
'N

92 EXTRACTS.

The amnount of happiness of wvhichi our naturé is stisceptable,
is incon'zeivably grcat-4s doubtless a thousand-foid greater than
the most fa~vored of mortals lias. ev ei yet experienced, and infi-
nitely greater ihan the geiierzil'iy of mnankind now experience.

Men are neyer more decived than in their chlculations upon
success in opposing reformialion principles. È ven after their
batties arewisely planned, their preliminary sejiemes successful,
and victory in sight, thec trophies often rocede from the eye, and
the cro'wn from the touch of the confident aspirant.

Lost wealth may be restorcd by industry-the wreck ofhe.-lth
restored by tempeiance-Jforotten knowledge restored by study
-alienated friendship sm*oëthed into forgetfuiness-even forfeited
reputation wvon by penitence and virtue. But who ever again
looked upon bis vanished 1*iours-recalled bis slighited years,
stamped them with wisdomi-or effaced from beaven's record
the fearful blot of xvasted time ?

Our humaaity is decidedly selfish. The human tabernacle
containsonly one soul; and this one inhabitant is frcquently
possessed of the lordliaess, of an EgtyptianPhiaraoh.

There is sometlîing in Hcaven's estimation better ilhan knowl-
edge, and yet it is much checaper. Knowledge Rýnd faith are
good; hope is better; but love is best of ail. Il owv," says Paul,,
"9abide faith, hope, love- these three ; but the greatest of these
is love." To be perfect, in love is mucth more attainable th-an to
be perfect in knowledge.

Be it eebecby every rnember of the human family,
that "laffliction cometh flot for-th of the dust ; nor doth pleasure
spring .ùp out of the around"-thiat every pain we feel is caused
-is LelegiiaeV encsay theei t'tl conscquenceof the
infraction of some Iaw of our being ; and that every pleasure ive
experience, flows -naturally and necessarily from kiw obeyed.

Churches are often built upon the sa .me principle as bridges and
turnpikes. The stock is taken by capitalists, ahd the pew rents
are relied upon toafford a dividend equal to bank( stock. The
ricb art. _nowý to bayv'e the gospel prearched to them in bouses own-
ed by the r-u1ersoft.he darkness of this world. Satan. it mnay be
expected, will refdxm, seeing be now builds meeting bouses o
the proclamation e'the gospel. Ia Paul's tim-e be assumed to be
an àngel of light; but now be is a preacher of righteousness,
a lîberal contributor to thb-*spre.ad of the gospel which lie consei-
entiously appÉoves.


