with a scient, C bristinn idea.

Ufit isdifficuit, tospeak aword te thie bereaved, what
shahi iv say of writing a lcttcr-somcetbing tint en-
dures. That is a far muwre trying tsask. Yet somce
ha% c succecded in il far bcyond atiers. Take Dr.
C.audius Bluchanan as an instance. His letters ta the
bcrcan'ed arc singuiarly apprcpriatc and exc'ellent.
lic litd a special gift for that ministry. I catonly give

*a sentence or two (roin sortie cf lus letters, yct they
wiii showv bis gracious tact. I b ad no thougits of
writing te yots ax titis finie ibut 1 lave ncws fer you
frotcuicavcn. Your bcioved E. bas fouglit the goed
fiRht ; lie bas finisicd bis course, and kcpt the Pfaitb.
H is spirit teck ils fliglit at 1wcivc o'ciock....
Such, îny dear madam, bans beenl the huappy death of
your son. Vo'u arc a happy moîher-to bave luad sttch
a son. Hc has left si noble testimuîony te thc Gospel in
titis place., and his incinory ivili bc lonug chcrished b>
mans y," etc.

Il You wili rejoice to litar that, Mihen site 'vas pre-
paring te icavc Indt;t, ste cotxsidcred bcrscif as pre-
paring for anoîher and better ccuntry chais Lngland.'
Il is îworth mnUch1 te i>e able to Lotît fart tire bereavcd,
and it needs a lbeart tlmarougl>l tn symipatby %vith the
gra ciousiîcss cf Christ, tuid filied with ste revciation
of God. At such a stuec character tells, for eut ofthc
abtndatîcc of ste iîeart site inotth slpcaketh.
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't'lie grent hueart cf the ivorid is just, and turtiing
frrm the ignorant and rancorous nien wbo fight with
the poisoned wcaiîans cf savages or slaves, 1 cry
acrusb the ages te the tntglit> ::pirits cf the Christian
centuries, 'Iiat think yc cf Christ ?"* Tht pres,
led b>' thc great Florentine, the nmani of sad, flne
spirit, of face se beautiful, yet se foui of wondrouu
thouughî, %vlit tnagrned tire strange circles of the In'i
ferno," andi yct saw as mn openi vision the celestial
il Motnt cf Li1,ht , " i!ie Chaucer, tn bis <luamnt
Engiisi guise, anud Shakespeare, ilFant-y's sweetesî
cbild," and M'ilton, %%os bse oice liad a sound as cf the
sea, and Cowper and Coleridge and ýVordsworth,
and muîany anttaher brigbît spirit foliowing in tbic
train -nakeanswer. "e v.is the seul cfour poctry,
our inspiration and our ioy.1"

"Wluat, think ye cf Christ. ' ie ask the mien of
tluougbt, and utit cf the Mtiddtpe Ages xîbu %lie br-ool-
men, whose nîtiglt> intcllcc.îs made lmght in tas dark-
ness, tire fouinders cf modern piosopby, Descartes
and Bacon and I.uike, the foremobt mids cf the
eigbteentu cpntury, the century cf utubeltef, Letbnîtz
asnd ýNewton, and Berkeley and Kant,; the thinkers,
tot, chat in 51sect inteiictu.,i force transcend ail the
aibet men cf thiz, o f -uns.-tuus c ,sclomn, bcheil-
ing and Hegel ; and tbcy altogether ccnfess and
acknowledge ilthe Christ stands alone, pre-eminent,
oniy Son cf God among unen."1

Il \hat thinl, ye of Christ i vie ask, great p'nlan-
tliropists, the men %che have miade out laits kmndlmer
%%hile mure just te the Ltiininal, our prtsons more
wholesome wbtle more deterient cf crime, whe bave
acconiplishcd thic liberation cf the slave, who have
made us conscious cf car duties te savage people
abroad and te eut lapsed .it home, the men wbo mn
these centutries have been the forcnîost un doing good
and in guiding ta nobleness the mind of man ; and
B3ernard and Franttb of Assibt, John Howard and
Mrs. Fry, Wilberforce and Livingstone, surroutided
by the noble band of all our good Samaritans,-answcr
wtth one accord : Il Vîtlîeut Hîm we should have
been without aur inspiration and aur strength, the
love of tnani and the liatred of wreng, that have con-
straitrd us to outxa -'

'lWhat tbinl, ye of Christ? %%e cry te the great
masters of music and sang, %vlo bave woven fer us
the divine speech cf the oratorio, and filled the ear
with harmonies grander chan any nature bas known.;
and they for ans%.cr but bid us rend -tht naines of
tbeit bupreme %varks, " Nles5iah, "lSt. Paul," IlRt.
demp!ion,- and knaw chat but for Christ, the one, art
in'%whicli *e modern bas fax trainscetided the anctent
worid had neyer bern.

"lWbat tbink ye cf Christ?" Ask painters who
bave mîade tbe canvas lire with their idcals of love
and biolinebs, pîty and suifenng ; the sculptors whn
have chiselled tht sbapeless marbie into forins se
noble as te nccd only speech te be the ltving man
made perfect , and their great leaders, froni famed
Giotto t.hrough Fra Angelico te Angelo and Raphaci,
te Rembrandt an-d Rubens, s-tnd forth thst respouse;-,'
IlHe has been the saul cf aur art, our dreami by nigbî,
car joy by day ; te siaint Il,î unworthtly wcre the hmgh-
est, tbeugb, alas '.rirast hopeless, feat;of man."

0, yes ; Thou Christ the Redeemer, Son cf God,
yet Son cf mnan, stand forth tn Thy serene and giori-
eus poecr, leader of our progress, author oIall Our
geod, ideal and inspiration cf ail our right and right-
teosusness, and reign ever the hearts an d in ste lives
of mea !-Ptitci,*l Fairbairi.


