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sloping roof, and to support the ropes which arc to keep down wisp, and sproading out bis arins, separates the wisp into two
the thatch. portions. Bringing both hands together, he lays hold of the

When this breadth of, say, two feet, of the thatoh is laid. severed wisp with the left hand, and taking hold of its other
its surface is snoothed down with a conb. i. c. a bar of wood end vith the iight, draws the straws asunder as before. Bring.
of atmut 3 feet long, with teetht of wood, or preferably of iron, îîîg .g.îîî Latl h.nds togcîhcr, hi goca tlrough ihe sane
about 4 inches apart, and then a rope is thrown aeross the and a. ulien, tititil lic nes that thc :traws are parail
stack at its end, and another parallel to it at about 10 inches and w1i li luys down the now drawn wisp carefuliy
apart, and made fast ut both ends to the sides of the stack.
Other ropes, at riglt angles to the first, are fastened, 18
inches apart, to the end of tle stack. and each of the horizontal

ropes is twisted once round overy
perpendicular rope it neets,so that,
whîen finished, the roping has the

. appearance of a square-neshed net,
(v. eng. 2). The caves are coin.
pleti d by laying a stout rope hori-
zontally along the line where the
draiwing-in of' the roof vas begun,
and twit;iig it roundtach perpei.
dicalar it maeets; the perpendicular
ropes are then broken off and ras.
tened firmnly to the hay imime-
diately under the caves.

Round haystacks I object to on
this account: if you begin to cut

Fig. 5. them to take the hay into the barn,
a strong blaqt of wind will very

likely strip the thatch, aud blow half the hay all over the
country. When a stack of hay is properly trimmîîîed, the
strongest man cannot pull a handful of it out--no. not the
Girt Jan Rlidd himaelf ; v. "Laura Doone." A stack of well
made hay, carried in proper sea-on, and well tramped down
in the building, should, if 15 feet in the stei whei finisheçd. on tie grouiid. Wlen as nuch las been drawn as to niake :î
subside to 12 feet. buach o 15 incies in diameter, the min makes a ihuib

BUNCHED STRAW FOR THATCHIN.-In Soicr.-et, and in rüp,'. by twittiog a little undrawn straw round the thunb of'
the West of England and South Wles, the thitchîinîg of stacks bis right haad, drawing h out with his left sud twistiag îî
la carricd to perfecotion. The cars of' %hcat are drawn togeiier wUins, dri-lt alternately, unt l a short rop- s made, wi

whic lie tics Up lo bun of drawn straw as a saf ol
wliat is tied": (v. Fng. 37.

STRAw Rop s-arc itt e by t e bow or orook. This sum-
ple tool (v. enig 4) is made of a piece of tough asi, about 3ý,
feet long, bout into a curve, and retained in that position by

Fig. 6.

by meaus of a comb, witl teeth pretty close-set, and eut off :
the straw, then called reed, is unbroken by threshing. and
keeps the stacks under its care fi ce from ail danger of wet.
This practice is too mucli of fine art for us ; we must take
the straw as it comles fron the machine, and do the best we
oan with it. Some preparation, lowever, il rmust undergo, or
else our work will be very ragged , lot us take Mi. Stephens'
plan:

"The matn takes a wisp fromn the mow, and places it across
his body, and aller making the straws straight, first with onC
band and then with the other, lie takes hold of cnch end of the

Fig. 8.

a stout string. la using this implement, the rope-maker sits
near the straw (v. eng. 5), and the spinner with the bow
moves b:ckw.u is as the rope grows in length. It i% quick
work, and easy enouglh for an old man and a small child. as in
the illustration but a little practice is required or the rope
will be too tightly twisted or too slack -in both cases it will
break.

Straw is twisted into ropes in this manner : the left band
of the twister holds by the end of the ,hank of the bow, and
the riglt band by the middle of the shank : on the spinner
placing a httle drawn straw in the angle b of the bow and cord
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