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PLEASANT HOURS.

. came to arrange for the shipping of s bont of

Kroumen, who woyld bp tuken on boara 1o d thee
hot, dirty work of the ship while whe was i the
topres.  After a brief interview wit . the capran,
i was decided  that his men should b sty ped,
and come on hogrd the next duy.

Wihnt n crew that was that had heen diaf-ed
on hoard HW.N.S. Bluster ! What pn stuldy of
diacter! What sarfed types of face il ey
pression!  What dinlect and brogue! 'Theiv was
the typicsl cockney, with his sharp, cunnieg ways
and bhiz strange, uncouth back slang, o wlieh
he usunlly conversed with his *pals,” wud which
seemed Jike & foreign fongue to the quicter and
more solid west-countiyrien, who, with an in.
tense Jove far lis native country, and a strong
predilection fop * pastry,” secured for himseli the
mcknume  of ¢ Pudden,” as the Londoner pro-
nounced it. The sturdy independenco nud brond
speech of Yorkshire nnd Lancashire made a great

i contrast to both these other types; while the

rich lumour and impulse of the warm hearted
Irish churacter, stood out distinctly from tho
cautious, keen, sinewy-framed Scotchman.

The day following the vessel’s arrival at Sierra
Leone, Johnson Mucauley, as the head Krooman
ha been christened on his first entrance into
Her Majesty's Service, who was very proud of
his namg, arrived on bogrd the Bluster with his
twelvp hands, They formed a strikipg pictere;
thejr suits of ngva) white duck, blenched in that
tropical sun, contrngtiug 50 vividly with their al-
wost jet black faces, which were in most cases
horribly distigured with Lrandipgs and tattoo
marks, the remnants of lieathen or slave days.

As they came over the ship’s side, they were
told to fall in for inspection pn the quarter deck,
the crew of the vessel meanwhile gathering in a
body just before the mainanast, interested and
aused spectators,

After a fow words with Macauley and the captain
the former stepped briskly out towards his wen,
and shouted, ¢ 'Tention, Kroowmen! Answe: to
you’s names.” .

«Tom Snowflake.” *Yah, sir.”

“«Jipy Papysr.” ¢ Vah, sir.”

«Jack Toby, 1ke Handy, Noah Snowball, Tom
Shark, Joe- Chickeuns, . Ehil Softly, Charl Flatfoot,
Abel Surley, Bill Suiprise, Alexunder Cooper.”

All these, interspeiscd with the ready “Yabh, sir,”
as eacl) 1Mme was ozlled, caused fresh amusement
to officers and crew ; the oddness of the nnmes
boiug aceaunted -for ouly by the humour of thuse
who, years before, had dubbed them so on their first
entrance into t)j8t service.

Fach of the Kroomen had several bundles made

up in large, gaudily coloured haudkerehiefs, which
ure, in themselves, quite p spegjalty in the Africun
trade. The man who had answered to the name of
Alexander Qooper had, besides the bundles, n small

chest, and altogether in appesarance and specch:

seemed far wore wtelligent than the others, the
mnjority of whom kuew very few wards of English,
the heyd Kroqwan.being the uspal wedium of com-
munication with them.

This man Cooper, however, spoke very fair

‘broken English, and had earped ljis name beciuse

of his having learncd aud practised the tiade of a
cooper. He was very tall; particularly uyly, aven
for ap African, had ap jmmense, head, wnd Ins face
was hideous to look upon till one got used to 1t,
soamed, a8 it was, ail over with terpible hrandings,
while . that which made it mope horrible still
was the deeply indented smnll:pox scars, a relic
of that awful scourge. He was an excecdiugly
quict man,-appeared ta mix very litle waith the
others, loved to Le alone, and when not at work
was generally found reading a lurge-type version of
the. Psalins ar the Naw Testanieut. Of course, all
sorts of fun was made of him by the ctew, but his
{nvavinkle reply, with a broad smile, showing n set
of magnifioent teeth, was, < Bery well, shentlomen,

_you laugh, bot me best oft.” It was soon found

shat’ he- wae exoeedingly eleyer in mnking little
fanoy barrels and other curios, and on account of
his steady, quiet ways, became a great favourite
among the officers. , .

One day ho was going forward along the lower

deck from the after part, and was passing the gun-
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room mess, where the junjor otlicers wero focated, y hke hittle precanininy , ho ‘bey lum fader and nm
and where, atthe tane, mest of e were congres | mudaer . he go to schaul, grow up and be man go
gnted, when a jovinl young feliow asub hrutenant, | bout and preach, tell peoples ho *be lifted up liko

spicd
time rewmking e an undertone, * Loets hiave o
sproe with the -Gpeat Alexa.der -

* Yang, sar, vou cadl e’ sanl the black as he
dotted lus eap, and tooked roupud smviingly.

Yes, Couper, we've nothing to do, 50 we wang
vou to tell us nynen. | sappose vouaan do tha 1
“Danno ‘bout dat, sar Wt sliall § el

* Why, tell us how soy came 10 bs 0 Govern.
went man  Weve svar o slavgd
you minde a /lave?
about w.”

*Ab, sar,” vophied Cooper, “that bunry sad 1o e,
to tell all dat, Lt &'posa you likie to hear.
Gad, 1t help you to thimk how good he e, then e
to tell you.”

Qo on, dnrkey, but don't give us too nch e
ligion ; it's the ymn we want.”

 Well, sar, I dunno for sartin, but tink me bout
30 years okl now. AMe born i plin they all
Shire Valley . we ‘member it quits well.  Me iy
boy, 'bout 14 years oid.  Me help fader do
wor ke, me collect nuts to make de palm ol | and do
lots of wark Wsidea  Dat such Inbly dittie place,
tots ob pretty hLittle house, nice vannd taps, round as
cannon ball, and plenty wuch bigger thun the cnp-
stan ; and we all soiappy.  We worship idol | we
wear fetish” for good luck ; we hab plenty feasts,
and we tink idol likes us, and do us good, Lecauso
we gib him rvice and nuts, and plantan, and all
sorts,  Onenight, ab, me !l ‘member it ro well, just
su it only yestetduy.  Da sun go down behind de
big pulm-trees, all the chickens gu tu dere perch;
de piccaninnies gosleep: and den i manmee and
fuder, and me too, go.  But some time in de wight,
it all berey dark, when, all at 0 v, wo wake very
muels froughtened, for we lear great noise, aud
yel, and shout, and guns and pistals go bang, bang,
lang, and den we hear poor black  peoples ery and
group, and den— and den ="

And here tha poor bluck’s face was wet with Leas
as the memoty scemed too much far him, amd ave of
the younger middies snid kindly, ¢ Poor old fellow,
perhaps ha woylil rather not tellatall, it 1t cuts
him up so.”

“Pank you kindly, sar,” said Cooper, as he dried
liis eyes, and wiped bis face with g iight coloured
silk hiandkerchipf, “ Tank you, I better uaw

N

“ Den I make up my mind, and one night I get
gway. Plenty days pass, [ find it hard o get

foud, Lut one day I go sleep near river, 1 wake
when I hear naise, § look trough the busivs and
see two white mens in boat, and tree bluck mens
wid de paddles, but no Loat move, him stuck on
sand lumps in water little way from shoig, s0 I gu
in, and pull, and puch, and prescatly him come
clear. Den de white man speak. him know wmy
speech, and ask e ‘bout meself  He spiak kind
to e, aud dey soun get de collar off, and dey take
we wid dem ™

“ Wio werg these white men, Couper 1" enguired
one of the oflicurs, breaking the silenceanong them,
fin they were nut only interested, but intensely
mover. .

* ey was missionaries, sar, and 1 was wid dem
long tnne ; den dey tell e nlol no use, dat Jesug
Christ, lum ouly, help black wan same he help de
winte man.  He say plently sin amn in me, and den
le show me dese words in de Testament.” And
suiting the action ta the wards, Cooper took oyt
lis own Testament from his poeket, and read :
*Rowmans 3. 13 : * Wherefore as by one wan sin
entered into the world, and death by sin; and so
death passed upoir all men, for that all jave
sinned.”” .

As he read thess words in broken English, the
officers ware very quiot, yet no one said, ** Stap!”
no one seemed to care to prevent hin, and the man
himself seeined deeply woved as he continued :

“Ah, me soon find put me all wrong. De
missionary talk plently times wid me, but me some-
how no seo de way. O(ne day, massa missionary,
him preach beautiful, he tell thout Jesus, how he
pity poor men, black aud white, and he ask him
Fader, de groat King in heaben, to let bim come
down to dis earth and dis instead of dem. He come

Please §

Caoper, and ealled lnm e ot the some  serpent in de wiliterness,” and whon peoples bitten

wid sin Jook to i, hke peoples look to do hirass
serpent i de wilderness, den, when dey look, nud
believe he died for dem, den doy bab eberlasting
ife.  Pleuty tear run down me face, and den, as do
nusaionary tell moall "bout do cross nud de natls nud
de crown ob thorns, and de good Josus do all him
Fader in heabien want done for our sin, dep he cry
mht out, ober all de world, to ebery peoples, ¢ It

How wero fam inshed ' [t am tinished §* and den | juwp up
How viune you ficet and all | inde wission room and 1 say, * Oh, Jesus, you hab

fintshied at for e, | tank you so muel, I do belich
it for ttue . and den—-den 1.0 happy, becnuse L.
hab ehevlasting hfe.  And, oh ! shentlemen, if you!
hab ne swance ob salvation, if you dunno you've,
gat de eberlusting life, plense mako haste to Jeaus
far 1t., or clep———" ;

“Thank you, Cooper,” interrupted the officer
who had tirst called fism in, and who had Leen con-
siderally tmpressed with tha story, bup who did sot
want the * preaching,” as he styled 1ty ¥ thnnk you,
my man , so I suppose you escaped all the harrors
of being packed between decks of u slave ship, nnd
of the slave market 1" . -

“Yes, sar, but I hab been in five ob Her
Mujesty s ships on the slaving ground, and hab seen
all dis, and cos 1 know the language, hab hened sl
do fearful story, plenty often.”

Al that’'s what we want to kunow about,
Cuouper,” rephied one of the officers, so fire anay, old
fellow.”

“ Well, sar, de berry first ship T come in cateh
plenty slives  One duy we chase one, nud  when
she see wo make quick to enteh her, she don't watit
BEugtishslnp to get de prize money for all de sfave,
so she tie de slaves by their necks to the links of dw
anchor cable, and den let de anchor go, and de
rush tiough dde hawse-hole, and, if dey not killed
Ly de blows, dey soon drown under de water.”

“Oh, this is awful ! It tires my bLlood V"

At ibis moment the drum sounded off to
quasges, and all further talk was  stopped, Cooper
going forward ; the oficers ondeck. But the words
of the poor negro had moved wmore than one to
an unwonted degree.

On the arrival of the vessel at the Cape, after
remaining g fortmght, failing to get all stores thay
sought, thay received arders to proceed to "Prin.
comilee.

This was somewhat dnmping to the eagernéss
and desiie of officers gnd crew, who, as they alnoat
passed over the cruising ground on their way north-
wud, longed to stay and chase the slavers,

When the vessel had been out from Cupe about a
week all hauds were saddened by the sudden death
of puur Cuvoper.  While standing, one evening, in
the forcpart of the vessel, talking with his head
Krovian in his owa language, he suddenly fell.
He never stisrdd, or spoke, af sighed, wnd by the
time the ductor had come fuiward to exawmine him
he was quite Jesd.  The doctor said it was héart
disease.

Eieryone flt depressed for the time, butlike all
things at sea, as well as upon land, among the care.
less it was soon forgotten. ’

As Alexander Cooper passed up to the pearly
gles, it was to meet the Saviour whom he loved
apd preached in his simple fushion upon sasth;
i d, as others spoke of his death, he realized life—
trivmphant life.

(7o be contanued.)

UNPROFITABLE TOIL.

Tusgx was a wan in the town where I wax
born who used to steal his firewood. e would
get up on eold nights nud go and take it from lus
neighlour’s woodpile. A computation was tnade,
and it was ascertained that he spent more time
snd worked harder to get lis fuel than he would
have had to if he had earned it in ay honest way
and at ordinary wages. And this thief 1s a typo
of thousands of mnen who work n great deal harder
to please the devil than they would have to do to

Selscted.

Plonse God.
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