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loeadgattdc n gladncss. llow truc it is that the gospel is
to soine the savour of life unto life, and to others the savour of
deatbi unto doath !

Ob. Il. T'hat 'nwny of t7tosc w/w /teard t/e icord iccrc disposedz
te have etern)al life.

The original word, renderedl ordaincd in the passage whieh we
are considcring oceurs in seven other passa-ges. -Mat. 28, 16.
Luke 7, 8. Aets 15, 2. Acts, 22, 10. Aets 28, 23. iRom. 13, 1. 1
Cor. 16, 15. If the reader -will earefully examine ecd of these
tests, hoe wvi1, wc are confident, find tint in no instance is there any
reference to deeces or purposes in a past eternity, but that there is
on the contrary reference te airraîtging, orcrinq «pp)loiinting or dis-
posing of current events. To constitute, te set iiu eider, or to dispose
is the proper rondering of thc Grek verb. Mre believe the obvious
meaning) of thc passage te be, 'as many as wcre set iit order to
eternai life believed : or, as iinany as were disposod to etornal le
believedl." Thiere is no reference in the verse to the decrees of
God properly se called. There is ne refiýrence whatsoever to un-
conditional fore-ordination, or predestination, but te the actual and
prictical fhct that many who thon heard the word of the Lord
were dlisposcd to receive it. Paul and Barnabas earnestly, affec-
tionately, and with power, proachied the gospel, and thii preach-
ing was net in vain ; it took effeet, fer many were led te believe the
glad tidings whichi were proclaimed in their hecaring. By thus
yielding te its influences, and believing it, tbecy were saved, they
were delivered from condemnation, they were justificd, they were
put in possession of the great blessing of spiritual and eternal life.
ileader, this is a blessing which you nced; and you inay obtain it
without money and witbout price, however nuinerous and aggra-
vating your sins inay bave been. IlGod biath -ive te you eternal
life, and this life is in bis Son." IlThe wages Of sin 15 death, but the
gift of God is eternal life, througli Jesus Christ our Lord."

Ob. III. Ihat as many of thoe cwho heard the icord of the Lord
as zvc)- disposed te have eternal life believed.

TI{EY BELIEVEP.-This is the divinely appointed human
condition of salvation. Tbey did net, like tic Jesus-rejeeý,ing
Jews judgc themiselves unworthy of everlastiag life, and disbe-
lieve the gospel; no, tbey zgladly received tic word with all
readincss of mind, they yielded te its evidence, its influence-they


