
f"%HE MITRE 3

The Teaching of Iiistory in Superior
Schoolse*

13y EINEST SlMITH.

C-lîý.ýerei.periapsi110suibjeétiii tie auithorized course of study whiichi
,oïives the Teachier a wvider scope in bis work than History; and there
i5 110 subje - whichi is capable of gyreater nlegled on the part of the
teaclier or of Ies., benefit to the pulpil if treated iii a louse, slipshod

fashioni.
A gylauce at the officiai reports of recent examlinations shows t-îat the

average numnber of marks gained by the pupils attending our superior
schoois is very low. Does this encouirage uis to go on teacing-c the subjed,
or does it show a lamentable deficiencv ? I arn af raid thiat verv few of our
pupils hiave the slighitest idea of whiaLt the words Canladian History sliould
inean to thein.

To the young pupil they flot unfrequently present a piSlure of tomia-
hiawks, scalpingy-k nives, a tree to which a poor victirn is tied and a yelling
crowd of ted mien: To the senior pupil they are generally associated with
poring over a thiick red book, the pretriest part of which is the cover; the
oniy. useful part the inde.x; and thie comic part the absurd illustrations dot-
ted hiere and there so as to miake tlîe already uninteresting letter press pos-
itiveiy inicomnprehiensible. How often does it occur to any puipil thiat his
life and chiaracter are perhaps forining( a part of soine future Ihistory of the
province or township in which lie lives? \ret, in this fact, lies the key to
successfui teaching, for as Freeînan lias so wveil said "History is past Politics,
politics is preseut History". We mnav present a class of pupils for exaini-
ation iii Historv: and they inay give a long string cf events with exact dates:
thev inav recite in their order the niaines of ail the Sovereigus fromn Egybert
to Vi&oi-ia: they nay be able to give the chief provisions of ail the import-
ant treaties: but it does îîot foilow thiat they know anlythingy of History.
They mnay be only so inany huinan parrots withi good iniories. I aili sure
we 1l realize tie advanitagye of a gcood nenory and tue necessity for beingr
able to place events in their proper order: but, while wve reinexnber this it is
niecessary to bear in inid also that History iuclitdes, rather thain consists of
these elenients. We miust of course introduce our pupils to the Court, the
Parliainent ar'-1 thue battle-field, but -\,%e nust flot forget that Nve d, this iii or-
der to slh 'w t1hein tlue nation. M7 en a boy cani tell ine that the rebellion of
1837 wvas the resuilt of anl uujust systeni of governulient, thlat the people wvere
treated withi contexnpt by the fainily compact: that representation of this
condition of things xvas mnade to the Iiiiperial Parliamient: that the lixuperial
Parliamnent did nlot see fit to interfere, Nvhien lie can further explaiîî that
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