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is to ho hoped -that a taste for useful lectures
wvill yet ho created amollg, us. We k-now that
it is argued by niany that single or disconnected
lectures on acientifie or mneclianical subjeets are
calculated to impart but littie useful. informa-
tion to thoso wlio listen to them. We entertain
a different opinion, and 'wueadmitting that
connected series or courses on given subjeets are
decidedly te ho prof erred, yet mucli valuable and
interosting informathion inay ho imparted iii a
single lecture; moreover, it frequently happons
that young mon are iniduced by ivhat they hear
in single lectures to read and examine more
fully for theniselves, and thus become convers-
ant wiith important subjects that would otherwise
have escaped their attention. There is, no lack
of gited lecturers amnong tur ed-tcated and pro-
fossional mon, and it onily needa assidutous on-
deavours to educate the public mind to a riglit
appreciation of such means of imp-ovement, to
secure for themi general encouragement and
patronage.

TRE MEOHANIOS 0F AG1UOULTURE.

\Ve -ivere in tho very act of ruininatingr on
the above topic,-busily deiing tlie cud of
some favorite ideas of our own, wvith a viow of
incorporating t]îem into an editorial, wvhen tiiere
came to hand iii the first nuinher of Fleart& and
Home, an article so pat to our purpose, thlat
instead of uaing the ponl, we concluded to resort
to the, acissors. We hope our readers will do more
than read the foilowing reniarks. They will
woil ropay prolonged and close reflection.

"The stress of ingenious thinking, applied to
the irprovemont of fariner%' tools, within thc past
t3venty yeara, is quite amazing. The records of
tIc Patent Office sei to indicate that baif the
inventive brains of tIc country are enlisted for
the farmer, sympathizing witb bis toil, and
studying how hoe may do his 'work casier.

Whien Polic wa.s President, thc number of
agricultural patents issued per day was, on an
average, one. Noiw, tIc daily average is soven.
The brilliant succeas of the reaper and nmower
gave impetus to îngonuity, and every sort of
rural lator, on ail farms and in ail months of the
year, hias been abridged or modified, or whlly
suiperseded by somie cun.ning device. Wbat às
te o tIc effect of this remarikable development
of rnadhinery for farinera?

1. It forces montai ac.tiMty and ingonuity on
tIe part of thc farni operaior. A clodhor zr
waywhvlack ail day wvith a duil hoc, but wbveçr
Bit; on a mowing-machine cannot ho sluggisb
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and do good work -%vitli lis curjous and compli-
cated tool.

2. Machines are educators. Curiosity is
piqued to. know Iiow the inventor hit upon 11is
idlea. The operator mus9t knowv his machino in
everyj pinion, w]ieel, crank, and bearing, before
it ivill be wholly bis willing and effective slave.
The mental activity thus called out wvill not abate
at once. The laborer becomes a thinker, zi con-
triver, hie admires ingenuity in others, and
believes in tho iiatiual dominion that mind lias,

*And should have, over inatter.
3. Sucli machines at once elevate and classify

fana labor. The hands on a place -are divided
into thoso wh~o can run a machine and those who,
must bo put to the drudgory because they cannot.
This is, in effect, a premium on bramas, and
gives theibrighit-minded man the advantago over
the woodon-headed worker that lie oug htto have.

4. Machinery on a fatn often gives l-aw to
muqcle and makes a good liand of a bad one.
.A dullard or an eyo-servant may keop blis he or
spade nmoving, and get over fivo rows when hoe
ouglit to ]lave worked out ten. B3ut put him.
bellind a lively-stepping horse, and hoe bocomes
as good as any other hand. Ro knows that if
the animal liaits in the furrow, somobody wvill
sec it. Machines often give ont a force and
influence of their own. One of thc most thrifty
farmers in Neiw England says thc more good
machines hie uses on bis place, tlie botter work
lie gots frors raw Gorinan or Irishi hands.

5. There is hope and a splendid future for
agriculture from, the more skilfuai and genoral
application of mechanical po-wers to tillage.
Our fathers ploughcd witb wood, we ploiig«h
witb iron. Our dhildren iil turn and tijil tlie
earth -with steam. Scores of able engineers oni
the Continent, in England, and with us, are
studying the steam-plough, and the difficuàlties
connected with it will ho mastered as McCor-
mick got over bis littie troubles ; as Watt,, and
Arkwright, and Stevenson, and Fulton over-
came . Since the revival of learning, bumanity
lias 'been laboring nîainh.v at two giant prob-
lems-hbow to makc knoNvledge goneral, how to
make distances smail. Now, we are confronted
witb another, as fundamental and as pressing
as either of the others-whence and liow are
the busy and multiplying millions to bho usad,
and fed and clothed 1'1

SiouLD A FARMERt BE, moRE TEXAN. FýamER?
-We thinli ho abould. Ho should ho u mechanie
as wel; should know aornething mnore than

To plough and to sow,
To rcap and to miow.

Ho needs abilit3 to, ropair bis tools ; to, un-
derstand liow to keop bis iinplements in pro-
per condition, witjîout being entirely dependent
on the blacksluith or machinist ; to ho able to
do earpentering work, to patch and mend liar-
-i.esses, to mend his tinware, and do many other
jobs Nv:iicbthe donizena of towns and cities flnd it
more convenient to turn over to thoso wlio make
these repaira a soily-iitfomrcn


