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God: but it needs to ho kept right and thoughi this eau bo douc
oniy by God, yet as God does i't when the Christian fulfils certain
conditions hie should do ail hoe eau te kccp himseli riglit ; shouid,
perform the duties which the creature owes to the Creator, the
preservcd to the Preserver, the redcemed to the Rodeemner. A.

TILOUGIITS ON WAR.

Mr. EDITOR :-Doar Sir.-Blievitig as I do that your littie
xnenthly is the unflinching advocate o? the universality of God's
love te the human family, I take the liberty of sending you a few
thioughts on the unhappy stru,<,ge uow raging in our sistor
republie. N1uci has been said and written in defence of the
course pursued by the Federai governuient to crash the rebellion
and restore the Union to its former position. Whether there is
any probability of doing this is a question of deep interest, but
it secims to me that another question should have the priority,
viz. What coustitutes a sufficient ground for one kingdomi or
part of a kingdorn to go to war with another ? That tlie south
have raised the standard of rebeilion against iawfui authîority
without just cause there eau hardly be two opinions on the subjeet,
but the question is, how shouid thcy bo deait witlî ? Doos the
Bible sanction wnr in auy case except whien the iniquity of a
nation bas became full aud a Divine command is given to a nation
te chastise or extirpate the offender ? What is this, but capital
punishiment on a large scale, but God Mlono is lime proper judge
in the mnattor. If it be the duty of individuals to return good,
for cvii, slîould not tlic saine course ho adoptoci by coniniuuities?
When one or more in a family or sehool refuse to subumit te
the authority of parents or teaclier, what course is pursued ?
Dees the parent or teacher ever dreain of employing deadly
instruments to force themi to return te their allegiance? The
usual and as wo think the proper way, is to beave them te their
own resources until they find eut their inistake and return te,
timeir duty. The prodigal son is a case in point, aud a!l are aware
of its happy torinination. I have often thought timat tiiere was a
striki ug r*senibiance between the southern revoit and that of the
ton tribus frein under Ilehuboam, and wvhat said the Lord by the
ioutiî of Ris Servant ? Go net up to fight ngainst thy brethren

for the thing is of me. It is doubtiess very dusirable that the
Union shouid ho preserved entire and stili more so that four
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