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ENGLISH SP. REF. ASSOC'N,

From the JFonetic Jurnal’s account
ov the anynal meeting in London we
extract the folowing:—

Mr J. B. RunpErL then moved the
re-election ov officers. He sed that
the prezent age haa been described az
one in which the novel had replaced
the sermon. 1t was encuraging thar-
fore tu find the question ov speling re
form mentiond m the novels ov tu day.
In that popular work, ¢All Sorts and
Conditions ov Men,” ther wer three
separat ataks on speling in its prezent
condition. If it wer brought home tu
the teachers who had now so laborius
ly tu impres upor. the minds ov the
yung the speling ov our langwej that
that speling was condemd by the lead
ing etymologists ov the day, who wer
all in favor ov fonetic speling. he tho t
they wud be weand from their prezent
opinions; and then thru them might be
reacht the Inspeclors, who wer the
greatest oponents ov anything in the
way ov change ov speling.

Mr PacLiarpini seconded the motion,
and remarkt that Lord Tennyson had
consented tu become one ov the vice-
prezidents ov the Association becauz
he wisht that the pronunciation which
bro t ont the efects dezignd in hiz po-
etry shud be faithfully recorded for the
use ov future times.

The motion being agreed tu Mr
Henry Sweet, M. A., was calld upon tu
deliver hiz lecture on **Speling Reform
in its relation tu the Practi. al Studies
ov Langwejez.”

Mr Sweer began by quoting Prof.
Seeley's remark that the study ov His-
tory, while it shud be scieatific in ite
method shud pursue a practical object.
My Sweet wud extend the application
ov this remark tu the science ov filol-
ogy. Hithertu, this science, Mr Sweet
sed, had not exerted any favorabl in-
fluens on the practical study ov lan-
gwej, but rather the revers, sz shown
by the former hostil attitude ov filolo-
gists and clasical scolarz tu speling re-
form. The remedy for this lay in the
recognition ov a science ov Living Fil-
ology, based on the thoro study ov liv-
ing langwejes by means ov fonetics
and psycology. Two comon buteroneus

notions wer, that an acurat pronuncia-
tion oud be aguired by mere imitation,
without the help ov fonetic analysis,
and that minute distinctions cud be
safely disregarded in understanding or
speaking a living langwej. Even a
purely lﬁemry study ov a langwej rhud
be based on its collo:uial form. for this
alone was simpl. regular and definitly
limited in the range ov its forms and
vocabulary. No langwejcud be really
masterd eesept thru a fonetic nota:ion,
[not ecsepting our own ]

Naws.—We ar always glad tu receiv
items ovnews. If papersar sent, par-
agrafs shud be marke.

Posrage.—The postage (Canadian)
on a singl copy ov any periodical weigh-
ing les than an ounce iz haf a cent. -
Une-haf cent stamps ar for sale. This
apphes tu the tHeraLp.

&= Every public reading room in
the cuntry shud be suplied with more
or les ov the literature ov Simplitied
Speling. Sum one in every city and
town shud atend tu this, Mechanics’
Institutes, Y..:1.C. Associations, colejes
and other places hav reading rooms.
Tu acustom the public tu the sight ov
new spelings iz even more needed than
abstract arguments. The educated 2l1-
redy nomost ov them The ignorant
wil not understand. Such printed lit-
erature shud be properly placed and
regularly put up.

gas~The Chathum Planet sez we “do
not go by eni clasification ov sounds
givn by the authorities.” Az this iz so
indefinitand laks exampl and explicit-
nes, we ar at & loss We bav diligent-
ly compard the best authorities both
with one another and with the acroat,
the sounds themselvz and their mode
ov production by the vocal organs; in
other words, scientitic fonology and
the fysiology ov speech. Authorities
oL anatomy difer; caréful dissection iz
the final apeal. Dissect sounds, Mr.P,,
compare authorities, and ‘giv us a betr.

The FONSBTIC HORALD iz publisht
monthly (ecsept July and Aug.) [t izdevoted
tu PRONUNCIATION, and tu explaining and ex-
emplifying the simplicity and practicability
ov amending our ORTEOGRAFY, 60 8% tu spel by
sound insted ov by memory. 35 conts & year.



