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RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

— NRRAY

My child rather hottor. God bless us all, and make
us to know what means ponco mith thee.

This day somo_friends aro coming to keep my
hirtlulay - when will friends of auothier kind celebrate
my bir(hdn{ into the lifo of glory? 'f'en pounds
trom Mr. Wilberforco, for tho poor. Holy man!
wou? I rgf;emhlcd thee. :

“Jan. 31. May God strengihe tq keep m
bir:)l;duy vesolutions; I am E’b%"ﬁiui ’uu)Z
stablo.

* A momontary fit of anger, which, Wiessed he
Gad, I imwodiatoly tranquillized, and sought pres-
ent roconcilintion. — Let the fear of God's anger ever
muke me afraid of my owen.

DIVINITY.

From the Chris(i(m-,;&voc-(}ie‘an:l Journal ;n;i Zxon-'a
Herald.

RELIGION.
THE BEST OF ALL PRINCIPLES ON WIHICH TO ACT.
( Concluded. )

‘The nature of religion has beon tho same in all
these separate stages of revelation, and itisapparent
shirough all the book of God—in its precepts, pro-
mises, threatenings, invitations, warnings, reproofs,
counsels, and examples. The vanous duties of re-
ligion are all comprohended m this general comn-
mandment, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind, and with all thy strength, and thy
neighbnur as thyself.”  This 15 the foundation for
all the incentives to duty, and for all the disuasives
frony vice. From this commandment, therefore.
we raay learn, thatreligion 1s holy, just, aud good.
It is koly beeause it is separated fromall oase, earthly,
sensual, and devilish machinations and mflucnces ;
becausa it cultivates that purity which 1s essentia)
o the worship of such a Being as Jehovah : because
it elaimns affinity to the adoration of celestial beings :
ap- because it assimilstes the soul of man to the
Biernal. It is just, lLecauso it inculcates those
very feelings and that very obedience towards God
which have been said to be due to the Creator
because, in our intercourse with mankind und in
all the concerns of lije, it teaehes us to do 1o others,
as we would that others should do to us: becaunse
it leads us to viow ull men as members of tho same
family. and God as our commen Father; and be-
cause 1L gives us procisely such instructions in duty
with regard to God, our ncighbours, and ourselves, !
as we suppuse must be giveu to rational and ac-
countable beings.—It is goud, becauso it influences
tho heart to love, mnd 1ts pessessor to works of
charity aud mercy; because it imitates the Saviour
in his cndeavours and zeal to bless the worlu, and
restore it to iunoceuce und happiuess : and because
it aims at every moral quality which can be desired
and obtained. Many of tho promises and threaten-
ings contained in the volume of revelation, relate
to a future exisience, and consequeatly, the indi-
vidvals to .whom they are made will experience
them in that other world in respeet to which this is
but the embryo state of life. T'his exposition of
tho nature of religien must accord with our ideas
of God's requirements, anil tends to strengthen
tho position above assumed.

Roligion, whose pro<ent and apparent cffect is a
reformation of hfe, being, summarily, the love of
God and man, has relatwon o the soul, and by
afecting the heart, influences the conduet, and he-
comos tho spring of overy mouon. In the worship
of the Almighty it is of the greatest consequence;
and, indocd, without this active, vital principle,
which gives fervoncy to devotion, a person
cannot worship God acceptably or profitably.
Tho hoart heing the fountam whenco all actions
flow, gives a healthful or uvhealthful character to
those streams accorchng to 1ts own quality ; and in
no other way can we judge of the heart tﬁan by 1ts
influenco on the conduct.  Jt has been showa  that
rofligion is absolutely holy, and conscquently it can-
ot assvciate with unpunty of any kind or degres.
o order therefore, that it become an inbabitant of
the human breast, that breast must be prepared for

_its recoption. Having then possession, it exerts
. 15 happy tendency in giving a gracious character to

quently a disaimon with its followors, so far as an
agrecruent with thom would exhibit any love far
therr conduct. Anather meanis the causing the
heart to be productive of holy feeliugs and godly
actions. It moves tho soul to fred for the miseries
of mankind, and éspeeially for thoso persons who
are dostitute of its dmﬁ.‘ sacred, and exhilarating
joxs; 1t detosts tho si®uwhilo it loves tho sinner,
and hates the transgressions while it employs all
its art and divine allurement to withdraw the trans-
gressor fram tho error of his ways. It would fain
win all to partake of its pure delights, and for this
purpose exhibits its charms, nud spreads out jts
glories; for this eud it raises its warning voice
agamst all violations of tho divine lnw, and pro

claims the unalterablo deom of these who disregard
its honeficent design, und afford it no place in the
temple of their hoarts.  Such persons, impatient of
virtuons and religicrs restraint, exclaim agaiust its
method of procedure ns the device of priesteraft,
or tho extravaganco of fauaticism 3 but these. per-
sons destitute of its redecming qualities, will
wourn their want of it when it will be too lato to
lament. Anothor mean of its operations is to lead
the mind to a contewplation of tho incouceivable
glory in the temple above, and thus withdraw the
attention from the fashionablo pursuits of happiness
adopted by the men of this world.  Religion carries
with itself 2 certain divinity, for it exalts the soul
far above the honors and diguities of carth, and en-
ables it to rest in the possession of conscious integri-
ty——of honor that cometh from ahove, und of scusi-
ble delight derived from the fountain of its own
pure musings and beavenly contemplations, and
spiritunl manifestations of God’s reconciled coun-
tenanco s it gives it an independenco of purpose,
an vndaunted resolution in the performanco of duty,
which makes its possessor tho most faithful and
happicst of men. Religion afferds a full persuasion
of tho truth of those things which are rovealed
respecting  etornity, « i cstablshes within the
Christian®s breast an indubitable testimony that
man was created for far higher and uobler purposes,
than tolive a few years in this wicked though
beautiful world, .and then to depart hence and be
no moro for ever; but assuring hiw that he is im-
mortal, it leads him to stretch forth his thoughts to
the furthest bounds of conception, and view, eveu
there, the comwmence. at of his overlasting life;
and from this view to consider the bearing of every
thing that traospires here on that iuterminable exist-
cnce. From these obsel vations we candiscover the
canse for the teadency of religion as firststated, and
also obtain some few arguinents in its favor, establish

ing the position that it is the best of all priuciples on
which to act.

LITERATURE.
OF EARTHS.

Those who abserve the dispositicn of the earth. as
it appears in the quarrying or digging of mines, fing
it generally lying in horizontal layers, or strata of
different kinds, like thesettling of waters. 'The first
layer that presents itself, is most commonly the bed
of vegetable earth or mould. With this earth the
surfaco of our globe is generally covered. It is this
mould which gives rooting and nourishment to
plants, so thiat tTmy may stand and grow in i, and
it is as it were the store-houiso from whenco all the
living creatures of our world have originally their
provisions; for from thenco all the plants have their
sustenance, and somo few animals, and from these
zll ather animals.

As this affords to animals and vegetables their
support, so the spoils of these, when dead or decay-
ed, return to the dust of the ground, from wheute
they were formed, and thus keep up an unceasing
circulation. .

The most common disposition of thelayers is, that
under the first carth is found gravel or sand; elay
or marl: thon chalk, or eonf, marbles, ores, &w.
This disposition, however, it far from being uniforin-
ly continued all over the'glube; in different soils the
order of these layers vary. -

It is wonderful tho variety of prodoetions which
are fonnd-in thadifforent parts of our globe., Ian the

tho couversation and demeanour of its thaukful
rocipiennt. One mean of its operations is a renun-
ciation: of all alliance with the works of darknoss, |
@ separatfonfrom, tio-practice ofsin, and-conse-|

crumbling elatk, the solid-mariile, the dusty gravel,

| and evout the depths of-the most ibland valieys, and

oa:the summitsof the-highest mosntuins, we hohold

n’)poarances of {rctnﬁcd fish, beds-of shells, nnd sea
ants.  The Alps, the Appemines, the Pyrenees.

Abanu., Atlas, and Ararnt, overy mountuin of overy
country under heaven, whero soarch basbeen made,
all conspire 10 one uniform and universal proof that
tho son has covered tho highest summits. If wo
oxamine the earth, wo shall find the ncode deer,
natives of Awmorica, huried in Irclands clephants,
uativeremivigimeand Africh,-baried in the midst of
Sogland ¢ crocodiles, natives of the Nilo, in the
heart of Germany ; sholl-fish, never krown hut'in
the Amorican seas, together with skeletons of whalcs,
in the most inland regious of England ; trees of vast
dimensions, with thewr roots and taps at the bottom
of mines, and marls found in regons, where such
trees were never knowa to grow, nay, where it is
domonstrably impossible thoy could grow. Such
aro the awful memorinls of the great convulsions
and revolutions which havo tuken placein the natu-
ral world ; of countries Iaid under the rolling waves
of the ocean; and of Innds rising from the midst
of the waters, and becoming the habitations of bensts
and of meu; so transient and uncertain arc ull carth-
ly things.

The various bodies which are found by digging in
the carth, are ealled fossil substances; under which
are comprehended inctals, minorals, stones of divers
kinds, and sundry bodics that have the texture. he-
tweer earth and stone.

These budies ave divided into four different
classes by minoralogists, viz. I Earth and Stones in

eneral ; II. Salts; III. Inflammables ; and 1V.
Meotals.

L. Earth and Stones in general are 1st, mould, the
support of vegotables ; 2d, clays, which mixed with
water harden 1 the fire, into bricks, delf; chine, &c.
3d. calearcous substances, as chalks, marls, lime-
stones, marbles, convertible by heat in:o quicklinae,
and dgypsum‘ into alabaster ; 4th, tales, which are
found in_flat, smooth lamine, 5th, slates also split
into laminm : these, with a variety of stonos frém
freestone, or <and. to gramito, porphyry. fliut; and
substances still harder, such as precious stones; are
known by various properties, and are aceotdingly
applied to differeut purposes ; some, in addition to
being serviceable in building, are used as whetstones;
some strike fire with steol ; others are polished to
glitter in the dress of the fair, or decorate the furni-
ture of the opuleut ; and others, melted by fire, form
the transpareat glass.

Although there seems to bo an atmost infivite va-
riery of earthy substances scattercd on the surface
of this globe. yet, when we examine them chemi-
cally, we find that all tho earth and stones which we
tread under our feet, and which compose the largest
rocks, as well as the numerous different spocimens
which adorn the cabinets of the curivus, are com-
posed of a very few simple or elementary earths, the
principal of which are the caleareous, siliceous, ar-
gillaceous, magnesia, terra ponderosa. and a few athers
which have been discovered lately, but have not
been much examined. -

Calcareous earth is -foupd in the shells of fishes,
the bones of abimals, chalk, limestone, marble,
and gypsum : but all calcareous carth is supposed
to be of apimal origin; and beds of chalk, lime-
stone, or marble, are thought to have been beds of
shells formed in the sea, in some pristioe state of the
carth. B
Ster, or siliceousearth, is the principal constituent
part, of a great number of tho cowmpound ocarths
and stones, forming the immense mass of the
solid nuclous of the globe. It is the base of
almost all the scintillating stones, sach as fling,
rock erystal, quartz, agate, calcedon, jusper, &c.
The sand of rivers, and of the sca shore, chitofly con-
sists of it.

Argillaccous earth is found in clay. schistus, or
slate. and in mica. This speeics of carth is dactile
with water, it then bardens and contracts by heat; so
as to bo of the greatest use in forming brick, or stoncs
of any required form or size. .

Terva ponderosa is goneraily found in two statcs,
viz. united to vindolie acid, when st1s called calk,
or to fixed air, when it is called torra. pundorosa
erata. This carth is distinguishable by ity groat
specific gravity, being four tuncs.as hoavy as water.

Mognesia is found sowotinles pure in nature,.bus
itis 5cnornllly obitained by.art froms sowe of.its com-
binations. It gives a peculiar character 1o the sub-
stanees of which it forms a.past.  The stogeswhich

the spoils of the ocoan, exhibittd undes the several

contgin magnesia i considerable - quantityy Hiave



