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Down The Mississaga.
B>' L. 0. ARMSTRONG.

In &hat iiwst iijoyable caYiui trip vvhich

1 t-ook <b wr t.lîc Mîssissaga Rii er last au-
tunin I felt there Nvas a wvant of varicty iu
the fishing uniless one left the main river
an<l travelle(l east or wvest. I lîcard then
fromn the Itîdians of a large nuinher of goo(I
fishing lakes ani streaixîs, but. bail un time
lu spend in exp)loration. 1 prouîiqed nîyself
how'Qver, that 1 wVoul(l niake a return trip
in the spriiig, wlieîx the call of the wild ai-
%Yays coines uipon inc with iriesistible force,
and that I %vould locate sine of these wvat-
crs. Accordingly as sconm as tlic snowv had
pone this spring I %vrote to mny old friend,
John Dyke, at the Ilud(soui's Bay postat t;.
iouth of the Mississaga River. I wvanted

to get some of the Indians who trade wvith
hini to act as guides. But John iDyke tolhi
nie that the water was to.' high *uad ilha'
1 could niot get up the Missis,..aga i'rom the
southern point of departure. I wvished to
go southwest f roin Timber bcrth No. 195
ou the Ontario Governmemct's inap o! the
north shore of Lake IHuron, tlîrough a
chain of lakes by' which 1 couid reach Des-
harats. twvent*y-cîghit miles east of Sauit
Ste. Marie, on the Camiadian Pacific Rail-
way. No one that I knew had ever b.-en
through this route, but 1 had read reports
o! explorers and talkcd vit.h Indians about
these lakzes, amid they told nie that they
'were thieir best fishing grouinds. I dii -not

Swish*to fly in th-- face of Providence, in

the ,,hap)e o! .iulmm 1)3 Xc, anad tlitrefùrc, in-
stead of comnncmmg nuy fourney at tue be-
giiîmiiiig, I started at the endl.

1 asked a frieud at Desh)arats ii he kncw
of a gond guide lie could recuuimiemd for
this particular country. '<Cairilhoo Jack is
v'our mi-n' rejilic< niy frieud The naine
was prornisiug, ami T got a Une on to,
Cariboo Jack. 1 baci l in ni mid t'vo oth-
er yoijng fellows to whon 1 nwant to give
a chance to deèvelop int-o guide.% of a trust-
wvorthy kind. One was Roddy Mcllomîald,
jr., amid John Reid, a youing IEngiishnîan,
who lias adapted himiself weli to tic life
of a new cotiutry, wvas the second. 1 kicw
hoth cof thiie to lie possessed witli ami in-
stitictive love of the woods, to be sports-
nicu in spirit, anci, as the sequel clemon-
.strated, the very materiai out of1 which
goond guides are made. Yiere was a heavy.
trip in fronît o! us, witiîott evemi a camîoe
trail on tlie portages. But great as oumr
dirnetîlties wvere at times our guides proveci
fîîliy equnl to ail enie,,genciesc. We eau
very ciîeerfuliy andi confidently recommenci
thein. Cariboo Jack was paid at the rate
o! $2.50 and thc others S1.50 each per
day. They provcd themsclves fairiy capa-
ble amd willing workers a-nd in portaging
thcy will soon improve. Wc prediet a fu-
ture for them as guides. Caribou Ja.ck is
ail right now, and their love of the work
ancl their rcady adaptahility showv the otherr
two to, bc good raw materiai.

We got our cannes at the Fliawatlia.Camp


