
NOTES 0P THE È) VEEK.

rTl'e Quee's return from Mentone is announced by
C'Ic telegraphjc despatches.

"lie President of the British American Business Col-
ege aurlualîy presents a gold medal to the student who
o the lfost accurately kept and best-written set

0f jo5 and a silver medal to the student who bas
n1adt the greatest improvement in penmanship. This
Year the gold medal was awarded to Mr. W. S. Gage,
arid the silver mnedal to Mr. J. Creery. The judges
were Mýr- .sB. Harman, City Treasurer, and Presi-
de"' Of the Instjtute of Accountants; and Mr. W. H.

t4iSecretary of the same body.

'~aborgne of Australia are dying off very ra-
P'l.The annual report of the Ramahyuck Mission

of the Moravians states that the census returns of the

P'joyshow that the natives have decreased ini ten
Y from 1,330 to 768. It says that this decrease is

80pparent at the stations, from the fact that
Ilr Cer onstant accessions by those who have wan-

ji f rom different parts of the country ; but there
ery indication that the future decrease at the

'o~~l be much greater. 0f the seven infants
the Past year, ail but tbree, despite the utmost

l'a:rfuiet

Uil text of the Rev. Dr. jenkins' letter, from
fu Ie gave an extract two weeks ago, will be

tLdiithe March number of the IlPresbyterian Re-
ft)Or whicb publication it was originally written.

ci 'ha
"Rc Peued to miss seeing that number of the

*hc and took the extract from some newspaper

t 0f it. On the strengtb of internai evidence, we
Iras Iritten to Ila friend in Montreal " -a state-

s tWhich we now flnd was perfectly correct as far
0f nt but somewhat misleading on account
't idCfniteness.

4Ce N to a recent report of the French Min-

DlPubli c Instruction to the President of the Re-
Xst o the total amount spent in France since June
1entfOr new scbool buildings and the improve-

Of Old ones, is 207,830,969 francs. 0f this
ou )the State contributed 74,457,8o6, the depart-

ftar4s 6 91,736 francs, the communes 126,411,427
b to1 20,83o969francs, or say, $41,566,194.

QII iatoryeucto law will require the erection
4 1 01 in almost every department of France.

tu edditioai UMOf $25,000,000 Will hardly suffice
aCO111date al children of school age.

a re tuaisté churches in London and vicinity
tabe tedil Y increasing, as appears from the annual
90 oftatistics. Somne tbirty-seven churches out of

r use euicbaristic vestments, against fourteen
Celse t year there were thirty-five. Ten use
. agai115t eight in 1869 and eleven last year ;artj 1 n ave altar-iights, whereas thirty-six had

il 8 ot-iehave candies on the altar,tàtu 20 a'stseventy-four in 1874, the Ileastward
11b.0r18Staken. The gain the past year in the

4v, rdof Churches is twenty. Forty-six churches
319 hail 0Oraruion, and 476 have surpliced choirs.

haefree Seats.

rproPOsed remedies for'Irish troubles, the
3ri Leader"Y says:-.'"Even Mr. Goldwin
ging beartily in for coercion, and for more of
ýeiVIng, as he does, that it is absolutely neces-
1 «the savage clansman is worked out of the
es haracter.1 But is this really the element

"es the trouble? The Scottisb Highlander
ýblY quite as mucb, if flot more, of the clans-
ln1 his character as the Hibernian CeIt, and
r0 slich fleed of working it out in bis case.
Because lie bas been liberated from the bond-
>0K1ish priestcraft. It is strànge that even
courage like Mr. Goldwin Smith shoudjbe
Sadmnit a fact that is clearly demonstrated to
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anyone who will simply compare Ulster with the rest
of Ireland."

MR. SPURGEON opens bis magazine this month
witb an apology. "We could flot postpone the afflic-
tion,"' he says, "lor we would have had the magazine
flrst, aA«d the gout afterwards; but the sickness way-
laid us, and stopped us just when the hour for labour
had arrived."l He bas been obliged to cancel al bis
engagements. "IFor some time," lie writes, "lbefore
we were taken iii, it was a daily burden to refuse al
sorts of applications, presented either in writing or by
deputations. Tbose who could not possibly write
their business, and therefore forced an interview ;
those who waylaid us at odd corners and inconvenient
times ; those who bored us witb twenty requests to do
the saine tbing wben we told them that it was flot
possible, have our ricbest blessing for the chastise-
ment whicb they alone have brought upon us."

AT the monthly meeting of the Executive Corn-
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Good Templars of
England, held at Birmingham, a copy of the following
resolution was directed to be sent to Mr. Tennyson :
IlResolved,-That this Executive of the Grand Lodge
of England of Good Templars observes with regret
that the Poet Laureate's new national song invites to
repeated drinking as expressive alike of loyalty,
patriotism and freedom, thus pandering to a fast-
decaying convivial custom, wbicb inflicts manifest in-
jury upon so, many of Her Majesty's subjects, hinders
national advancement, and ensiaves both body and
mind." The note in which Mr. Tennyson's son re-
plied to the foregoing resolution runis thus : I"Sir,-
My father begs to thank the Committee of the Execu-
tive of the Grand Lodge of England Good Temnplars
for their resolution. No one honours more higbly the
good work done by them than my father. I must,
however, ask you to remember that the «comnmon
cup' bas in ail ages been employed as a sacred sym-
bol of unity ; and that my father bas only used the
word ' drink' in reference to tbis symbol. I mucb
regret that it should bave been otherwise understood.
Faithfully yours, Hallam Tennyson."

REv. DR. SoMERVILLE, the Scotch evangelist, who
is at present, or was very recently, at Hamburg, bas
received an invitation to visit South Africa, signed by
twenty-eigbt ministers and laymen belonging to the
Dutcb Reformed, Scottish Presbyterian, Episcopal,
Congregatioflal and Wesleyan Churches. Their let-
ter is as folows : I"We have heard witb deep interest
and pleasure of your evangelistic visits to various
parts of the world, and of the fullness of 'the blessing
of the Gospel of Christ,' wbich bas by God's grace ac-
conipanied tbem. South Africa alone is left of the
British empire for you to visit, and we now unitedly and
cordially invite you, if strength and health be given, to
corne over and help us in this far-off end of the earth.
Nowhere perhaps are colonial churches and missionary
operatioris 50 intermingled and s0 intimately related ;
and their mutual sympathy is a matter of the greatest
importance to botb. In visiting this country, you
would naturally mnake an extended acquaintance with
ail forms of Christian effort, and front your long and
vaxied experiefice you would be able to give to al
profitable counsel ; and spiritually, your visit miglit
be productive, under God, of the happiest results.
Some of us have been for some time making a visit
similar to those you paid to India and Australia a
matter of prayer to God ; and we shall continue to ask
that God in His providence may open up the way for
you tolcôme here, and that the blessing of His pre-
sence may comne witb you. We shail readily guaran-
tee ail local expenses, and also undertake to pay a
portion of the expenses of the journey to and from
England." ________

TiiE April number of the IlQuarterly Statement"
of the Englisb Palestine Exploration Fund contains
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round which the monuments are disposed. These are
at Mushîblyeb, at El Mareigbét, at Minyeb-all three
soutb of Hesbân-and in the Ghor, near Kefrein.
The first of these Captain Conder identifies witb Ba-
motb Baal; the second with Baal Peor ; the third
with the top of Baal Peor, " that looketh toward
Jeshimon ;"1 the fourth with the sanctuary of Baal
Peor, in the Jordan valley, wbere the Israelites wor-
shipped wbile in Sbittim. Captain Conder also,
dlaims to have found that a building already seen and
described by several travellers, at Amniân, is of Sas-
sanian character, which seems to connect it with the
curious ruin-discovered by Tristram at Mashita. Ho
has also discovered near the city many rock- cut tombs,
presumably those of the ancient Amnmonites, but
ruder in character than those commonly found in
western Palestine. The citadel of Ammân be consi-
ders to be late Roman work. He bas discovered at
Arak el Emir, tbe great palace of Hyrcanus, the me-
tbod of conveying the immense stones-some of tbemn
twenty feet long and ten feet bigb-from, the quarry
to their destination. At Jerusalemn he bas explored
the tunnel of Siloam, and discovered the place wbere
the workmen met, and he bas obtained a cast and
made a reading of the now famnous Phoenician
inscription. ___________

IN a letter to the Woodstock "'Sentinel Review,"
the Rev. G. L. Mackay, D.D., of Formosa, says :
«IMany of your readers may like to know sometbing
of Chinese enterprise in Formosa Travelling around
the world, I heard from. a tbousand lips, that enter-
prise and Chinese could not be associated together.
From such an opinion I dlaim to differ, leaving facts
to speak straight out. Note the change since I
landed here ten years ago. Now there is a coal pit
worked, where hundreds of tons are turned out daily.
There are oniy two Englishmen now-all the work,
fromn the anvil to the engine, is donc by Chinese. Chi-
nese steamers, built by themselves in their own
arsenal, take the most of the'coal away. Four days'
journey soutb they are at work with an Englisb en-
gineer sinking a shaft for petroleum. Another. day
further south, and the lieutenant of this province i.
carrying on a gigantic work with fully 50,000 men.
There is a bcd several miles wide covered witb
stones about the size of a man's head. In dry weatber
I travelled over without getting my feet wet (tbey are
blistered, however), but when the rains descend and
the mountain torrents swell, the wbole place is like la
sea, fretting, foamirig and dashing along, carrying
bouses, logs, trees, etc., out into the rolling sea. The
governor himself is on the spot, superintending the
worlc witbout any foreign aid. He bas iron bridges,
made by the Chinese themselves, to be used. When
finished, I will write again to you. Now there is a
littie steamer runaing between this and Bang Kali
tbree and four times every day. We can go up in
an bour. This is ail Chinese fromn first to hast. The
owner is going to build another out of a wrecked
schooner wbich lie bougbt at Ke-lung. Last year,
the «'Hing Shing,' a Chinese merchant steamer, ap-
peared at Tamsui as the first movement in that line.
The foreign mercliants put on several steamers at
once, and the Chinese left ; but it is only a matter of
time, and that time will not be so long as some ima-
gine. There is a telegraphli ne in the soutb of the
island, and tbey are contemplating putting a cable
across to the mainland. The governor, of bis own
accord, issued a very good proclamation regarding
Christians. Let the world know and believe it, that
this mighty empire, hoary witb age, is moving,
and ber destiny is in tile hands of God, flot in those of
the few narrow-minded, prejudiced, selfish men wbo
cannot sec beyond tbeir own miserable sbadows.
Once the heart will be filled with the glorious Gospel
it will vibrate-it will roll on, tbundering down througb
I0,00o streets and into 400,000,oo0 homes, driving
tablets and gods into the fiames. 'Imagination!' I
bear sorne one say. Neyer ! neyer Hold ! and let
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