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LESSON SETTING-Amnos is the carliest of flie Old Testament prophats whosc writings have corne down te
us. Ra was a herdsrnan, or small shcap-farm2er in Tekoa, a small uplands town about six'miles south of Bethlehem;
and also a " pinchcr o! sycomores," a troc xvhose fruit was more qickly ripened by being brilised or pincbcd.
Although ha was a nativo of Judah, the southera kingdoxn, ho became a prophet to the northern kingdom, Israel.
Amos prophesied about the middle of the eigbth century 13.C., a period of great prosperity in Jsrael. B3ut, while
outward religious observances were kept up with great ragularity, thora was much wîckedness and forgatfulness
of God tbroughout tho nation. In bis discourses or sermons Amos warned the rulors and people of Isracl that
God would surely punish thora for their ovil-doing. The Lesson la taken ftrm one of the sermons.

GOLDEN TEXT-Seeik good, and not evil, that ye inay live.--Amos S: -. 4.

Memorize vs. 7,8. THE LESSON PASSAGE-Amos 6: 1-8.
i Woo ta thema thai are at case in Zi'on, aud ILtrust

in the mountain of Samar'ia, 'àwhieh are namned ehief o!
the nations, tg wham the bouse of Is'rael 3 came 1

2 Pass ye unto Cal'neh, arnd sc -: and froru thonco go
yr ta Ha'math the great . then go down ta Gath of the

hiitnes - e thep botter than these kingdomas? or
their border greater than your border ?

3 Ye thst put far away the cvil day, and cause the
seat of violence ta camne near-;

4 That lie upon beds of ivoc,. and stretch, themeselves
upon their couches. and cnt the larnbs out of the flock,
and the calves out of the niidst o! tho stal;

5 That $chant to tho sound of the viol, and invent
ta themselves instruments of musick, like Da'vid;

6 That drink wina in bovis, and anoint thernselveg
with tho chic! ointments : but they are not grieved foi
the affliction of Jo'seph.

7 Therefore now sahal they go captive 'with the first
that go captive, and the ' banquet of thorm that stretch-
ed themselves shalt 7be removed.

8 The Lord God hath sworn by himself. saith the
Lord the God of hosts, 1 abhor the exceltency ot JWcob,
and hato histpalaces : thereforo wiil I deliver up the
city with al bat is therein.

Bevlaed Version-, ta thorm that are secure in ; 2 the notable men of tho. chief of; comne 'is; sing idie
songs ta the sound of the viol ; that devise for e rcvelry - Pa away.

DaiIy Readings-(By courtesy of I. IB. X. Association, Mr. S. C. Bsiley, Secrctary, 26 Old Bailey, London,.
Englad.)-M-Theblinding affect of sin, Amnos 6: 1-.S. T.-God's judgment, Isa. 5 : 8-16. W.-Tho source

o! woo, las. 28: 1-7. Th.--An apostle's exhortation. Titus 2 : 8-15. F.-An example te observe, Dan. 1 : 8-16
S.-Childrcn of light, 1 Thes. 5 : 5-11. S.-The woes of intemperance, Prov. 23: .29-35.

THE LESSON
I.WKuNIG.-î. Woe ; 'wolemnlwarninglof

approacbing doom. To themn .-at ease ; the rulers
of the nation. -Who are altogether carclesa of the
thrcatening danger. Ini M!on ; a name for Jcrusnlem,
tho capital of tho southarn kingdom. The prophet
would warni, in an caracat passing word, his owrn land
of Judeh, that sinful case in the prescnit vii bring
crusbing woe in the future upon ber, as well as upon
her northern ncighbor, Ierael, ta whom the prophccies
of Amos were ehicfly addressed. Secure (Rev. Ver.);
hugging tho dolusion that no harma can comae ta thcmn.
Samarla ; the capital of Iscaci. Both Jerusalém and
Samnaria were splendidly situatcd, bcing dcfcnded by
the surrounding mauntains, and thoir people foolishly
imagincd that, however thcy nxight net, Ged would
protect them. The notable xn (Rcv. Ver.). Men
of mark, tha great mon of tho two nations. Chief ef
the nations. Judah and Israel boasted themsclvcs
to hc firat amnongst the nations of tho oarth. Hlouse
of Zaraci (the people of the land) came. Tho meaning
i3, that the people of Judah and Israel vent ta the
.notable men" for direction and guidance.

2. CsIneh ; a large and powerful city, probably
about sevcnty-five miles north of Hfamnath, the great,
an the Orontes river, one hundred and fifty miiles xiorth
of Damascus, the modem Hamah, -witb 30,000 inhabi-
tants. Gath of the Philistines ; that one of tho Phil-
istines' five cities, the other four bciag: A3bkelon, Ash-
dod, Gaza and Ekron, nearest ta the border et Judah.
They should probabiy bo '"you ;" their sbould ho
".your," and your *'thor." Tho cities name{l great
and strong as tbey had boon, were now in ruins ; bow
oould Judali and lsrnel bc 30 sure that tbey wauld
oscape destruction ?

EXPLAINED
IL. SELF-INDULGENCE.-, 4. Put far away;

postpone. Evil day ; the day of punisbment. They
could not really prevent or delay its caming;, but
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they could refuse ta, think of it, and persuade thcm-
selves that it would neyer camne. Seat ef violence ;
the seat of the unjust judgcs who practiscd oppression
Beds of ivory ; couches inlaid with ivory brouglit
fram distant lands, a mark of extravagant 1.xy
St.retch themasalves upon their couches ; the
splcndidIy drapcd divans uscd for reccining at table.
Bat.-. lanbs - -and. .calves; gluttonously devour
tho daiaticst and tcnderest food.

5, 6. Slng idle songs (Rov. Ver.). "Twittcr"
tho word mecans, which the prophet uses ta expres
bis contcmpt for the music that cnlivcncd thoeo luxur-
ious fcasts. Viol ; harp. Iavent . . instruments ..
like David ; but use thora for idle amusement only ;
whilo ho used thorm for the warship of Ged. Drink
wlne In bowîs ; *'by cwcrfuls"-watcrpotfuls, drink
themscîves drunk. Anoint thamselvcs with the
chiet olntmaonts ; cils o! tho choiccat kinds, the
flrst et the ails for the leaders of tho first amongst the
nations (ace v.: 1). Net grieved for.. Joseph.
licro t'ho visale nation o! lsracil la namaed tram its

Lesson XII.


