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Reperts From Bee Keepers

EY. Jas. Frazer, of Sutton West writes,—
R I have been twelve years.in the bee line,

and have had a new experience. My
whole stock last fall was fourtcen. I now have
five and th=y are pr:tty well reduced. Whetber
1 0an bring them to time for the clover .or not 1
cannot te'l. In one way it was all myown
fanlt anl in another hardly, any way it is
another lesson, not to take anything for granted
in this line of business, I suppose that holds
good in cvery line. T e reason of my loss was
want of styres. Oar honey s:aBon dropped off
short at end of July ani there was no honey
gathered afier that. Ibegan last season with
ten, inorea ed to fourteen, extracted 628 pounds ;
bees were in good ¢ i 1 i m when I fixed up for
winter but I did nct x i 2 asto stores so the
poor be s died of starvation. I winter in sum-
.mer staunds in double-walled hives, my frame is
the Quinby. I did not extract from the brood
chamber and have eight frames in it. 1 am
using frames six inches deep in super. Don’t
you think we have hid enough about that in-
corporation business ? ; :

Mz D. J. Dewar, Kertch, writes that bees,

are carrying in pollen to-day I wintered 24 in
fine condition, lost one, and have one queenless.
Looking for gcod season this year.

April 3rd, 92

Mr. Rosr. 8uaw, of Rosemont writes :—My
bees have come through the wiater all right, I
put 70 colonies away iast fall and :hey have all
ocome through in good ocondition, 65 on summer
stands, and five in the cellar. In the winter of
'91 I wintered 70 on summer stands without the
loss of any. I have been keeping bees six years
and have not lost a colony in wintering, nor yet
have Ilost any in the spring. I think I have
the best way of wintering there is going. I
would not want any better plan, good boxes,
plenty of food and a good yard.

Wu. ELson, of Port Moody, B. C..in a cor-
respondence says :—During the last fortnight
we have hai *very sevare weather here, hail,
snow and frost, while cherries, plums, peaches,
pears and. all other small fruits are in fall bloom,
-this will be a hard blow on us as ‘we were
boasting cf bringing through 24 hives without
the loss of appir utly a bee, this we made from
eight hives in the spring and sold $30.. worth of
- honey, b-sid s what.we ns=d aund gave away to
frien’s

Messrs. F. H. axp E. H. Drwey, of Westfield,

Mass., write :—Pasturage is very unreliable,and
we must close out for a time but expect to re-
sume again in the near fature,

A. Murery, Bluevale, writes us :—My bees
did very poorly last summer, did not keep them-
selves. Had no increase and have lost some
during the winter, cannot say much about them
as the spring is cold and backward up to this
time.

tor THE CANADIAN DEE JOURNAL.
When WIill 3ees Swarm.

LEASE could you inform a new beginuer
Ié) through your JourNar how he can tell

just when bees are going to swarm and
oblige. -

8. May,
March 11th,’92. Littlewood, Ont.

~ We think there is no way we could
describethrough the JournaL,eicept you
open the hive and watch when
they are capping the queen’s cell and
they will swarm the next day; occas-
1onally a swarm issues just before the
queen cells are capped. As soon as
you find larvae in the cell, you should
watch your hive. After the first swarm
issues you will hear the quzens piping
if you listen at the hive. ,

For THE CANADIAN BER JOURNAL,
Spring Management.

'y N spring management I do not spread brood
I (as I cannot tell what the weather is to be),

but bore holes through the comb, which the
bees an1 queen can pass as they becom2 numer-
ous enough ¢ require it, and I have the gratifica-
tior of knowing that I have not mis-used my
bees, and th:se small holes are used for a winter
passage, and opened in the fall if closed up by
the b e3, which they will s)metimes do. I
make two holes near the top layer. When the
discussion came on the closed end layer I took
the f2ver. Feeling that I would be safer while
transportipg bees I made a few hundred frames.
Did Ilike them ? No. When I made one - at-
tempt to extract honey from those frames,
where the honev .was sufficiently oured, the
combs to> would leave the frames ,as a bee
space would not allow a comb to rest against
the basket, and with tender combs much dam.
age was done, as I had only & two frame ex.
tractor muoh time was lost in reversing combs
by hand. To throw all the honey out of one
side at & time the comb would be broken by the
force of the honey on the other side;
and for me, give me the open end frame,



