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MISSIONARY REGISTER.

The responsibility of seeing the
Home Missionaries requnerated de-
volves chiefly upan the Board of Home
Missions,  Deficiencies of payment
urising trom the supply of wenk con-
gregations, and of Missionnry Stations,
are et by n dratt on their funds.
‘T'hose who huve heenvecently engaged
in supplying our vacancies, can testify
to the advantages of the system, und to
the anxiety of the Board to do justice
to che claiins which come before them,
without being lavish of the funds at
their disposal.

Faor the payment of the passuges of
ministers coming from Scotiand to our
aid, the Syuad.is pledged, and these
expenses, it appears, are expected to
be provided for by the Home Mission
Board. [archer, it has hitherto heen
the duty of’ the Dourd to encourage by,
pecuniary aid, young men of piety agd
promising talents, instrugaling through
difficulties to take part with us in the
work of the ministry.  fn addition to
all thig, the Board are directed by their
constitution and by the Synod, to afford
#id to congregations, which, atter duly
excreising  their awn  endrgies, are
scarcely able to claim the rank of selt|
sustaining congregations.

‘Lo-all. these objects the Board has
appropriated its funds for 1849, Mis-
stanaries and Students have been hene-
fiteil. ANl our Missionary Siations
have been revived to some exteat.
Farty pounds have heen vated (only
part being yet pait) to twa congrega-
tions, the one recommended by the
Truro Presbiytery the other by the Pic-
tou Presbytery, as requiring aid, ‘T'he
passage of one nunister, who has prov-
ed yuite an accession to the body, has
been paid, and by the opening of the
spring, we may have the gratification
of welcoming. another. Now to meet
all these urgeut and necessary cluims, it
will be seen by an examinution of the
account for 1849, that in free contribu-
tivus, the cougregations have not given
one huadred and tweunty pounds, nsum
scarcely equal to what the children
have collected for Boats for Messrs.
Geddie and Archibald, Moast of the
congregationz have contributed libe-
rally to the Foreign Mission, aud have
again a second time contributed in Boat
Mouey a larger sum than was solicited
or required. In the mean ume, it

Jhalf oy the congregations have given

any thing to the Synad's Voard, for
extending the gospel in Nova Scutin,
and that of the whale snm treely con-
tributed, two congregations, without
diminishing their aid to the Foreign
Mission, have given more than the
fourth part.  In these circumstances,
can it be believed that Ministers and
Sessions have set hefore congresations
the wants and the elaims of the Church
at Home?  Rad they al} done so, there
would sot now be any deficiency in our
funds.

‘The different churches ave hereby
informed that the Home Treasury is
empry.  ‘The expenditure has not heen
larvish, for in nearly all cases, it has
leen made at the request of one or
other of the Prestivterics.  Yet at this
moment, they have not one farthing at
their disposal, and ualess tunds arve
supplied, no fartherappropriations can
he made until the :neeting of Synod.
Having stated this matter plainly, the
Board, | presume, will leave the matter
to the action of Sessiona wmnl Mission-
ary Societies throughout the hodyf¥
Until convineed by painful experience,
they will not helieve that our church is
content to be u Stationuary Society. But
unless we wre willing first to stand still,
and then to fall behind, we muast move:
forward steadily to possess the Jand,
It is conceded on all hands, that our
apportunities for progress were never
greater; shall we at such a juncrure, by
a stinted liberality, pacalize the ener-
gies of our Domestic Board? Oun the
contrary the Board helieve that their
funds will be sustained, handsomely
sustained, if the different Sessions will
give the snbject that prominence before
the congregations, which it is, on all
erounds, and in every aspeéct in which
it can be viewed, fairly entitled: 1f the
proper means be used, the dexivéd ewds
will be attained, but not otherwise.

Writing at a late date, 1 add no
more, lest I should thus be excluded
from your Feb, No. [ have written
liastily by direction of the Boavd, but
as they have not seen the letter, | a-
lone am responsible for its contents.

P. G. McGREGOR.
’ Sec. pro. tem.
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Halifax, Jan. 23, 1839,

L m——e




