
permanent contributions to the literature of their country,
have yet done much for its advancement. Amongst these
we may name F. X. Perrault, an earnest pioneer of educa-
tion in the Province of Quebec, whose " History of Canada "
is simply an elementary work compiled to meet the
necessities of public instruction; also Messrs. Faribault and
Viger, archeologist antiquarians, whose historical researches
have proved of inestimable service to our later historians.
In this connection we may notice that the Literary and
Historical Society of Quebec, founded in 1824, became an
important factor in the development of Canadian literature.
This Society exhibited the most praiseworthy zeal in
encouraging the cultivation of literary and scientific tastes
and pursuits, historical research and the publication of the
annals of the country.

History is a branch of literature for which the Canadians
seem to possess especial aptitude. The man who had the
most influence on the spirit in which the story of events
in Canada after the Conquest has been written, is Pierre
du Calvet. This Frenchman was a Huguenot, and
formerly a magistrate of Montreal. His liberality of
sentiment had caused him to be suspected of intrigues with
the Americans, to whom ho had furnished supplies during
their occupation of Montreal, and with whom it appears he
had kept up a correspondence. He was arrested at his
own bouse, Sept. 27th, 1780, by a party of soldiers who
took possession of his money and papers, and brought him
to Quebec, where at first ho was kept on a vessel in the
harbor, thon cast into the military prison, and finally
lodged in the Recollet Convent. Du Calvet insisted that
ho should be brought to trial, influential friends offered
themselves as guarantees of his loyalty, but all the demands
of this strenuous and determined advocate of his own
rights, were refused. After two years and a half of cap-
tivity he was set at liberty, without being told the crime
of which he was accused. Du Calvet appears to have


