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to fied them. Choose a fine warm day
when most of the bees are enigaged in the
trees, and the hive is sparsely ocoupied,
she can bo detected r. adily, and the work
of searching for her is yreatly reduced.

At the cloge of fruit bloom [ aim to have
cach hive contain, eight solid combs of
brood, and two of honey. During the week
or ten days of dearth between fruit bloom
and clover, place the combs containing
ihe honey in the centre of the brood nest,
one firat, fo lowed four or five days later
by the other. The cappings having been
scratehed, +o that they at once move the
honey, feeding their brood more gener-
ously, stimulating and encouraging the
queen 80 that sho at once deposits egiq in
the coll as they are thus empted, makiug
tsn combs of solid brood and the hives
ready for supers. By this plan the old
h mey and dark fruit bloom boney is
actua ly traded off for brood, and the first
extructiog is all new, white, marketable
hone .

Of the work in the honey hou e and
work shop, I need not take your time any
wmor- than tosav, if one has a large
number of colonies to manage, or other
work to attend to through the busy season,
kave ali the preparatory work done you
cau, such as, new hives ready, auF I8
cleaned up, barrels ant tins washed
extructor, bee-smoker, and all other
appliances in readiness for the rush of the
busy season. .

T{mwking you gentlemen for the kindly
hearing you have given me and hoping
that these few remarks may provoke a
valua' le discu s.on.

Me. D W. Heise, Bethesda—The fore
part of Mr. Sibbald’s paper treats almost
esc usively on the management of bees
where they are wintered inside. Ihave
pever had any experience with irdoor
wintering, and therefore I am not able to
say anything on the:r management. But
the latter parts corresponds so closely
with my experience iu management_that
I have nothing to say there; I could not
eriticise it; the enly thing I ¢ suld possibly
say is to emphasize the importance of some
of the things he has there outlined.

Mr. R. F. Holtermann, Brantford—I
happen to have seen a good desl of the
comb honey which Mr. Sibbald bas pro-
daced. I have seen it time
and again on the Toronto market,
and | must confess that from that stand-
point 1 received an exceedingly good im-

| pressivn of Mr. Sibbald’s ability as a bee-
| keeper. I have never seen anything, and
[ have seen it doz-ns of times on the To-
ronto market, which would not be & credit

CANADIAN BEE

JOURNAL. {5

to any bee-keeper. And I wish to say
that particularly, because 1 think, coming
from this standpoint, that it always adds
7alue to the paper, and I know that alr.
Sibbald is modest, but I would like to em-
phasize that point. In his management I
see one point—there are mapy points
which are valuable—but one in particular
which I believe wounld bear discussion,
and that is the point of converting the
hoqeg which comes in early in the spring,
which is dark and inferior, into bees. That
i3 a point in successtul mansgement.
There are so many who won't do that,
and the result is not alone that they do
not get the bees fur the houney, butthat
honey is taken up iu the upper stories of
the hive, where for comb or extracted
honey it deteriorates the value. I would
like to agk Mr. Sibbald a questisn, whether
under all circamstances he advorates the
clipping of queen’s wings.

Mr. Sibbald -1 do.

Mr. F. A, Gemmel}, Stratford--Did 1
understand Mr. Sibbald to say that it was
necessary to put them on tive frames win-
teriug in the cellar ?

Mr. Sibbald—That is what I try to do.

Mr. Gemmell—Don't you think that
for wintering in the cellar they would be
just a8 good on eight or ten frames?

Mr, Sibbald—Nog, 1 don’t think so.

Mr. Holtermann—I{ would like Mr. Sib-
bald to answer the question I asked him.

Mr. Sibbald—1I do, before the swarming
season.

Mr. Holtermann—All men keeping bees
under different conditions you would ad-
vocate the clipping of wings?

Mr. Sibbald—I haven’t considered it
from any other standpoint than my owan.

Mr. Heise—What injury wonld come
from clipping it ?

Mr. Holtermann—Of course it certainly
comes under Spring Management, the
clipping of queen’s wings. You know
there is a diversity of opinion about the
matter. ] will tell you the conditions un-
derwhich I dou’t like to see queens’ wings
clipped. If the bee-keeper is notat hand
always to catch the queen when she issues
from the hive, then she is very ]ike])y to
be lost, when many a swarm wouldn’t lose
the queen if her wings weie not clipped
and the beekeeper were there within a few
minutes to get the swarm.

Mr. Gemmell—I think in the matter of
clipping queens’ wings overy body has to
use their own judgment. Mr. Sibbald ad-
vooates the clipping of queens’ wings, 8o
do I, and I guess if a majority of hauds
were shown here they would favor it. You
have to uee your own judgment, I would



