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ISU PPOSE tLheir are many collectors who, like inyseif, are not as famil-
iar as thtey should be w'ith everything that pertains to the stamps they
mneet with, and who, are sometimes puzzled to account for this or that

feature of certain specimens. It ivas a long timne before 1 understood why
British Gulana lias the values of its stamps <Jenoted in cents while in other
British colonies which lie near to it these values are expressed in shillings
and pence-the înoney of the rncther country.* On looking the matter up
one day I found that in British Gulana ail public and mercantile accounts
are kept in dollars and cents, the value o? the dollar being equal to 4s. 2(d.
sterling. That al] accounits should be kept in a currency which is flot in use
amongr any of its nelghbors is sor-newhat mysterious, and still more strange
is the fact that its stamps do not bear the regulation head of the Queen as
do those of ai the other British possessions, with rare exceptions. The
absence of Her Majesty's portrait is of course not the result of accident or
oversigit, b-ut whatever may be the consideration to which it Ns due, a
knowledg(e of the same would be b? interest to philatelists.

The first issues of Ceylon had their values expressed in shillings and
pence; but in 1872 the rupee w'as adopted as the standard of value anid the
Englishi money gave way to the new currency in which one hundred cents
are equ,-l to one rupee, or two shillings, or forty-eight cents of trie Money
of the UJnited States and Canada. c

The stamps o? Labuan and Hongy Kong, also bearingy the good Queen's
portrait, (or what was ber portrait bal? a century ago) likewise indicate in
cents the amounit o? postage they wvill pay, but this cent is double the value
of that of Ceylon. This currency wvas no doubt adopted by these colonie-,
on accounit of its convenience in commercial transactions with theIr
neigblbors, or wvith those countries with which they have their principal
trade.

For a long time I wus unable to fully understand those peculiar sur-
charg-es found on soine of the starnps used in Porto Rico, but I finally came
across an odd philatelic journal in whicb, to my great satisfaction, the
rnatter was explained. tTntil sometin>e in 1873, Cuba and Porto Rico used
the sanie stamps. but at this period the authorities o? the latter i.sland
noticed a coîisiderable falling off in the postal revenues. An investigation
brought to light the f act that a large proportion of the starnps used ini Porto
Rico were obtained in Cuba, where they could be bougrhi. with the depreciated
currency of that i sland, while in Porto Rico thev had to he paid for in gold
or its equivalent. To niake sure that the staxnps used in paying postage
were purcbased only in Po)rto Rico, they wvere surcharged with the paraphie,
or ornamental flourish, wbichl followed the signature of he chief authority
o? the island. Subsequent events made it necessary to add the paraphe o?
another officiai, and the theft of a large quantity of the 9.5c. and 1 pesetea.
ctanmps thus surcharged, obliued the authorities to surcharge the remaining
stock of these values wvith a third paraphe horizontally, it being a duplicate
o? that o? the Governor-General.


