VOIL. 1.
Polynesia undits Stampys.
By Puixzas Scorareu.

I.— Samoa.

The Samoan or Nawvigator [slands ate
situated in the Somh Pucttic ocean
north east of the Fiji Is. and north
west of the Society Group. Tie arca
of the islands is about 1,125 square
miles and the population 1s about 36000

Apia, the chiet town and seat of
government, is a town, situated on the
Island of Upoly, of 1,500 inhabitants.
It is the official residence of the vari-
ous consuls. It is here also that the
successors of the great mercantile firm
Goddetroy & Co., have their head
quarters, these people control most of
the business ot the kingdom.

The government 1s a limited monar-
chy presided over by a king and a
vice-king supported by a parliament of
chiefs called the.Malo.

The climate1s very equable the Mer-
cury never falling below 70° nor 1is-
ing above 880 there is abundant rain
fall and destructive storms are very
infrequent.

The productions of the country are
cocoanut, yam, lemon, guava, cotton,
ime fruit, ccme fcbacoeo, sugar etc.

The principal expurts are coppra
(the dried meat of the cocoanut from
vhich " oil is made) breadfruic and cot-
on n small quantities.

The chief articles of home consum -
tion are maize, sugar and coffee.

There are thirteen islands in all;nine
f which are inhabited. On the lar-
re st islands there are great mountains
nost of which are extinet voleanoes,
Pango-Pango Pago-Pago on the island
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of Tutuila has one of the best and
safest harbors on the Pacific.  Apia
also has also a good harbor.

The islands were discovered by Bo-
uganviile in 1768.  Since 1868 numer-
ous petty wars have distiwrbed the peo-
ple and cansed the native population
to decrease Trom about 40,000 in 1868
to 30,000 in 1880. In 1873 Malictoa
Laupepa and Papua (the two greatest
chiefs) with the aid of the foreign ves-
idents succeded in forming a govern-
ent under their joint reign which last-
ed for two years when Malietoa, in-
stigated by a secret agent of a german
company made war upon Tapua and
suceeeded in dethroning him. Thereby
making himself sole king. e chose
Steinburg, the German company’s see-
ret agent, as his prime minister but on
it being discovered that he had evil
designs against the king, he was ban-
ished.

The Germans then swerved to the
side of Tapua but failed to accomplish,
auything, as wmost of the people were -~ -
loyal to the established king. . !

The continuation of this interesting - |
and iustructive article will appear in
our next issue, the Holiday Number,

If you are not a subscriber send 25
cents for a year’s subseription and your
choice of the Premiums offered on . .
page 5. ' ST

An English dealer says une collectod
has bought $200,000 worth of stamips -
from him in twenty years. 5.
The average sale of postage stampg.
at the Philadelphia Post Office is
£9,000 2 day.



