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And a few sentences afterwards he contrasts Lu-
ther, Calvin, and Wesley, wuh the Lord Jesus
Chirist. Now, we candidly confess, we don't hike
this way of speaking at all, and we are amazed
that a mumster, who belongs to a Cliurch winch
has a creed, and confessions, and stan-ard artieles
of disciphne, for which many of her dearest sons
and daughters have bied, should have been so far
left 1o hun«elf, 14 to <peak thus,  Our opion s,
that the * mists and clouds” mtheology, bave therr .
origgim, not m the siudy of systematic contesaonzof .
of fiuth, or catechisinns (such a3 ourowny, butmn the
very reverse s the neglect of such admzable come
pends as these are. Who will question wat the
Holy Scaptures are the ouly * wyall:ble’ stand-
-ard 3 but surely Mr. P does not mean to mamaate
that there 13 anything in human formatanes, when |
propetly understood amd uwd, at vanance wanh
this 1 He knows very well that those Churches, ¢
esuch as Scottand, Iloltand, Geneva, and France
{we sprak of fonner days)y, which adhiered most
fumly to therr standards, were prounnent for
the regard they cherished for the auwthority of
Seonpture. Moreover, we would solemniy pat 1t
10 those who are ted away by modern presudices
on this matter—ainong whit classes has the .
reverence for God's W ord most sensibly dimintshed
of 1ate years, if not among such as have adopted .
dow ticws of meuranon ! and who are they that ,
have generaliy adopied fow views of snsprranon !,
Unquestionably thie men who have jomed most
fiercely 10 the crusade agamst creeds.  ‘The fol.
lowing passage from Dz, Miller’s admrable cssay
on Creeds and Confesions,~a small work which
every throlozical student should study,—aze wor-
thy of atzention :—

* Are those individuals or churches, who have
been most distinguished for their attachinent and
adherence to crecds, mose regardless of the Bible
thanother professing Christians? Do they appear
to esteemn the Bible less? Do they read st bess?
Do they appeal toit less frequently, as their grand *
and uhimate authority 1 Do they quote it more |
sarely, or with less wespect an their preaching 1
Where they once refer to their Creeds or Cate-
chiuns, for cither authority or osration, in the
pulpit, do they not notosiomly, refer to the Bible
a thousand times 1 Do they 1ake less pains than
others to impresa the contents of the sacred vo-
lume on the minds of their chitdren, and to holld it
forth asshe unceazing object of study toall?  Look
at the reformed churchesof Seatland and Holland,
of France and Geaevy, in their best state, when
tieir Confessions of Faith were most venerated,
and had mou power, and then sy, whether any
churclies, since the day< of the apostles, ever dis-
covered moze reverence for the Seriptures, ar
treated them with more devout regard, as the
only peifect standand of faith and practice, than #
they ! Nav,am I not wagmnied in taking a
eimilar appeal wath 1espect 10 thote cherchies in
our land, which have heen most distinguishied for
theirantachment to ciceds . Are not their ininis.
ters, in generml, quite 88 remsaskable for very
Tasely guoting their on ccclesiastien] formularies,
for cither proof o dilustmtion, as they are for their
constaut and abawdant quata iens from Scriplure
for bath pu-puses?  Can the vame incessant and
devout recurrence to the sxered oracles be aceribed !
with equal truth 10 tiie geeat body of the opposers !
of Creeds, in ancieal or modern timee? 1T wilt "
niot prese this comparison into further detail; bog
have no apprchention that even the tatterest ene- §
my of Creeds, who has 3 tolerable acquaintance ’
with facts, and the smsllest portion of candour, |
will ventuge to say that the result faicly deduced, i
is in favour of his cause.”

Mr. P. 2ays he does not intend to *analyze
erceds and confessions.”  We say he ought 1o |
have analyzed them hefore he venwred to rpeak §
of the ** impressions” which* prevad,” and ** which
mostly have had their ongim there”  We deay

. we may obey and do them I

and we would say at once, both i respect to lus
views, and those 2ot forth m a late artcle m the
Chastian Guardian, that we do not at al sympa-
thire with those sltr views wiich woutd hesitate
s to U hee and finoh ntation W sinners to come
10 Uhrist. We are not aware of anytung i the
view we have set fond ot the doctrine of election,
what mstates aganst this, Mr. P, ideed, loogs
o st as 2 sl thiny that God's seeret wal, and s
revealed, shouhd m any case be supposed to clash,
Are we not tobd that * seeret things betonyg 1w
Gold,” but that thungs + reveated betung 1o usthat
We beiteve that
there can be no real nconsistency betwint the
purpaser o Gad, and lus commands; but there
dues ofien appear 10 us to be such an weoge
sstency , amd he st read his Bible to hatie pur-

s pose who does not see maufold silustravons of

this. Bot we aseribe this 1o our agnosanze of a
cotmmun praaciple of seconcement. ‘Ihe deerees
of God are not meant to muluewce our conduer at
it st as wath the revelution of God unly welave
10 do.

We wonder that the fr:ends of evangelical trath
should lay sy stress un the popular and hack-
ueyed oivecuon to Caivingan, that of the finaistate
of atd s fixed, sncans and 1espunsibities on the
part of man are set aude. How are they set
asde 4 the case of the loture dife, any more than
m the case of the presemt ] Ase not our days de-
tesmuned, and the namber of our months wuh
Gull  And how fooltsh do we count that man
who argaes that becasse God knows whether he
shall recover or die, e need not apply to a phy-
siczan, in the case of discase ! "The favounte dis-
tinction betwixt forcknowledge and decree will not
aval a the one eaxe any mwore than an the other ;
for 1f the thing 13 knoicn in any sense as mfallibly
to be, &t 13 cestanmly fixed, and the only quesuon
13, by whom or by what?  Mr. P. thinks that the
* nnprezsions” of creeds— having ther onain
there —iend 10 * fataliam  but who in the case
brfure us, are the « fataliste 1 Unquestionahly
the Christian Guardian and Mr. Peden ;3 for it is
they, not we, who fix the cernamty of an event
forescen, m somethng wrrespective of Goil.

‘Thie view qiven at pp. 8181, of the manaer n
which the word preached, is sanl 10 be « the great
srsralinfliuence cmployed by the Spurit of God 10
convince il convest,” seems to us utterly at va-
sance with the docinne of the necessiy of speeial
gace to convest the sinner. Mr. PP saps ex-
pressty, that “anan has pawcer 1o receive tAs in-
Slucnce of the Ioly Spmrit;” but what docs he

- mean by the antlaence of the Holy St 1 He

munsdiately 1clls us: *m other words, he has
power to recave the grest truth, which the Spurat
cuplays az the moral mstrament 0 nflucace the
sua! i convarnion and sanchficaton ; or, in plan
terme, hie hias a pawer to behevn the Gospel;”® and
this he calls « paicer to become the Sons af God,"
a~crilung thiz power in bath lights to the natwral
man,  His application of John i. 12, to this sense
of the doctrine of the Spirie, ie, to ue, very offen-
sive—vea, revolting—* \We aze born not of blood,
nog of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of Gad.”  *We are born of the will of God "
* Now. whether 1z thus lus societ or revealed
wilt! That at is the latter, is scen from other
paeages”—p. §3.  The paesageskereferstoare,
1 Petli.23-25; 1Johnv.1,9,10: Heb. dii. 19—
We quote all these at lenath without comment,
and {cl no anxicty as to the “ impreasion” they
will make on cvery candid mind: « Sceing ye
have parified your souls jn obeying the truth
thraugh the spirit unto unfeizacd love of the bre-
thren, sce that ye love one another with & pure
heart fervently 3 being born amain, not of corrupti-
ble sced, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God,
witich hiveth and abideth forever: for all flesh is

| ax grase, and all the glory of man as the flower of

geass: the grass withereth, and the flower thepeof
falleth awzy ; but the Word of the Lord endureth

that any of them had their « ongin there i fosever. d this i i -
We Joutt me il ahoet 16 orever.  And this is the word which by the Gos

Peden’s aay of

sddreeing sanere, {n the way of {ne fnvitation ¢

pel s preached vato you™ * Whosoaver believath
that Jemus is the Chnet, is bem of Gad.” » If we

reccive the witness of men, the witness of God is
greater ; for this 13 the witness of God which he
hath tesutied of lus Son. lHe that believeth on
the Son of Gud hath the witness in himself: he
that beheveih not God hath made him a linr, bee
cause he bebicveth not the record that God gave
of fus Son.” * Jake heed, brethren, lest thers
be sn any of you un evil heart of unbeficf in dee
partig from the living God.”

OF Mr. PUs wierpreiation of John i, 12, 13, we
have no hesitauon in pronvuncing it most unwars
ranted and preposterous. e hus no right to
tuanslate the clause, asf the word for « will” were
necessarily underztood. It is not the * will of
man” and the * will of God,” that are placed in
oppostion.  The opposition lies~betwixt all the
three causes of adopt:on supposed, and God.
‘There 15 the “ blood,” as referring to the descent
from Absakam.  ‘Fhere is the will of the flesh,”

of man,” i reference to the voluntary adoption of
orphans or strangers into a Jamily. Then, in
contradistinetion from ull these, there is God ;
not the « will” of God, but simply * of God®
& Owt eyarryfnoar,  Nothing can be more gra-
tazous than the aszumpuon that ** man's will” and
“ God's revealed will,” are brought into juxtaposi-
tion. Indecd, cven this notion. absurd as it is,
would not serve Mr. P.'s purpose, because if it is
God's * revcaled” will that is here noticed, then it
will follow that the contrast must be the * re«
vealed will of the flesh” and  the revealed will of
man,” which is positively absurd. Indced, there
13 something more than absurd in the very parals
leli-m supposed in any case between * the will of
the flesh*— the will of man,” and * the will of
{ God.” If this is a specimen of Mr. P.'s ordinary
| expositions of Scripture, we would consider a
Presbytenal visit very necessary ; and the very
{ fitst question put to the elders and congregation
might be, ** Doth your minister expound the Word
plamly, Senpturally, and edifyingly 1"
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*¢ Becanze studyingaud prayinazare two distinet
things, 1t 1s beneficial and salutary for the student of
diinnty akat such intervals occur, (alluding to the
approaching I'assion-week,) and they are at such
tunes dmwn off a httle from their studies ; and they
do well at such praads, wlile the seasen lasts, not
10 think of studyany, but only direct theirheartsto
the divine pacures,that they may receive adsiiiona)
strength of fasth, geow and wcrense in the love of
1 Chinst, and be miore fervent i God: they would
i then centamly derive great benefit from them. A
student of divimty ought 10 lay his studies aside
with the close of the day on Saturday, that he
may duly prepare himselfforthe Sunday, and thea
devote the Sunday entirely 10 letting his hearnt
1 Wholly Jow into Gad, and seck in every thing that

he hears or reads, not 10 become more learned but
more pious and better.  If the students would do
this every week, Oh what unspeakable advantage
In 2 religions point of e w, would thes derive from
it! But when studying isnot laid aside on the
approach of Sunday, but continued—ihe word of
God dees not duly penetrate into the heart; the
sermon js listencd o only for the purpose of catch-
ing at somvthing by which the individual may in-
crease his learning, and afierwards be able to talk
about it to othere, and in this manner he is de-
ceived by the devil, eo that he never attains to
real siability in religion.  But when three days
atc devoted, onte after another, 10 the soul, and
when the student secks 10 unite his heart with God
~—real benefit may be derived from such seasons,
hke dry ground, when a continued rain descends
upon it, and refreshes and fructifies ig.”

* If & mndent of divinityis not chiefiy volicitiers
that the kingdem of Satan wikia him mpy Vs

ur thur own nateral didce. There is the “will




