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Down The Mississaga.

By 1.. O. ARMSTRONG.

In {hat most enjuyable canve trip which
I took down the Mississaga Rinver last au-
tumn I felt there was a want of variety in
the fishing unless one left the main river
and travelled east or west. I heard then
from the Indians of a large number oi good
fishing lakes and streams, bhut had no time
to spend in exploration. I promiged myself
however, that I would make a return trip
in the spring, when the call of the wild al-

ways comes upon me with irresistible force,
and that I would locate some of these wat-
ers. Accordingly as soon as the snow had
gone this spring I wrote to my old friend,
John Dyke, at the Hudson's Bay post,at tic
mouth of the Mississaga River. I wanted
to get some of the Indians who trade with
him to act as guides. But John Dyke told
me that the water was ‘oo high aiad that
1 could not get up the Missistaga irom the
southern point of departure. I wished to
go southwest from Timber berth No. 195
on the Ontario Government's map of the
north shore of Lake Huron, through a
chain of lakes by which I could reach Des-
barats, twenty-eight miles east of Sault
Ste. Marie, on the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. No one that I knew had ever been
through this route, but I had read reports
of explorers and talked with Indians about
these lakes, and they told me that they
were their best fishing grounds. I did -not
¢ wish'to fly in the face of Providence, in

the shape of Jolw Dyhe, and therefure, in-
stead of commencing my fourney at the be-
ginning, I started at the cnd. .

1 asked a friend at Desharats ii he knew '
of a good guide he could recommend for
this particular country. “Cariboo Jack is
vour man' replied my friend ‘The name
was promising, and T got a line on to
Cariboo Jack. I had in my mind two oth-
er voung fellows to whom I meant to give
a chaace to develop into guides of a trust-
worthy kind. One was Roddy Mchonald,
jr., and John Reid, a young lnglishman,
who has adapted himseclf well to the life
of a new country, was the second. I knew
bhoth of them to he possessed with an in-
stinctive love of the woods, to be sports-
men in spirit., and, as the sequel demon-
strated, the very material out of which
good gnides are made. ‘i'here was a heavy .
trip in front of us, without even a canoe
trail on the portages. But great as our
difficulties were at times our guides proved
fully equ~? to all emergencies. We can
very cheerfully and confidently recommena
them. Cariboo Jack was paid at the rate
of $2.50 and the others $1.50 each per
day. They proved themsclves fairly capa-
ble and willing workers and in portaging
they will soon improve. We predict a fu-
ture for them as guides. Cariboo Jack is
all right now, and their love of the work -
and their ready adaptability show the other
two to be goud raw material.

We got our canoes at the Hiawatha.Camp



