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sent out arrows and scattered thern; lightning, and discurnfited
the m."

Now it xviii be seen that in each of these instances what is
meant by H is coming down is not movement froin one Point in space
to anotzer, but Jrom one mode of manifestation Io another. Whenj
He is represented as coming out of Ris place to punishi the wiclced,
it is flot meant that He leaves one part of the heavens and passes
to another, but that He manifesLs Himiself in a new forrn. Ordin-
arily He manifests Hirnself to men only through the voice of con-
science, the operations of the laws of' nature, the teachings of Ris
Word, and the ordinances of His Church ; but the Bible teaches us
that there have been instances in which He has adopted extra-
ordinary means to make Himself known and feared by mankind-
And when He does this, in the language of Scripture He is said to
corne down, oe corne out of Ris place. And when we think of it,
what more appropriate language could be used to describe this con-
duct of the Divine Father ? E very suchi act upon R is part invoives
an infinite stoop of condescension. "lWho is like unto the Lord
our God who dweileth on high; who humbleth I-imself to behold
the things that are in heaven and in the earth! " (Ps. xiii. 5, 6.>
The idea is, that for the self-existent, independent and eternal God
-the suril of ail perfection, the source of ail being, whose presence
fuls imrnensity, to personally interfere in tbe affairs, of men, 50 as to
make thern conscious of Ris presence and of Ris interest in them,
invoives a corning down-as has been said-an exercise of infinite
condescension on Ris part.

The Jews may be supposed to be the best judges of the mean.I
ing of the language in which their own sacred books were written. 1

Onkelos, an ancient commentator on the law of Moses, of very
great authority, renders the xvords which are translated IlGod came
clown," Il ezovalz manzj/estcd or reveaied Himself." And in Gen.

xv. 7, instead of "lCorne let us go dowýn," he reads, IlGome let us be
reveaied." Rabbi Shelmo, another learned Jewish commentatrr,
says of this passage, " It rebresents God as coming, down frome thte
Ilirone of His mercies to the t/irone of Z-is judgmýenzt." Aben Ezra,
another Hebrew doctor of great authority, says, "This is thus said
because everything that takes place in the world below depends
upon the powers that are above; wherefore, God is said to ride
upon the heavens; for thus the scripture speaks with the tongue

of men."


