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liis views in the following language :—* Tt is oh.
vious to the candid that, between the exiremes,
there is & wido and safe middle ground. That
eafe middle ground is 1the opional use of a ite
urgy or form of public service, having the sanc-
tion of the Church. If such a book wero com-
piled from tho liturgics of Culvin, Kuosx, and of
the Reformed Churchics containing appropriato
prayers for ordinary publie worship, for epecial
occasions, as for times of sickness, declension
or public calamity, with fotms for thoe administra-
tion of baptism, and of the Lord's supper, for
funerals and marrirges, wo are bold to say that
it would bo, in our judgment, a very great bless.
g The writerstates his views at considerablo
length on tho subject, and gives exfracts from
the liturgy of Calvin, which formed the basis of
theso  which were in use in the Reformed
Churches in the continent,

We do not proposo to take up all the poinis
which are adverted to by this writer and othiers
who tako the same view, but we must say de-
ciledly that, wo regard the reasonings of those
who are writing in favour of liturgical forms as
altogether unneccsmary.  Tho  Presbyterian
Church has, we believe, its mind mado vpon thoe
sulject, and we regard it as propostcrous to
suppose for a momeut that any such forms will
be sanctioned by any sound, healthy branch of
the Preshyterinn Church. We admit that the
early Reformeis sanctioned forms of service.
But the circumstances of the times rendercd this
necessaty. Tho people were famizhing for the
bread of life, and wero cagerly desiring the
mitk of the word, while there was alinost a total
want of preperly cducnted ministers.  The
Church then sanctioned the order of readers, and
the use of forms of prayer. But cro.ong, these
wero discontinued, as the facilities for obtaining
a properly educated ministry increased; and
soor: the Church of Scoiland allowed set forms
to fall into total disuse, So it hasbeen in other
churches. We have reason to believe that forms
of prayer were unknown in the carly Christian
Church. For the use of forms would have been
at variunce with the ficedom and simplicity of
their worship, and no form of prayer was record~
ed or preserved by the contemporaties of (ho
apostles, or by their immediato cuccessors. And
unquestionably, the tendency of the use of forms
ia, 10 check the growth of a spirit of devotion,
and to produce carelessness and deadness by un-
varying repetition, whileno fo:me, however excef-
lent they may be in themselves, will be found
suitable forihie various circumstances in which
a minister and his congtegation may be placed.

We regard, then, tho labours of these who are
directing their cnergies to the introduction of a
liturgy into 1he Presbyterian Church of the
present day, as altogether in vain. We do not
say that the usge of furmsis inconsistent with the
spisit of prayer, but unquessionably, such a spirit
is not likely 1o be fostered by such ineans ; while,
without doubt, the 1asto and fcelings of our
peuplo are decided!y opposed 19 such services,

But while these are our viewsn regard 10 the
fotroduction of a liturgy into tho Presbytenan
Church, it becomes us, we think, solemnly to ask

how and whence it is that there is this growing
expression of fecling in regurd to the introduc.
tion of forms. Why have these been thought to
Lo neccessary? May it vot be that poverty and
weakness in the pulpit have ted to this feeling 1
May not this felt want hatve briginated in tho
want of a devotional spirit, and of appropriate,
sciiptural expressions in public prayer?  May it
not be that tho inappropriatenees of the exescices,
tho incongruous subjects introduced, and the
tediousnces of tho services, have often marred a
communion season, and begotten a desire for
gome suitable form to guide tho ministor in tho
administration of the solemn ordinance of the
supper? We are persuadoed that the feeling in
regard to the intraduction of forins of service has,
in a great measure, grown fram this glate of
things. In many instances, tho services of the
eanctunry do not meet the desires and wants of
the people. There may he cxeescive length, or
fow expressions,—or an sitempt at fino words,
or lightness and flippancy, or a manifest lack
of a devotional spirit; and 23 & consequence,
careless worshippers are not impressed,and devout
woishippers are not henefited or edifed. But
how shiould we seek to have such a state of things
remedied 1 Not, we think, by introducing forms,
which may be in thetnselves appropriate and un-
exceptionable, but by sceking an incresso of truo
religion, an outpouring of the epirit, a revival
of the Church of Christ.  This is what the
church requires in the present day. Until we expe-
rience such revival, unti! the spirit bo poured out
from on high, vain will bo all mere hutan
devices to obtain an improvement. Let us
carncstly seek tho revival of genune relizion, an
outpouring of the Sperit upon all churches. Then
would thero be more life, und power in all the
exercises of the sanctunry.  There would be
wre life and power in ourpreaching, there would
be more epeaking from the heart 10 tho heart.—
There wonld be moro life and heart in our
praises.  Oor congregations would wih ope
heart, if not with ‘one voice wmake a joyful
noiso unto the Lord. There would be moro
life, and unction and power in our prayers,
and directed in our devotions by the spirit of
grace and supplications, we should not feel the
need of forms of prayer.

D . S
NOTES OF A MISSIONARY TOUR.
By tug Evitor.

Following cuta plan, in the arrangement
of which we had been kindly aided by the Rev.
John McKinnon, of Owen Sound, and our young
fricnds, Mr. MeMillan, presently stationed at
Dutham, and Mr. D. Clark at St. Vineent, we
left Toronto on the morning of tho 9th August,
by tho Nonhera Railroad, At Collingwood we
took the steamor Ozford for Owen Sound, which
place, in consequence of a stronz heud wind, we
did not seach until beiween \wo and three o'clock
the following maming At Owen Sound we
remained for three or four days, assiving our
esteemed Lrother, 3ir DlcKinnon, in the varicus
services connected with the dispensation of the
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supp:r, and preaching
on Friday, Saturday, Sabbath and Maonday. On

most of these days thero wero nlso Gaelie sot-
vices in a honse adjoining the church, these be-
ing conductell chiefly by Me. MeMillan from
Dutham, The audiences, at all tho services,
were large and attentive, and we tiiat not a fow
cnjoyed the reason, and folt tha exercies to he
profitable and refreshing.  The position oceupied
by Mr. McKinnon ie n most fmportant one. At
Owen Sound tho congregation is lnrge, and wo
trust will he found with one heart and mind
miriving together for the advancement of tho
cause of Christ.  Mr. MeKinnon's labours have
not, hawever, heen confined to Owon Sound.
Ho has sustained the cause of our Church
throughout the whale region around, and whor-
ever wo went wo found the penple most grate-
fully acknowledging t'icir obligations to him.
Mr. McKinnon, while faithfully discharging tho
pastoral duties at Owen Sound, has been a most
diligent and laborious missionary.

On Monday afternnon, wo left in the puhlic
stage for Dacham, in company with M, MeMil-
lan. The road wo travelled, ealled the Gara.
fraxa Road, is a very rough one, hut the road was
not the only rough thing which we experienced.
The conduct of some of the passengers in the
etage was rougher and less tolorad'e than the
road.  Wo left the stage abont seven miles from
Durbam, and preached on the following day nt
cloven o'clock. Thero is in the noighborho;ul a
large budy of Gaclie speaking pecple, chiefly
from Arayleshire, although there aro some from
Strathspey.  Tho audierco wae principally com-
posed of English-speaking peopie, of whom there
are alsn a good many. From all that we faw
and heard, we felt satisfied, that xoon thig elation
alone would bo able to support & minjster. For
the present, however, it ia conneeted with Dar-
ham. We preached at Datham in the rvening
Owing to several eanses the eongregation \w;s‘
not largo, hut before leaving. Durham we had
opportunities of seeing tha principal supporters
of our canso in the place. Dorham will soon be
—~indecd it is now~n very important post—the
the centte of 2 large and rapidly improving coun-
try. It cannot tao saon have a faithful mini:ter,

In coming alung tho Garafraxa Read 1o the
narth of Durham, we had pointed out 1o g tho
scene of 2 most providentinl eseape, expericnced
by Dr. Burns on a recent tour 10 Dutham.  The
horses of tho vehicle in which the Doctor was
travelling, san off, the driver having left (he car-
riage, and tuken the bridles out of their mouths
to let them' drink more freely. After tunning
two miles or upwards, over one of the roughest
roads we cver travelled, they stopped at no great
distance from a fearful descent, at what is ealied
the Rocky Saugeen. The Doctor, providenti.
ally, was but slightly injured ; but if 1he horges
had not heen arrested by the unscen hand of
God, at the place where they stapped, it is diffi.
cult to sce, how serinus, or inderd fatal cange.
quencea could have been avoided,

Qn Wednesday, we went down the road conth
of Durham, ahout ten nules, and preached 10 8
very conmderable congregat:on, from the tuwne
¢hips of Egremont and Normushy, W pe.
gretted being unable to gofariher down the Gate



