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tion foremost stands the Sacred Desk. The
riest’ > lips should teach Lnowledge. Speak-
e here generally, it will he enough to say
that trne, ealightened piety, will cheerfuly
and satistactorily supportdivine h:stitutions.
Atrne christian is liberal.  “ A grasping,
gvaricious christian is as much a contradic-
tion of terms as a lying or stealing chris-
4an.”  ‘Fhe fact that the picty of Israel —
devotion to God and His cause and justitu-
tions—rcally constituted the foundation of
a liheral support tor the Levitical priest-
hood, was a wise arrangement, and fraught
with feseons of instruction to all who would
deal with the subject now in hand. God,
who, as the King of Isracl, “laid claim to
the tithes as His own right, resigns them to
the Levites ”—(Calvin). Compare Lev.
xxvii. 30, with Num. xviii. 20, 21. When
there was no meat in God’s house, there
was lirtle piety in His people’s hearts—Mal.
iil. 8-10; and the Levites were forced “to
fee every one to his field,” because the
“whole nation robbed God in tithes and offer-
igs” In particular, let Llders in our
church imitate the zeal of Nehemiah, who,
In his day, remedied the evil of which we
now complain. and “contend” for the
rights of God's house and his servants.
And Jet ministers of the gospel exhibit the
Divine will on this subject as wel as on
others.  The law of truth must be in the
faithful ambassador’s mouth, and he must
be as free from iniquity in his lips as from
impiety in action. A corrupt and venal
priesthoodt in the days of Malachi were
afraid 10 rebuke the people for withholding
iithes, and presenting what was improper,
and the doom which fell on the original de-
faulters, also crushed them in common ruin.
—Mal. iii. 9. Beeause there was none
zmong them, like Phincas, so fired with
weal for Jehoval’s honor as to close the
twple loors against the inbringing of the
blind, and the lame, and sick, and torn, for
sacrifices ; but in vain, or to no purpo:c, as
to Jehovah’s acceptance, laid them upon
the altar: thereby virtually saying that
k these “corrupt things ” were” zood enough
j for offering ;' and thus polluted the table of
g e lord, and rendered it contemptible in
the eyes of the people, Jehovah in his retri-
f fmtive character, shaped hie punishment

after the example ¢f their sin, and rendered
R them contemptible and hase before all the
8 people!—Mal. 6. S, Thus, in addition to
scommon state of woe, there is a peculiar
element of degradation in the case of the
priesthood.  Brethren, we must be faithful,
because of the fear wherewith we must fear
f Jehovah of Ilosts, and be afraid before His

nme.  Paul was faithful, as on other sub-
8 Jatsso on this, even though encompassed
with great difficulties : Brethren, none of
these press upon yom. You labor among
those who enjoy not only the blessings of

civilization, but these to a high degreo.
They know the inestimable benefits of the
wospel, social, civil, as weil as religious;
they are just, and willingly confess that the
laborer is worthy of his hire; they are wise,
and will therefore receive instruction in the
path of duty. See to it, that love of world-
ly praise, or discretion over-discreet, has
not deterred you from exposing a very sore
evil, which caists on the fair face of our
Zion, marring its beauty and retarding its
usefulness. You are bound to declare the
whole counsel of God—this is part of whas
e has revealed. Arc you ashamed or afraid
to carry out your Master’s orders ! If young
men are driven from the ministry ; if the
character of christianity, of churches, of
Christ, is injured, because the Levite is for-
saken,—in whose behalf God hath given
charge, saying to his people, Take heed
to thvself rhat thou forsake not the Levite
as long as thou livest upon the earth, for
he hath no inheritance ;—if liberal men—
professors, are kept from joining a people
whom, to some extent, they despise as per-
sons illiberal ; if injustice is done to man
and evil to society, because the ministry is
not gupported as it should be; what right
have vou, from the narrow and selfish con-
sideration introduced by the pitiable fact
that vou might be frowned upon by some of
your own people, who Demas like, love this
present world above duty to God or man,
to religion or society, to withhold the judg-
ments and statutes of God on ministeria:
snpport from the notice af His subjects?
You have no choice in the matter; the Lord
God ha:h spoken, who can but prophecy ¥
Brethren, do your duty. It is to be viewed
as a sad reflection on any people who will
not hear a wisc and prudent, faithful exhi-
bition of God’s mind on this very import-
ant part of christian duty. I would not
darc to say that any of our congregations
are so dead or indifferent to whatsvever
things are true, whatsoever things arc ho-
nest, whatsoever things arce just, whatso-
ever things arc pure, whatsoever things
are lovely ; whatsoever things are of good
report, as not to take such action Kindly,
and think on this subject, «nd act too.

One more practical remark and 1 have
done. An evil of the same kind as that of
i which we now complain existed in the

church in the time of,.\'chcmiah. Tlow did
that reformer,—that man of God deal with
it? Ile first exposes the sin of this neglect,
meets the objections which might very na-
I turally be made by the people :—such as
. their poverty, that they had not risen ahove

the evils consequent upon along and grind-
ing captivity ; that much has been givengto
; rebuild the temple; that they had just erect-
i ed the wall about Jerusalem in wroublous
! times: that their land too was desolate and
! uncultivated; thas they were, from these




