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wvas given by the public.
Thiere are five classes of Grecian poetry,

viz. :Epic, Lyric, lambic, Melos and the
Draina.

Of the epic poets we find Homner, Hes-
iod, and several insignificant versifiers,
cnlled the " cyclic bards," wvho flourishied
about the, time of Homer, muchi ini the
saine wvay as did rnany iniferior dramatists
contemporary Nvitih our owvn Shakespeare.

Greater than ail other Grecian poets
wvas Homner. Of his parentage notluing is
known. Seven cities contest for the hionor
of being luis birtliplace, but of these
Silyrna lias been cliosen by modern schol-
ars. It is said tluat lie wvas blind, and in
abject poverty. The date of his birtlî wvas
some tinie before 800 B. C.

I-is works are the Iliad and Odyssey.
The Iliad is a tale of the sieg-:e and destruc-
tion of Troy by the Hellenie peoples. In
it wve flnd conubinied beauty and siniplicity
of expression, wvitli tlie nost vîvid and
realistie descriptions. One nmoment ve
lie.ar tlîe confliet of armnies led on by iiil-
niiortal comnianders . and the next we lîcar
the voice o! the priest, as before the altar
lie inakes hic vows to the gods, or that of
the women of Troy, as tlîey wvander,
iiîoaniuîg, about the streets of tlîeir be-
le.agi.ued city.

Not inferior'to tluis is the Odyssey.t
tale of the ten years* wzinderings on the
sea of the Greciaîî Ulysses after the siege
of Troy.

Tiiese books were for a Bible to the
Greek. In theie lie put lus trust .tliere
lue found coîitaîned the standard of relig-
ion. law anid custoins of ]lis people.

Next to Homier, anîd iîîferior to liiîî,
cornes Hesoid. about a century later. His
works dIo not deal wvith great theiies sîîcl
as those o! Ilonier, but ratlier witlu fables
of tlle gods and otiier sucu mnatcrial. His
grentest Nwor< is enititled "Work andc
D.-ys." Hecsiod wvas tlîe founder and
master of the Bleotiaui 9clool.

Witli tiese bards epic poctry reaclîcd
its liigluest pitch., and afier thecir limie it
gavec pl.-ce to tlue lyric forîîî.

Thuis style origiîiated in chanîts anid soîîgs
o? wailing, iiiteîudcd to be accoîuîpaîuicd by

the flute. Gradually it came to be em-
ploycd aniong the Greeks in their noblest
war songs, and in songs of conviviality
and mirth, tili at last almost ail Grecian
poetry wvas Iyric.

About the seventhi century B. C. the
lyric reached its hieight. At this time,
indced, alniost everything regarding the
state was rendered in song, wvhile even the
most mnor occurrences of everyday life
wvere described in the samne way. Tyr-
taeus, decrepit and deformed, wvha wvas
sent in derision by the Athenians, in an-
swver to an oracular response to lead the
Spartaiis, thougli unfit as a general, pour-
,cd forth his fiery elegies in the public car
and inspired theni on to victory.

Solon, lawgivcr and statesman, sage and
p)hilosopher, fired the Athenians by luis war
songs. Callinus roused Ephesus to suc-
cess, and Simionides chanits of Marathon's
falleîi brave. wvhile Mimnermos, adopting
a less nuournful thenie, sings of and ex-
aits tlle shortlived joys of life. But
grcater than ail of these ivas Pindar, the
lyric bard of Boctia. He lived about 500
B. C.

As tlîe epic gave wvay to the lyrie so the
lyric yielded to Ille lambic. Archiilocus
seciiis to hiave been the first one to employ
this style. By the nmeans of this, sarcasin,
ridicule, inockery, jest of ail kinds wvere
throwvn broaidcaist, and wvith bitter effect
v~ery oftcn. Archilocus mnade the feast of
Denuieter. a season Milen the lambic should
be eniployed freely to the discomflture of
those against whioni its je.sts mnight be
directed.

HlipIpoIa, wvho lived about the middle
o!f the sixth. century B. C.. wvas famous
for the saine kind of wvriting.

And nowv another change takes place.
The meclos or song fol1ow~ed the iiambic.
Differing cntirely fron the former styles.
andl 'lot dealing with the stronger andl
more turbulent fornis o! lufe. this touched
uplon lighter and more gentle themies.
Nature was its theine, anud the joys and
sorrows of luie, the filier sentiments wvhichl
coille from the hecart and the passions of
the sou].
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