THE COLONIAL CIIURCIIMAN!

strictest unity and order were recommende) and ens the pule over us, and who watch for our son'sd

joined by the apostles. 'Shall we presume to say, in the fulness of ¢ zcal with.

Since th.e closing of my ast letter, T have thought Wiile .! am about r!f'tnti-»g arguments, T may as gut kuowledge,” that we could devise belter plass

Farother very plaisible argnment sametimes yged ! €1l meatin il those whicl may come 10 my reco lec- fur the prometion of God’s glory, aud the safvatioy

in support of dissent, and which [ think it is neces-]"*"s #0d the following 1s a powerful one in the of a0 Is? Aud can we supprse, for one moment,

sary to unswer. nand of Sutan lor dividing christians inorder to con- that these o' jeets will be best obtained by fornane

When the disciples reported a man to the Lowd 1"°F them betler:~¢ My conscience tells me that I am cects and divisions, creating par'y feelng and cxt
who wae casting out devils in his name, and pcrl‘urm-i"'gl‘l' and thercfore I must be vight ! 1s not this a cap- citing emulstion, and envy, and all the impure pas.
ing wiracles, and whom they had forbidden so to do,'t*] WAy for decciving the souls of men?  Some peo"-‘h"s of the human heast? —Let ul! the sinccre fovers
ple think that winle their conscience does nat speak,iof Christ—let all the sober mindid and well dispes.

or ratiser waile they can lull it aslerp by * good reu~led in every sect consider this. Let them see whe.

<oning, and pious thonghts, and re'igivus views,” theyiiher patience, and love, and forbearance, and lons

may do whut they pleace.  And this principle hasis furing, and 2 humble opinion of themselves, aml;

been applied with fair success in the forma'ion offaouly life and ho'y coaversation amoag their neigh. |
sects and parties among the professed fyllowers of|poyps, would not te much more a-cording to the
Jesue. It secms to me, that in order to ascestainiguirit of the gospel, and more to the gluory of God
whether this is a good argument in favour of dissent,than to form a distinct sect or saciety, as if lhcy'
were more religious and holy than the rest of man.
kind,or rather,ss if they thought themselves to good
to mix with some of their religious brethren in pub.
lic worship, and communion.
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Uecause hie did not follow them, ¢ Jesus said: fur-
bid hininet, fur there is no wan which can do a mi-
‘acle in my name that can lightly speak evit of me.?
Now,” ask dissenters, ¢ is not this a plain proofthat
we have full liberty to preach the gospel without fiul-
owing you? Isart this a plain proof that you have
10 vight to find fault «vith any man who preaclies in
he name of Ghrist .
But 1 would also 2t thuse who speak in this man-iit .is only necessury for us to know whether our con-
cr:—have you considered well and attentively thei*Cicnce is always a safo g“ide: Does the unerring,
ords of our Saviour, and the mark shich sccompa- rule, the- _B'l’le’ sp.oak of conscience as of a sure and,
iied the preacher whom the disciples reproved ? have: "€Ver failing moniror? Are we not told that ¢ there

‘ou observed that this man was working mivacles ju'i* @ 12y which seemeth tight unto a man, but the
“heist’s name ? end thereof are the ways of death?” Aund does not

I order to have been able to do miracles in the 1€ x?postle speak ?f ¢ sn evil conscience being seared
las with a hotiron# Alas! it is but too true that

Some are also led into dissenting errors by (he
unscriptural idea that the church of Christ must be
a pure body, that is,—must consist entirely of true
believers and boly professors of the Gospel. 1 must
say, I do earnsstly wish that such could be the case,
ard it is our duty to do all in our power towards g
desirable an end; but let us nct go beyond the rule
of God’s word, let us not * do evil that grace may ¢
bound,’ let us rather usa the imeans which each indi-
vidual has at his disposal, with humility snd prayer,
and then we may hope for the grace of the Holy
Spirit by which we shall be ¢ cleansed from ali filthi.

.ord’s name, he must have received some express, .,
semmand, and some supcrnatural power {rom God“"e. nay be thus iisivd and endangered by the 4.1e-
rimself. DBut where are the miracles performed by'ce"f“l"“ss of our own heasts, and by the cubtle in-

ar dissenting fiicnds? What marvels and wonders finustions of the devil ! This great enemy of souls
ave sealed their commission to set up sects and par-|1S €VEN said to disguise himself into an angel of light;
ies among christians? [ am sorry to say that (|that is to say, he so ably clotbes error with a fine
sve, as yet, scen or heard of no resl ones, unless|aPPearance that wo are often led te adopt views and
ve call the schisms and heresics which sbound, mira-|OFinions as very good, while they are only polished
tes and wonders, And indeed they may truly be|bY tbe Great Seducer, and we do rgt see the thomn

o called; for there was never & time, since the
bristian Eta, wlen, so many strange and wonderful
lungs and notious have been invented, as in our own

which is hid under his enchanting colours. —Now,
since it is clearly proved that we may possess un
evil conscience,’ it will be granted that we sre not

ness of the flesh and spirit,” and prepared for the oz
Iy pure church, even the church of the first bora io

Heaven.

to depend upon it any further than while it agrees
with Revelation. Let us see then whether e can
tfollow its dictates concerning our dissent from & chris-
tian Church,

ays. As 500D as any man can do a miracle to the
stisfaction of the public, and in accordance with
ha Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, there we shall

But as for a perfect church on earth, where wa
there ever any one to be found or heard of 7 Atthe
e bound to receive him, snd acknowledge him as (e . very ﬁrs‘,cwf‘o" of:the Lord’s Supper, whirb was
ne tent from Gad, but not before. K has been -=¥We nre required by our Saviour and lus apostles, privileged with the bodll): presence of our Incarnate
aid that sinners have been converted, and the!'® love one snotner so’ perfectly as toaliow no kindjGod, there was a ¢ devil.”  Among the numerou
yes of the spiritually blind have been opencd, but I‘Of division to co.me among us. The whole body of;churches eslabhshf:d in dl?erent p!ace.s by the apos-
2, and hope 1o be able to prove, that all this kind professing chmmnf is slways represented in the New,tles, abuses, am.l lfnmoralmes, a}:q ging, and lvke-
£ miracles are the ordinary effects of the Holy Spi- Testament as forming but one Society, enjoying the,Warmness, and indifference 10 reh.glon, were so com-
it, may take place much more casily, and with same privileges, am} g:overned by the same Jaws and‘mon, that they who wery \vatchm.g for th?xr souls
#ss opposition, if we were all closely united together, the sime kund of winisters.  We nowhere find thatjnere { rc.ed ‘.0 reprove and admnish them ina liz
nd the whole body of the church ¢ nourished andlt™® different crfeds, or two different churches, were guage which, in our days, would be thought v,ery ses
mpacted by thel u-'lnlh crery joind supplieth,” ¢ mak- formed or organized.by any of the Apostles. 'n,e‘verc. ¢ S:)me had not th? k nonle.dge of God; olhers,
ngancrease of the body uwlo the edifying of itself in general rules werf:;—-‘ Be ofane mind, live in peace,’ bad only *the name of lx.ung while they were deals

> (Eob. 4. 16 ° —¢ be perfectly joined togetber in the same mind, and others had ¢lost their first love.” Yet all thest
oze.” (Epb. 4. 16.) and in the same judgment,’ —¢ Now the God of pa-{are addressed as members ofthe church of God. k

Buithe circumstances in which this counsel of ouritience and conso'ation grant you ‘to be like-minded it not evident, then, that there is nothing perfect

Lord was gaiven oughtalso to be tsken into consi- here below, and that aslongas we are in this earthly
eration. There was, at that time, no christian

ud bis disciples, it is well worthy of notice, never
epareted from the worship of the templein which
hey were often to be found ¢ st the hour of prayer.?
herc couid, therefore, be no schism, er no disision,
etween Christ’s disciples and the man in question,
or they were all members of the same church awd

Burch organized distinct from the Jewish. Jesus!

one foward another, accoraing to Christ Jesus, that
ye may with one mind, and onc moulk, glorify God,
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” After
reading such rules of Scripture as these, I would ask,
how con we allow any thing at all, unless it be some

our Jove for each other? How can we, with s clear
conscience, dissen! from a church in which the way
to Heaven is to be found just as easily as in any

{ tha same communion. But let us pcruse the

other, and the doctrines of which are those of the

tabernacle wa must expect to find corruption aud im-
perfection, both in ourselves and in our fellow-cre

tures?
state of the church militant in his beautifu) parable:

material error of faith, 1o trouble our peace, and cool!—¢ the kingdom of Heaven is like unto ten virgios,

The Saviour himself has well described tke

five of which were wise, and five foolish.” Here wt

find the foolish and the wise togetber, and as it can

notbe in the pureregions above, it must necestatilf
be inthe impure regionsbelow. The church is some

Spistles; let us examine the writings of those “‘hniBible? Have we a right to ficd fault with any‘times called the kingdom of Heaven, that is the do
12d received power to settie sll matters relating 10|non-essential otdinance of the church of God: minionof God. She isalso ¢likened unto a nei cad
hiwrch goverament, and who soon had occasion to tWas not full power given her 1o ¢ bind and unbind,linto the sca, and gathering both gond snd evil;® o
hew what they thought of those that did not follow to lsuse and unloose,’ any minor rule or ceremony unto a field in which tares are growing with tke
heis, and if wedo this with a proper frame of mind, for the government and good order of ker members,{wheat until the harvest” O then let us leara ¢y
am sure we shall not fad to discover that thcland ars we noi required to ‘obey them that haVelhem’ the infirmities or imperfections which we msj

-



