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WUAT 1s A MIRACLE? .

1t is not every extraodinary event which oc-
curs in nature, aithough hguratively and po&lulah
ly sa denominated. ‘There may be extraotdinaty
f‘yéods, droughts, earthquakes, atmospherical ap-
pearances, meteors, changes in the animal econo-
my, and_unlooked-for coincidences of events;
and yet all may be resolved into the laws of the
natutal world, operating under peculiar eircum-
stances, and tone of them may necessarily sup-
1se any special or immediate interposition of

city, at least in order to authenticate any reve-
Jation . f his will. Hence, not every portent whick
a people uninstructed in natural philosophy might
be disposed to call miraculous, is fo be clothed
with that character ; nor cvery occasional remark-
able effect, which the wisest of men shall not be
able 1o resolve into some known natural law, as
the force of imagination in curing certain kinds
of diseases and intirmities. The effect may be
shown from vatious circumstances to_be natural
ouly, aithough the law under which it is produced
is yet unknown, and may, in all future time,
elude the keenest investigation, and the most
splendid course of philosophical discovery. But
a mitacle is an effect produced by the immediate
interposition of God, ooutnrf' to, orabove the or-
dimary laws of nature, and that for the confirma-
tion of some doctrine or message as from himself,
and having his sanction, though it should be de-
livered to us by the ministry of men like our-
selves.

In the miracles of Christ there are,

1. Minacrxs which were made sunoRDINATE TO
AN EXPLICIT DECLARATION OF HIS DIVINITY,

“The divine chatacter of our Lord was indeed
indicated by the vety manner in hich he Eet-
formed his % mighty works.” He wrought them
not in the namc of another, but in his own name ;
nor does he cver adopt the style of a servant.
His attitude, his language, are always authorita-
tive, never ministerial. < feayunto l!\ee, Arige.”?
“] thee to depatt out of him.” & jfe
rebuked the fever, and it left her.” This very
manner distinguishes him from the prophets of
the old and the aposties of the new dispeusation.
But we also see several of the miracles themselves
employed as occasions to assert the loftiest claims
of divinity. Thus, in the case of a paralytic,
Christ associates a miracle of healing with his au-
thoiity as God to forgive sins. hen the man
was first brought, he does not heal him, but de-
clares his sins forgiven. And when this startlcs
the Pharisees, be performs the miracle in support
of a prerogative which, as nonc can forgive sins
hut God, unveils 2t once his real character:
¢t Whether is easiet o 32y, Thy sins be forgiven
thee, of to say, Atisc, and walk? But that ye
may know that the Son of Man hath power on
carth to forgive sins, he saith to the sick of the

yy Atise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine
use.” Again: when, by w miraculons influ-
cnce excrted upon them, he drove the huyers and
sellets out of the temple, he not ouly, by a super-
haman matjuly of aspect, terrified the crowd -of
guilty profancrs, but claimed as his own that tem-
ple in which he often appeared asa common wor-
shipper: “ My house shall be called a house of
prayer; bat ye have made it a den of thieves,”
‘And when he cast out devils, they are sometimes
constrained to confess him 2s the Yont of God be-
fore all the people ; and when they ask, on one
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occasion, ¢ At thou come to torment us before
the time? they tremblingly acknowledge him
1o be the supreme and universal Judge, vested
with the high and divine yrerogative of awarding
the rewards and punishunents of a future life.

‘The same §reat truth shines forth, also, in asc-
cond class, which we may cull,

2. MIRACLES OF IMPRESSIVE MAJESTY,

This, indeed, is a deeply-interesting class of
those ¢ signs which Jesus did.”> He was to ap-
pear among men with great humility, and to so-
Journ with them in the utinost lowliness of condi-
tion. He was {0 be  despised and rejected of
men 3 to submil to every indignity with patient
sesignation; and, ¢ as a sheep before her shearers
is dumb,> so0 was lie not ¢ to open liis mouth.”
He was thus to live, and thusto dic; and yet,
even in these his days of humiliation, he was to
father a people to himself, who were to receive
lim as ¢ the Son of God, the Kingof Israel,” and
30 to believe in him as to commit their eternal all
into his hands. Such a task had been too diffi-
cult for the strongest faith, much more for the he-
sitating and fliting belief of his disciples, had
there not been among his works not merely the
common miracles which authenticated the pro-
phetic mission, but ¢ signs” which should mani-
fest his superior characterand Jvemnal glory. The
cloud which enveloped him during his humbled
state on earth was dark; but jt was the cloud of
the Shekingh ; it was T#x Lord who ¢ dwelt in
the thick darkness;* and the shroudcd Divinity
occasionally heamed forth. Long continued was
bis humiliation ; and these bursts of a superior
nature, though transieot, ?ue new impulses ta a
failing fuith, or at least held unbelief in suspense
until the final demonstration was given, that  he
who eniptied himself,”> and ¢ made himself of no
reputation,” was ¢in the form of - God, and
thought it not robbery to be equal with God.”

Under his benediction bread multiplies, and
thousands arc fed in a wilderness; he walks up-
on the sea, and the yielding element sinks not be-
aeath his foouteln; amidst the aproar of a storm,
he utters his simple command, & Peace, be still,”
aod the winds hear and die away :— The waters
saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee, and were
afraid.” ~ At the mouth of the gepulchre he cties,
¢ Lazarus, come forth !’ apd the dead, aroused
by his voice, and loosed from his grave-clothes,
fails at the feet of Hiin who is ¢¢ the Resurrection
aund the life;” and the whole series of these acts
of majesty is crowned by the mitacle of his own
vesarrection in the moment when the last spark
of faith in the hearts of his followers quivered on
the point of extinction. Then He, the Conquer-
or of death in his owa dominion, appeans in the
widst of them, and says, < Peace be unto you.”
Ah! who that considers such ¢ signs® as these,
such manifestations of a divine Majesty, but, with
Thomas, must fall at his fect, und exclaim, ¢ My
Lord and my God!»

3. MIRACLES OF TENDERNESS.

The works of our Lord were uniformly henes
volent; and his fane, a8 uniting cqual benignity
and power, spread so wide, and inspired such con-
fidence, that wondering multitudes Lrought the
sick, the lame, thie posscssed, and the hlind, out
of whole vegions of conntry, % and he healed them
all.?>  But some of these works were character-
ized by, or accompanied with circumstances of
peculiar tsnderncss, and are recorded with the
manifest design to encourage, in all future times,
an unlimited confidence in his compassioa and
condescension.

The people, attracted by Uis teaching, (sllow
him into the wilderness.  As they had continued
with him three days, and had consumed their pro-

visions, e would not send them home hungiy.
“lest they shonld faint by the wuy ;” and he
multiplies the bread by miracle, and feeds them
all. + He went about all the citics and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel ol the Kingdomn, and healing every sickness
aml discase among the people s and as he was
thus showing his compassion to their bodies, by
diftusing heolth and lfe wherever he cane, the
sizht of so great a maltitde, a whole people wath-
out faitaful and instiucted ministers, canses a
deeper flow of cominiserating tendemess for the.r
religious destitution and dangers: ¢ and when he
saw the n.ultitudes, he was moved with compas-
sion on them, because they fainted and were scat-
tered abroaq, assheep having no shephierd.  The
saith he unto his disciples, ‘The harvest truly ss
plenteous, but the labourers aie few; pray ye
therefore tie Lotd of the harvest, that hie willsent
labourers into his harvest.”?

But to the griefs and sorraws produced in (awi-
lies by sickness and death, our Lord was paiticu-
larly and affectingly sensible ; and to relieve those
cascs where human nature is picrced mosi deep-
ly through its most amiable sensibilities, he was
specially prompt. A nobleman biings the case of
his sick son, and the anaious fecling of the parent
it met by the instant declaration, ¢ Go thy way,
thy son liveth.””  Another still more agonized fa-
ther comes ¢ kneeling to him, saying, Lord huve
mercy on my son, for he is a lunatie, and sore
vexed.? “The atlitude of the suppliant, and his
amplification of the miserics of the child, show
the intensity of the father’s feelings. Nay, more,
he had been painfully disappointed; be had brought
his child to the disciples, and they could not cure
him for want of fsith. But shall he depart from
the Masterunhelped? No. ¢ Bring him tome,”
s2id Jesus; and he reluked the evil spitit, and
the child was restored fiom that hour. ™ In going
into the city of Nain, Jesus and his disciples meet
a funeral ; and the evangelist seems to have re-
corded certain affecting circumstances on purpose
to show us how they wrought upon the sympathe-
tic mind ofour Lord. The Jeceased was « son,
the only son of his mother, and that mother was
@ widow. The bereaved mother herself was fo)-
lowing weeping, and many people of the city
with her.  Such ascene our Lord could not pass
by ; and when he saw her,  he had compassion
on i\cr, and s2id unto her, Weepnot 3 and having
stopprd the lier, he raiscd the youth to life, and
with his own hand < he delivered him to his mo-
ther.? The story of the raising of Lazamus is
cqually familiat to Sou, and I need not dwell up-
onit. Jesus < groaned inspirit, ¢ Josus wept 3
and the mzjesty of his tnumph over death was
equalled by the trimn?h of his compassion. M
healed the breach made by death in a family of
disciples, and wiped away then, as he will at Lost,
all tears ftom the cyesof those wholove him. ... ¢
are loved by him.

Why all these instances, and many other-, o
so offecting a tendemees and- so deep « sympattiy
with human woe? \Why, but as proo's «t that
areat fact so strongly oxgressed by St. Pacl, any
which the splendour of the nccompenying mia.
cles was designed to render the more impressive,
that he is a High Pricst who can be < touchsd
with the feeling of our infirmitics,” and who, ho-
ving been tempted in all points like onrsely s,
knows how to succour them that are tempted ?

4. Another class of miracles was obviously v~
DACTICy of designed 10 impress upon our minds
some important poiat of doctrine,

Whaen our Lord wrought a miracle to oltuin a
sum sufficient to pay the Gibnte-moncy demanded

of him and Peter, he intended to teach his dises-
ples subjection to the fiscal Jaws, of the power of



