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knowing whithier she went, yot her et
wen partly keow, and suiely God koew
for hury that shic must try 16 heep (they
would go with har an eforing those who
clung to the old uaduion, and (f they
would only bear restraint) those who were
for a fresh start,

“ And now, looking back, do we not
see it clearer still?  Thete was, we all
agree, a vast accretion of what encum-
beted and distotted  truth and lindered
the life of true spratual relgon, there
was, do we not also all agree 2 a passion
ate and destructive  reaction.  The
Church's maddle way was not alung a pre
carious kmfe vdge , it was, and 15, a real
attempt to find broad ground, on which
there was room for the umted play of
authonity and of liberty, of tradiwun  and
protest.  But, of course, withun such tol
erant limnts, there was, and s, room for
very dufferent men. We must resist any
attempt to prescribe words ke priest”
and ‘altar " and ‘sacrifice’ as stoutly as
we should resist the aticinpt to force them
upun thuse whose unduerstanding of them
is wholly governed by the assocations
of mediieval and Roman error. There
must be those who wili not touch by use
things which bave been grievously
*bused. ‘There must be those who will
not let abuse, howeser grnevous, roh the
of lawful and wholesome use. Agamst
those who use any curemony with imidaty,
mindful of the hurt done by ceremonial
ism to religion, are to be set those who
hear in any complaint against ceremomal-
ism nothing but mutterings of the old
viclence which broke down all the carved
work uf vur sanctuary with axe: and ham-
mers. Those to whom plan, strung,
clear language of real divine actiun, grace,
and presence in sacred and  appuinted
things always suggests the neghbourhoud,
or even worse, ol matenializing, unworthy,
and superstivous ertors, mast live in
mutual patience with those who can see
in the most legitimate dicad of such enor
nothing but the sign of disbelicf in any-
thing mwure real and objective than a
pious surang up of une’s uwn emotiuns.,

 Brothers, dear brothers, 1s 1t unworthy
of a great Church to bear with those
who cannot see, as her owr bzst abiding
mingd sees, that these half-truths, so far as
they are true, meet and blend, and. so
far as they are false, are due to the limua
tions of narrow hearts and minds, and to
the violences and excesses of the past?
‘I'he dangers and ewvils are real on ewher
hand, and thuse who will steer straight to-
wards the dangers and embrace the evils,
she must, after much pauence, repudiate
and cut off. But she bLears wih wuch
diffurence of upinion as to which dangers
loom largest and arc most rmmnent, and
as to where exactly across the broad flour
of comprehen tve and balanced tru.h the
Ying of wisest course may be most safely
drawn.

 And of tlus, which is the lesson of
history, exposes her to taunt from thuse
who delight in the simplicity, and thor-
oughness, and trenchancy which half
truths always carry, depend upon it that

plulusophy, the stiong thought of 1he
thoughnful, has got 1ts encotragement to
give. It will be upon the lips of the wisest
that you will often see the gemal smile of
protest when you propose, in every case
and under all conditions, your glib ditem-
mas of aye or no, and denounce all two-
s'dedness as wavering and shallowness.
Was it quite an accident that one of the
latest Enghsh philosophical books which
I upened for a moment yesterday brought
me these words, * Human thought, con-
vinced by slow experience, secures grad-
val advance by combining seeming oppos
ites i a solid platfurn: for human effort 7
The English Church is not a philosophy,
and her ductrine is that sumple, conciete,
definnte creed of which Origen speaks as
the common property of every Christian,
hefore he goes on to his great volumes of
comment and speculation. But she knows
that i 1the regiun of interpretations, defi-
muons, and applcations a wise Church
will be,within real though not narrow limiis
a tolerant and comprchensive Church.

“This it 1s, I thuk, about which we
must be { or1 th ways. The excesses of
defect were naturally the first to have
their way, and they had it in abundance.
Rare and careless sacraments, locked
churches, clergy altogether untrained, the
reign of whitewash, almost utter forgetful-
ness and ignorance of all the delicate,
rich, and ocautiful tradition of Chiristian
worship, Chnistian art, Christian science,
Christian disciphine, these were features
of good old days to which some would
even now fondly wish us to return. A
Catholic Chnistian coming from outside:
might well bave asked sumetines, ¢ Is this
«ndeed a part of Christ's Holy Catholic
Church 2 * Soyons jusles, mes amis !’ It
1s not only on one s.de that men can err,
and err almost suicidally.

** But those days are past, though not
all their dangers, and—but need I spend
words which take time and risk misunder
standing? Is it not plain, I ask you all
(though with varying meanings to my
queston), where the danger must now
lic? A ume of historical revival, a ume
of stexdy, scarching, scientific rehandling,
a time, too, of strong, spiritual impulse,
has neces:arily looked again at the whole
matter. Gradaully from the old neglected
treasurc-houses much has been drawn
forth to dress the Church’s nakedness, to
digmfy her sanctuaries, to deepen her
spiritual life, to restore to her use old in-
struments of service and help, and much
of this, especially of the outside parts,
though at every step 1t was decried and
suspected, all the world now applauds.
\What wonder, then, if men have been
tempted (for a temptation indeed I hold
it to ) to go for more where they have
foand much, to scorn the restraint of opin.
wn as been shorts ghted and ignorant, to
fancy there is no wolf because * Wolf”’ has
been so often cried.  With these in their
turn merely for fairnesy’ sake the Church
must be patient, not weakly and ind. fi-
mtely tolerant, but patient with a long
and reasoned patience.”

(Z0 be continued.)
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