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FHE CANADA FARMER

Fsepivo Horses Cugarty.—A correspondent of
tbe Genesce Furmer says ho does not feed bis borses
citbor grain or bay. e keeps five horses, and gives
them a bushel of mill-feed twice a day. with cul straw,
unil occasionally a earrot ortwo. The mill-feed costs
him 25 cents a “bushcl, so that besides the straw his
horsea cost him only 10 centaa day. If fed hay alone
they would eat at feast 30 1bs. each per day, which,
ut $15 per ton. is worth 22} conts. "He § 1ia straw
into the racks and lets them ‘pick out what they will,
and uses what they leave to litter them with, The
cows pick over the litter, and in this way he manages
to get out all the nutriment there is in the etraw.

Cavap1ay Horses.- 1sce an Inquiry for farm horses
in tho last number of your paper. , With regard to
the merits of the Yermont and Couestoga, I know but
very little, but of the Canadian 1 can speak from
experience. They are the best class of farm horses
in the country, and admirably adapted to work on
clay land. They are casll?' kept. Their average
height is 14 hands—their welght is from 800 to 1,000
pounds. There are a great many of them owned in
this country, but it is a goor place for any one to
come to purchase, as anythiog in the shape of n horse
commands a high price, and farmers who wish to buy
fcngrally go into St. Lawrence county or Canada.

n St. Lawrence Co. they can be purchased for $150
to $200 per pair. A good stallion of that hreed is
worth $300. As to colour, they can be found of all
shades, though black and sorrel seem to predominate.

)

Lewig CouNty FanrMer, in Country Gentleman,

Rewe FOR ESTIMATING THE AMOUNT oF FrEp.—Care-
ful experimonts show that nearly all domestic ant-
mals consume an amount of food about in proportion
to their weight. A largoe horse or cow cats more than
a small one. Aun elephant weighs four or five times
as much as a horse, and consumcs four or five times
as much food. If a cow has the weight of five sheep,
she will cat five times the quantity of food. There
are, of course, some variations or exceptions, and
individuals differ, but this is a fair general rule.
This quantity is usually from two and a-hulf to three
per cent., when the food is hay, with & small propor-
tion of grain. A cow digests more thoroughly thun a
horse, and requires only about two and n-half per
cent.; a horse three per cent. A cow weighing
cight hundred pounds would therefore need about
two and a-half times ciﬁbt. or lwenty pouands of hay
a day. A horse weighing one thousand pounds
would requirc thirty pounds. One and a-balf per
cent. will keep a cow alive or on her feet ; but to he
properly nourished so as to grow or increase in flesh,
or give milk, sho must have ncarly double. The
water used is not included, nor does the rule apply
to green food.—Annual Register.

A P16 Storvy.—Wallon's Journal is responsible for
the following pig story :

‘¢ A young man commenced house-keeping as young
married people used to do, with & cow to supply milk
and a pig destined for & winter’s supply of pork, He
took good care of the animals, feeding the cow liber-
ally with bay, and the pig with a mash of bran, &e.,
adding straw for the pig's bed. Soon be obscrved
that the straw re%ulurly and unaccountably disap-
gcnrcd from the &g-pen—-in fact so much so, that he

ad to replenish it daily. Finally he determined to
detect the thief, and concealed himself for that pur-
poge, after the pig bad been furnished with clean straw.
Speedily came the denouement. Piggy seized a
mouthful of the straw, stirred it in the mash till it had
become well coated, and then planting his fore feet
upon the top board of the pen, he tempted the cow
with the morsel, she yiclding, nothing loth, until pig
and cow bad thus disposed of all the straw. Now
send us a better %fg story if you can, and lctit be
true—as thiz is. That pig hadsome sense. Perhaps,
indeed he was a wag. Undoubtedly he wagged his
tail in sympathy with the well-pleased cow. For the
credit of the cow we add, that on the death of pig she
mourned for it as she would have done for her calf.

A Cow KiLrLED BY A Cat—~On Thursday last a
cow owned by Mr. Marehall Morrison, of Port Dal-
housie, Canads, was quietly taking her noon sizsta
on the street near his residence, “ chewing the cud of
sweet and bitter fancy,” when some boys who were
playing near by conceived the idea of having some
fun by tying a cat to the animal’s udder, and catching
& cat, they proceeded to put their scheme into execu-
tion. As soon aa the cat was fastened the boys left,
and.the cat endeavoured to follow their example,
when the tension on her tail caused her to scratch the
cow, which immediately jumped up and commenced
running and bellowing at o fearful rate, the cat all
the time scmtchinﬁ and biting the udder and legs,
and this continued until the cow fell down with
exhaustion and cut in a_most fearful manner, when
ihe cat was liberated. The cow dicd the next day,
Friday: The owner threatens to.sue the parents of
the boys for damages, as he considors it unjust that
he should lose the value.of the animal through the
mischievous pranks of the lads.
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Sheep Bushandry. 9 Is Buokwheat Injurious?
=_ - : - - : To the Editor of Tus CANsvA FARMER ¢
Sir, - This questica lately agitated In your coluwus
MOI'O about the Bllf]-ij? heat Gontmvemy ) Ishould have been (as it probably has heen) seitled

Tus_Kurat Intelhgencer, an agricultucal journat pub- , long ago.  May not the rough particles from the de
lished at Indianopolis, Ind., inserts the letter of Mr. cayed blossoms of the buckwheat cause the sorencss

Ferril which appeared in our fifth number and com- ; 8out the cars of animals? Isit a fact that buck
ments on it as follows : wheat cakes cause skin discases, when caten by man

o If Mr. Ferril had prosccuted his investigations a 'kir.u]? If 80, may not the sodn or salrcratas, which 1s
step further, he might have solved the vexed question | daily added to correet the acidity of the butter, be
which secms to have troubled our Canndian neigh- the real offender? What says the chemical editor of

Tug Fanver®
bours 50 much. Plants of the botanical order Poly FAGOPYRUM.

gonacec aro often poisonous, becauso they all contain . _
oxalic acid in greater or less quautities, either free, | hd

orin combination with lime. If the acid is uacom- Large Grade Lamb,

bined the plants are poisonous—if in combination . — .

with lime or potash they are not injurious. Lime | Tv the Editor of Tur Caxaps FARyER: . .
your land well, anu your buckwheat, both straw and;  .,~—Having scen in your paper ot diffcrent times,
grain, will be wholesome food for man and Least. If | notices of large sbeep, hogs, &c., and thinking I have

yous land he deficiént in alkalies your bnckwhontl

will be unsafe food.

Many farmerssow buckwheat on theirpoorest land,
beeause they are suce of a ciop.  They l[;ut it in land
that is entirely cxhausted [especialiy of lime or ashes,

aram lamb that cannot be beaten, I would like to
y8ce it in your columns also. It is from a very inferior

1gfde ewe ; the ram is also a grade of the Lelcester
breed. When it was one day old, I had the curiosit

and because it produces a crop cheap they consider it {to know the weight and size of it, which are as fo

clear gain. But where 3
the crop become sick, an,

adage true of ** stopping the spigot and letting out the
bung hole,” There is no cconomy in it. Better cul-
tivate your land on the principle that you owe it

somcthing, and give it what i3 its due,~a dressing of

manure every ycar.”

Sheep Poisoned by Eating Laurel Leaves, r

Surer thut have eaten laurel leaves will dic, unless
the poisonous effects of these leaves upon them are
speedily counteracted and neutralized.  But we very
luckily bave a good many cures for this poison that
destroys so muny sheep for drovers and others in our
mouutsin regions. Thus, for example a strong tea,
made of the bark and leaves of the Sweet Fern—a
plant that grows wherever you find laurel—is a good
and almost certuin cure, if given to the poisoned
sheep in due time. So a ten made of the bark and
lIcaves of the Poison Ivy, sweetened with molasses,
will effect a speedy cure. So a handful of fine salt,
or a corregponding amount of salt water, drank by
each sheep or poured down its throat, is also an un-
failing cure of this poison. So a quarter of a pound
of melted lard and a hulf a gill of whiskey, put into
& half a pint of sweet wilk, and well .nixed, and
poured down the sheep's throat moderately warm,
will also curc it. So hulfa teacupful of raw white
beaus, ground fine in # coffee mill and well stirred
up in a teacupful of water given to each poisoned
sheep, will also cure it. Indeed, a dose of aweet oil
or any kind of uctive purge will answer this purpose.
So sheep poisoned by cating St. Johnswort, lobelia,
or wild indigo, are algo curable bi giving them a
mixed drink of sweet milk and whiskey.

Sheep-Shearing Exhibition,

To the Edilor of Tux Caxaps FARMER:

Sir,~1I notice in the dyr Observer that a rather
novel cxhibition is to be held in that villago on the
26th instant. It is called a * Sheep-Shearing Exhibi-
tion,* the object being to bring into contact the differ-
cnt breeds of sheep, and tosdetermine which breed is
the most profitable for the Western farmer to raise.
Prizes are offered for the heaviest ficeces, without
distinction of breed, and a sweepstake for the most
valuable sheep, csiimating the carcass and fleece to-
gether at current market rates.

As there are in this and the neighbouring town-
ships largo numbers of Leicesters, Cotswolds, South-
downs and Merinos (Spanish and French), there will
probably be & keen competition. I notice that the
wool i8 to bo washed, ** or the usual deduction made."”
Will some of your correspondents inform me, through
your valuable paper, what is the usual deduction on
unwashed wool ; also, what is the average difference
of prige between Leicester, Southdown and Merino
wool ? RUSTICUS.

North Dumfries, May 10, 1864,

Note .8y Ep. C. F.——The umial deduction on un-
washed wool i3 one-third,

ersons and catlle eating of jlows : Weight, 171bs. ; height, 17 inches; length of
some die, it proves the old | body, 21 inches; girth, 19 inches. Now, if nn{tolf
’

j the numerous readers of your paper can beat
{ would like to know who it in. .
€. B. CHARLTON.
Rose Bank, South Dumfries, %
April 23, 1864.

A Heav} Fleece,

! To the Editor of Tt Canapa Faruenr .

i Sir,— I have a buck, a cross between Lincoln and
Leicester, which was purchased at Kingston some
year and a-half since. The wool is of medium
quality, and about ono foot in length. The fleece
clipped this spring, which is “the sccond shearing,
after being thoroughly washed, weighed sixteen
pounds aad three ounces. Wishing to get the very
best sheep possible, if any of my farmer friends can
beat that I shall like to hear from him.

ELIAS HOOVER.
Rainham, Haldimand Co.,jApril 9, 1864

@

Prouiric Sueer. — Mr. Jno. Groesbeck, of Bethlehem,
has three ewes that*dropped 10 lambs. All of the
little oncs are strong and doing well. They are the
commo . sheep of the country. Two of the four drop-
ped by one ewe are being raised by hand.— Counlry
Gentleman.

To uaxt & Ewe OwN ner Lays.—Our friend J. S.

i Delano, a large shce&» proprietor of Mount Vernon,

{ Ohio, writes ns:—* When you write another book on

sheep, please record the following fact. If a ewe dis-

l owns her lamb, rub the band on the latter, or scrape

y & little shme from it, put it in the ewe's mouth, and

then lcave her. She will go instantly to licking the
lamh.—Rural New Yorker.

BerrerMiLg For Laxms.—Thomas S. Steele, of Shu-
shan, Washington Co., N.Y., says he raised two cosset
lambslast year cn buttermilk—one receiving nothin,
clse from the beginning—the other previously fe
four weeks on new sweet milk. The last12wb did not
do as well on the new milk, and became costive two
or three times. It took to buttermilk after a few feed-
ings, and thenceforth grew finely. After learning to
eat the latter, it would refuse sweet milk. Both lambs
grew up large and strong. Mr. S. has tried ths ex-
periment once before with the same result. He
“would prefer of choice to raise & valusble mother-
less lamb on buttermilk than on sweet milk."”

CcRE FOR ScaB 1N SHEEP.—Irish Furmers® Gazelle
glves the following recipe for a wash which it say- is
an effective cure for scab.—* 2 ozs. white arsenic, 2
0z3. corrosive sublimate, 2 ozs. sal aminoniac, 1 ib.
starch, 1 1b. nitre, and 1 guart of spirits of turpentine,
mixed in 15 to 20 gallons of tobacco water.”

A CaBiNeT oF Woors—The Agricultural Depart-
ment at Washington is formin%a cabidet of wools,
jwhich is intended to exemplify the effects, of climate,
food and treatment. Specimens are desited from all
parts of the country, but these specimens should be
accompanied with statemeénts “descriptive of the
locality, the food, the mode of treatment, and the
origin of the sheep, and such other matters as may
tend to give the wool . comparative value.




