
148 THE ØRN'AtIN POÚ£T :tEW.

PIGEON DEPA ETMENT.,

Pigeoius fn Shiitier.
-4

Pigeons If well hotioed and shaided fror' thé miidu
day sun rejoice Itit, and my bw liave tlwAý
reared a idore nunerous progeây in hot thnti iW
cold aind dainp sumnmers. In'deed, t reñetnbetthiiu
ln the deplorable senson of 1ýY9 Ialinsttely
failed to rear any. IiitpV, how*evr, of thit àct
there are precatitlons to bu takon in' ittinerp--
Plent: of fresli air is absolittely hetwsSary to keep
pigeons in hcalth. Thse' who keep themIn polé
houses and boxes against a ivall give thetn air
enough, and too much; but the mord careful who
house them !in substantial buildingFs with wi'ed
area in front must take caye to havé proper venti-
lation in said building-not draugbts, but shutters,
sliding or to let down on hihges, to admit ait ln
warn weather, and during great leat the doors
should be left open all night. Of course we pre-
suppose the outer area is strong and the wire quite
vermin-proof. Some people keep pigeons perma-
nently ln sheds, well roofed, with back and ends
enclosed, and the front of wire. Many kinds be-
come very hardy, and thrive well in such quartdra,
but I should never constrnct such abodes, for in
winter young birds must often succumb tW éold li
tbem, and during snow they are miserable. An-
other thing to be remembered and guarded Against
is that some colors of plituge, aspecially rél and
yellow,. are injuted by -the suii; the richer an4d
sounder the doloi', -the less It is ûffected, btili, ev'en
the beAt birds doisuffe' in beauty, and sb teipow
arily la exhibition -value, from exposure. ''Thit;
does not much itattetr if titey.are notrefuired for
show till they Jhave-moulfed, 'but- dirdctly thd
moult begins valuable 9peoihnens shoul'd Wte kept'
out of burning suni otherilsd-th.e ·tipb ofttlhb eow'
colcred feathera dre almosit -bleaehed, 'and the itro-
ored patts ds whole uppear, 'mottibd' end brokfwà
instead of smooth and flat.

As-in the pdultty.yatd>sôA the pigcor1:left, spe-
ciaicare must,in sumnéri.begizvenzfedl qanita:
arrangements. The floor bf the heue ihould be
kept thidkl'y covered with 'àand. 'giavel , d dried
earth, and-th:is.mst. U;(mrquentlyraléddover. If,
however,.pigéoes.are kèpt .i4 a b.oardéd Joi, saàw'
dust will be lotud, tie Çanet .an& best eoating
for t.he ftiot, but'tlieigathtel br grit inust, o gi fen
in lgnssThedlar.and. ée momplichted thd
nest bbxe0ixn thabeater, îa t1d ueites bf eveù
the plaineu6, *ernitn will somlettrvres .ltka 'f thof
are.anywhter.d asbolt tlrey 6hlvskwythorksôlvde 4
the newly hatâhed 'istlingt, and 'they Tnugt Mt
once be extetibinhted or they iîl prove fatal t6
the health of foung birds, and sumefimes becbme
such a plague as to drive the old ones to desert

their bffsp-Ing. Tie commonest of tiese pests are
rtlYes; 'bIwok at first, atid theh eriison trottr 'being
dotted 'ithth"bld0bOf'thd tiffortirdat pigusi.
'Éhédlike ôataflne K4Wop.ôf it' lould let-e
atnd thobe dàiied ffi itlié y-oÜngd birds, aïad it

rday-bh ireely tibbed' with d brüts1h ito ail thîi
Jbintws&df the nest bbre'. At theŽige' of froili two
to thVèu Ôhtlls, yôung bigedh-go through a par.
tial iîutilt), And suffet 'fitôoi à partial distemper.
They the mopo, ntind if tie weather Is ati all cold,
ofter shi Ver. Old bitdsand old cocks fruquently
pergeetittaAnd'drite thein fromn ther food-, and a
little care rnust be beAtovedon them. The coar.
ser and conuîditr specitneàs soon get over It and
scardely show It at àli, but the snaller and more
delicate birds way bc wtatched and pdtted or many
will die. If we merely wished to perpetuate the
race through the most robust and largest birds, as
in the case of many kinds of fowls, nature woild
make lier own selection an- rid herself of all
weakly and delicate pigeons, but in the case of
most of oúr toy breeds these smaller or more refin-
cd birds are precisely those whichi we wish to rear
for their beauty and elegance. As soon as a young
pigeon is seen to droop our first care Is to bring it
into a warm place; I do not mean a hot room, but
a place protected from draughts by day and from
damp by night. A few exhibition pens in an un-
used room are a -capita1 pigeon hospital. Eacli
must be cleanly sanded and have a drinking vessel
hung up lir it. Her'give the birds whatever food
thby seém tÔ. IIEc best; it Tittle hemp will general-
ly tempttheappetite ofthe most sickly, With no
other freatmient than thiq rest from the buntle of
the pigeonthouseand shelter froinextttmee.ofheat
and cold wp hava ichted.many a drooping bird, and
retturned. ifafrand happydn a,.week or fortnight.
2igeons'thueccossettet .eponet.very tetme;;my own
Ouiendeanwhbrehe iy at
t- widdowmin afteridaysal:a5f a pha.isiopen,. pen
thehpelvdas.- I htairce.thelsuaccss»f some ex-
hilliioi:irspatially±ohlthiqurc; ofJhay are
âcoustomed td a, pen:and- likeditiand Isq always
show theingelves-toithebsfad.vûiftage.inene.

"i!here îf not a 'moté setAoh- bane'of 'the pigeon
loft than ti oindis per % 1ii1ïla 'highly
bred birds geMdalif pf4v'eà fWl oice it de-
veiopés Itsel-T ieá-fafike i'tiíA inaouth or
'hro'at 'How'flr it lIèa'o ilhiiest and death,

or ]W far th 'effièò tf ie . fttardal inalady of
WhIch We ate ignatentT håw never béen able en-
tirelftòfùiake Ue ýày 'ïid&. 1 1 do orf''fr a mo-
ment pretdo'ahfiertlkckhowteiagdof surgcry
or pathology. I have carefully obbifVttd this "nd

in -ryM l aud daint loily fbt what they
aie 'vrth. 7Caîtkbt'afay*aàþgr li pîge'ons of any
age. l adùlts it ý*it* ahvays 'cirable; in


