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THE CANADIAN POURTEY REVIEW,

PIGEON DEPARTMENT.

I’l'-‘eons in Snnmiet'.
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Pigeons if woll housed and shatled from thé midu
day sun rejoice in heat, anwd my owi linve alwayl
reared & more numerots progedy in lot thati in'
cold and damp smmmers, Indousd, L rontember tha¥
in the deplorable senson of 1879 I'aliost erititely
failed to renr any. In gpitd, howevér, of this fack
there are preentntions to be taken in' summer—
Plent;- of fresh afr is absolitely neecessary to keep
pigeons in health., Those who keep them'in pole
houses and boxes against a iall give them: air
enough, and too mach; but the moré careful who
house them in bBulstantial buildings with wited
arca in front must take cave to have proper venti-
lation in said building-~not draughts, hut shutters,
sliding or to let down on hihges, to admit air in
warm weather, and during great heat the doors
should be left open all night. Of course we pre-
suppose the outer atea is strorig and the wire quite
vermin.proof, Some people keep pigeons perma-
nently in sheds, well roofed, with back and ends
enclosed, and the front of wire, Many kinds be-
come very hardy, and thrive well in such quartérs,
but I should never construét such abodes, for in
winter young birds must often succumb to ¢old in
them, and during snow they are miserabls. An-
other thing to be remembered and guarded against
is that some colors:of plumnge, especially red.and
vellow, afe injured by tlie suij the riclier and
sounder the dolot, the less 1t is affected, btill, even
the best birds.do'suffer in boauty, and 8b tempos
arily in exhibition value, from exposure, This
does not much matter if they arp not required fov
show till they hdwe moulted, but- diréetly the
monlt beging valuable 8peocimens should be' Kept
out-of burning sun; stherwiséthe tips vfthb wow
colcred feathers dre nhmost blegched, 'und the cod
ored patts dsw whole uppear ‘mottled’ and rotedr
instead of smooth and flat.

As.in the poultiy.yaid.so.imn the pigeonloft, spe-
cial .care must.in summeérbe given fo-zll ganitany:
arrengements. ‘The floor bf the heuse $hould: be
kept thickly covered with "sund, giavel, or difed
earth, and.this.must.be fraquently rakledover. If,
however; pigéohs.are képt in a hoardéll Joft, saw.
dust will be found the cleanest and best coatlng-

for the floot, but then ngrm} or grit inust, bogiven
in pams...Bhé. plainer.and. loss domplichted the
nest bixesuive tho-detber.' ‘In ¢hd brevices bf evelr
the plainest, fermin will sometipes 1eftle,  Tf they
are.nnywherd abolit tiey wilkslowvihoniselves o
the mewly hitched rbstlings,’ and 'they must At
once be extetrinated or they will prove fatal 6
the health of young birds, and sumefimes become
such a plague as to drive the old ones to desert
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their bffspring. The commonest of these pests are
miftes, binek at fiest, and thelt erhitson frofr being
gofred With tlie blood' of 'the' unfortuslate bigdons,

<1|'Bhiey-QisIike Prtufing, - A-drop.of it' should here

dand tueie be dabiled on the young birds, and it
niay“bie freely ritbbed’ with & brush #itd all thy
joints'of the nelit bbxebl'' At the-dge of from two
to thye tontlis, yourlg pigeohs go through a par-
tial modle, and suffer fiom & partial distemper,
They then mope, and if the woather is af all cold,
oftord shiver. O bifds and old cocks froquently
persedtita and ‘drive them from their food, and a
little care must Le bestowed-on thern. The coare
ser and commdnor specimens goon get over it and
geardely show it at 4ll, but the smaller and more
delicate birds may be watched and pétted or many
will die. If we merely wished to perpetuate the
race through the most robust and largest birds, as
in the case of many kinds of fowls, nature wonld
make her own selection and rid herself of all
weakly and delicate pigeons, but in the case of
most of our toy breeds these smaller or more refin-
ed birds are precisely those which we wish to rear
for their beauty and elegance. As soonasu young
pigeon is seen to droop our first ¢are is to bring it
into a warm place ; I do not mean a hot room, but
a place protected from draughts by day and from
dawmp by night. A few exhibition pens in an un-
used room arc a capital pigeon hospital. Each
maust be cleanly sanded and have a drinking vessel
hLung up init. Hero-give-the birds whatever food
they seém 10.3iEe best; = Tittle hemp will general-
ly tempt the appstite of the most sickly. With no
other #reatment than thig rest from the bustle of
the pigeoithotise:and shielter fromextrémes of heat
and ¢old wp havd ctred. many a drooping bird, and
refnraed it.fatand happy-in'a weck or forinight:
Rigeons thue cossetted becomre: very teme ;my own
oftenileawy whbre: {he.foam withvthe.pett is, fly at
tLo widdow:in afteridaysf-and 3fd plin.isopen, pen
thiethgefvds... I haVe traced.thetsucedssiof sorme ex-
hibition birspaitially toitthis sourcesin{Chey are
fcouptomed td & pen:landr bkedity and so always
show themselves tol the. bastadviiitage.in one.
"There ¢ not & moré seriolls bane ‘of the pigeon
loft than this.conithon dtsteinper WHich in highly
bred birds genedally prdves THtdl i ohce it de-
velopés ftself—T metn Batiker in'the mouth or
firoat: How'far it 187 tatgéof ilkiess ahd death,
or hdw far ‘oh "efftcy of fotte .thivrdal inalady of
which w¥d ate ignovant, ¥ hdve never bden able en-
tirety tof vidke wh’ foy Faind. 1 1 d6 bof for & mo-
ment pretnd to ahiy ‘ientific khowlelgs of surgery
ot pathology. I have carefully obstwvud 3lifs and
ottiet dineasty th Piebors, wid givis tlie vdillits of
inyobservations aitd Geatidnt oily forwhat they
ave worth, - ‘Cardgis niny alpesr i pigeons of any
age. Th adults it is"dlindst” always cdrable; in




