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Thie thicory of cvoluition clainis to explain not only the origrin

ýof mnan, but also the progress of hiunan society froni its earliest

stagre to is latest attailinents. As we look backward over the

writtcn history of the wvorIld we find tlîat there lias heen ad-

vance aloîîg ccrtain Iincs, esJ)cciaIIy ini the nichlanical arts,

ini social orgzaîuizationi, andin lu tIical i(IeaIs. That adv'ance

lias not, of course, been cquallv cliaracteristic of every nation.

Sonce have rcmiaincd stationary or hiave even. gone backward

to a .Iower state of civilization thali thiat whiclh they enjoyed

two .or thrcetliouisaid ycars-ago. BuIt thlerc lias been advance

on thc w.hole, ani certain nationalities nîay now fairly enoughi

lay dain to 1a ighlier civilization than %vas to be founid any-
Nvlicre at the earlicr period. It is ar«tied, miot iiiiiattnrally,
tliat what is truc of thec historic period imist lbe also true< of the

î)rebistoric, and that the civilization found existing vc
autlientie lustory opens niust.in its turu hiave been an advalice

on that of an carlier age stili. 13y pursuing this backward

latli far enoughi we at length rcach fthe starting pointp~f thec
race w'hen the nicchanical arts wverc alinost unknown, whien

social organization wvas of the sinîplcst cha racter, and mioral

i(lcals could liar(lly 1e said to c.xist at al. wvhen, ini fact Mali

wvas onlv one (lgc.aoetlîe.aniithropoidl ape froni wvhichi lie
liad sprung. Arclhacologists find froin thec remlains of pre-his-
toric peoples tilat certain periods andl certain localities arc
characterized by.tlic use of stone imnîJicnnts, while others arc
iuiariked 1v b)ronze tools, -and still othici-s by those of ironl. Vie
*cvolutionist sup)poCs thlese to represeuit thirec successive stages
.11 the advancc of 3naiikind, the carliest Ibeiugtht iihc

mnen made rude inîplenients ou$& of stone, the connnonest
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