ORIGINAL.

fFor rur Bes.]

Discovered among old Manuseripts—author un-
huvian—written September, 1793,
DANIEL DANDLE—A Ta.k.

** What o Boanty dud grow.”’—Old song.

Every country aflords some pecubianty in
the human fizure  The south of Africa and
some of the Northern parts of the world, pro-
ducod a racw approvimeting to Lillipuntians, whil
Paragomra is said to roar humanty m s ut-
most magoitude, offording a parallel to the
Gunts botore the flood.  To the reporta of
truvellers on this point I am not digposed to
yicld implicat credit, though nature has, to my
own certain knowledge, produced some very
estraordinary beings in the buman family. T'he
villago of U—————. has lang been celebrated
for its monstrous productions, Length of leas
is the chiet' characterisic of its nhabitants,
though some are nlso biessed with mauy ather
pecubiarities of Jongitude. Daniel Dandle was
one of those nandeseripta, who can boast of six
feet tiwo inches, in their stacking feet. Nearly
two-thuds of'bis unguinly person consisted of
huge noder-standings, which, as if in defiance of
the lawsofthe human fizure, appeared to the
critical observer, like the trunk of a tree, to
grow pradually smaller from the ground upward.
The latitude aud longitude of his immense pe-
destals, would set at nought the caleulations of
even a very slilllfel mathematician—whilo all
the bootmakors in the conntry, with one voice,
deciared that they would makke no moro boots
for Ban, without an express stipulation for
double fees.  Flis emaciated end shrivelled arms
seemed lo umitate his legs in their length,  Lake
thase of an Qurza-Outang they protruded from
shoulders which deviated not an inch from rec-
tangulerity, though s meages Lody was far
from being so celebrated for its perpendicalar
property, us that of Sctaeant Bunting, in Bul-
wer’s Evgone Aram. On the contrary, his body
was very much stooped. Llus circumstance pro-
babiy aruse cither from a desire to contract his
long gaunt figure,or an enxioty to hear what was
transacting m the va'iies over which he rearod
lus mountmn summit.  But the oddest paus of
s syetem were his neck and head.  Jlad these
wone been visiblo, the stranger would have ima-
gmed hun to be some distant connexion of an
habuant of marshy grounds, vcleped the hit-
tern, or more vuigarly demgnated by a less
agreeable name. Al objects in nature, how-
ever, 11 somo respects, differ.  This wonderful
neck was apparently incapable of any bend,
save that which #t received by the extension
of his head. But what added to its natural
stiffness,wns an urmease shirt collar, possessing,
as the laundry maid used to sav, neither bounds
nor limits—so that in its starched condition, it
even overtopped our hero’s cars,

With such 2 conformation gnd appearance,
vou cannot well imagine Dan to have been won.
derfully expert.  Yet go 1t was that this uncouth
wortal boasted of lns agility. He could walk
and danco with equal grace. Inthe former de-
partinent, his strids might be said to rival that
of Jeck with his threo leagued boots, so that,
i going to, or returning from the country
church, his fellow pedestnians wondered at his
locomotion, and inwardly aexccrated thewr own
shortness of legs, which in these casvs, was
evidently o great disndvantage.

“hen this wonderful phenomennn first made
Ius appearance 1n the world, his relations, struck
with the unnatural appeararce of the prodigy,
held a council to detérmine upon the future
sphore of his action. Nothing determunate,
howover, was done. When he arrived at the
age of sixteen, & second council was held with
the hke success. One proposed that he should
po made a Soldier, bu: lus natural cisposition
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heginning about this time to dovelopo itsalf,
thov concluded that he waz ten indolent to march
and tno great acoward to fight,  Auother mon.
tinned the hfo of a Swlor, but this cmployment
was g ineongruous with Dan’s disposition asthe
othur, A third the law, but it appenrs, at the
period alluded to, our hero had some seruples of
eonscience respecting the profession—peobably
artang out of his natural love of easo. It was
finally determined that ha should bo left to the
choce of Ing own profossion,

¢ The village oli declarved how much ho knew,
“"T'was certain he couldwrite and cipher too,

and accordingly Dan an # few monthsg made his
debut us a pedagasua.  In tis employmons, he
had nuerous difliculties to encounter.  Many
were the threats and giimaces which he used to
preserve order aud dacormn in lus little band of
giglers, but these efforts frequently increased
their suppressed laugh mto a general cachina-
tion. Inthis predicament we must do Dan the
justice to suy that he did not stare, like Dominie
Sampson, and exclmm pro-di-gi.ous; but he had
cecourse to the birch which, however, produced
sundry rebellions among lus hopeful pupils.
Ono mstance,in wineh an Inkstand was discharg.
ed at hus hoad,and produced as great a metamar-
phosty, as any Ovid relotes, in our hero’s phy-
swgnomy and haen, terminated in his total
discamfiture and cisgrace. [ut without dwelling
mmnutely upon these trifling me:Ceats of his hife,
wineh ndeed produced wmuch merriment and
udicule at his expence, we procecd to the
more grave and important features of his ns-

tory.

Cupid is a wayward hoy—for such was Dan’s
singuler fate that be hed not Jaboured long in
his vocation, when he actually became enamour.
ed of a girl, who, 10 her inost erect posture, wes
hitle nore thun half” hes hesght.  “To lum she
was all lovely. In her tle grev eyes he saw
unrivalled brightness.  Bvery glance durted
love—every movement was grace. No appel-
lation wag suflicient to convey his idea of her
excellence. At one time ne colled her a nymph
—at another, a maid—and anon, an Angel.
Though formerly he pessessed z cold disposi-
tion, he new became suddenly eanthusiastc.
Oace a fee to all the fine arts, Le was. now un-
accountably transmuted o a puet, Formerly,
a heretic to the moro tender fechngs of the
human heart, he felt the wstantaneeus change
of converston, and beeame the warm advocate
of gentimenis which ho (ormerly rejected, asthe
absued vagaries of madmen. From some of
his cotnpositions at ths period, the followmng
may be given as 8 specimen of the uutute of
s sentinrentg:—

TO MY LOVE DOLLY DIMPLE.
Who e'er has scen thy angelie frame,
Bedeck’d with grazes simple,
Ard has not felt a holy tlame,
My love—my Dotly Dunple?

Thine eve, a star—thy cheel, a rose— '
Thy nuck, of ivory winteness—
Thysclf, bke 10 a floswer that blows,
‘Lo shame Apollo®s brightness!

Who would not live to dic for thee,
In form and dress so simple;
But past the power of rivaly,
Aly fove—my Dully Dimpte?

This is perhaps an infenor specimen of our
hero's poetical efforte.  In fzct, he irequently
Lreathed out his wholo soul in verse, in strams
so pathetic and tender, as almost to melt the
heart of his foir enchizntress, But, alas! he hud
a rival. of a very extraerdimary natare.  This
was John Sylvertree. If Dan was at one ex-
treme of the human stature, Johin was at the
other. Inshapeand appearance, he very much
resembicd a pair of iongs. Yet, notwithstand-
wy hus daminutive head, he boested of his hies-
ary acquiremetits, and had actually received a

diploma for Ins wenderful performances on some

of the mast usoful bones of the human &ystem.
Of his phystognomy, his nosc was tho most
prominent feature, It was truly Roman., {he
eyes looked as 1/ they had been taken from an
owl’s head, and dropped corelessly into ther
soeknts; and his mouth could once boast of de-
molishing 4 whole pound of pork, at one meul.
But his owl’s eyes were suddenly converted intn
sheeps, and his mouth rejocted its wonted food
and boverage. Ile had actually been scarched
by Dau’s flame, Dolly Dimplo. Sylvertree’s
musien) powers lirst brouzght lum into great re-.
pute withtho ladies.  “Lhrough bis nasal organ
he could 1ntate every species of soand; and
this wonderful protuberance seemed, at imes,
to possess all the qualties of the bugle, 1 the
hands of a master piayer.  ‘I'he constant atten.
tions of these two individuals to diss Doily Dim.
plo, could not but attract their mutual notice and
awaken wutval jealousy. ‘To whom the youns
lady would have giveu the preference was a
matter difiicult to be deternuned.  Her attempts
to ploase both seemed to bo equally bulancen;
and she acted the part of a skilful diplomatiss,
to increase thoe attentions of her lovers, and their
devotion to hersell,

But Dan’s nature could not long brook tius
awful state of suspense; and he determaed
boldly to tell digs Dungple the state of s mmd.
An opportunity, for thus purpose, sonn ntter oc-
curred. [ie called ong morning ut her father’s
house, and being ushered 1nto the parlour, ho
toand Miss Dunple seated on the sofu.  Aiter
an awkward bow and a bashtul blush, he took
Ins scat on the sofa beside her.

“ Miss Dimple,” sawd he, while his harsh dig-
cordant voice tremiled with emotions, * will you
forgive my presumption, when [ tefl you that ¢
have dared to love—ves ! I adore you—and ol
let e ask, does your heart utter one response
i umson with my feelings,”~-and he dropped
on his kne¢ beside her and caught ber hand.
But alas ! in the fervour of feching, he forgat
the tremenduous length of his supporters, and
through haste to express lues adaration, hus knce
came 10to contact with sundry protuberances on
Miss Dunple’s toes; which caused herto scream
with agony, to the no small discoméiture of our
agitated hero.  1lad this accident not occured,
what might huve been the faur fudy’s ansver, u
is difiicult to decide. She had now, howover,
for some time, maintained a sullen aud obstinate
silence, vhen Sylvertree entered the apartment
—Dan wos siill in his supplicating posture, so
utterly hotrified was he, at the efiects of the dis-
aster.  {Iis eyes were firmiy nivetted on those
of the fuir damsel, and his fuco was the counter-
part of that of a condemaed criaunal when led
to the place of execution.

When Sylvertree saw the posture of his rival,
he kacw not whether to advance or retire—bus
the female relieved his emberrassment by mo-
ucuing him to be seated on the sota beside her.
Dan, whoeso jealous eye, noticed this tast pohti-
cal movement, lost all his previous emotinns in
envy and resentment; and, in a moment, disap-
peared from the room.

“On the following morning, the sun rose
bright to every eye n the village. but 1hat of
* Dandie and Sylvertreo.  ‘The shight that had
buen cast upon the addresses of the former, and
the interruption with which he had met, could
nut bo overlooked 3 and, under tho maddemng
influcnce of disappownted love, s rage actually
roso to such a piteh that he wasinduced to seud
a challenge to his dimmutive nival.  'The, place
was uppointed, and the tune immedialely after
sunrise. Never did our two worthies visw the
appearance of the bright orb of day, with such

melaucholy feelings.
** Each looked at sky and hill and plain,
¢ Ay what bie no’er might sce agamn.

They arnved at the appomted place. On
this memorable morning, Sylvertree showed that

what he wanted in physical strengih, he posses-



