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CAN.ADA.

[Manon, 1892.]

o Qasntads.)
TRILOGY.

1.

U1 from the infinite Vast:
Wonder-eyed, questioning why
Waked from Night's dveam.sleep and
passed
Life' portals through —vetw ey, -
Dawn-kissed, yet naught but & sigh
Breathed on the Threshold, aghust.

0

1.

Iuto the roar and the strife :

Parched 'mid the hot sand’s dank ved @
Sprent with the toll of the kmfes
Battling the lions for brewd

Flung to the kites with the dead ¢
Huslied the Arena of life,

ni,

Back to the vasty Unknown
Daming the pendulous stars :
Winging its topaz-gemmald zone,
Halowd in hereing scars,
Loosed the Souls shackles and bars:
Fetterless Life shall atone !

Savren M. Bavus,

Montreal, Que.
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{FoR CaNataL)

THE PROSCRIBED LANGUAGES.
musing over the political vexations
of our dual-laguaged Capada, 1 fell

BY UPASTOR FELIN.
>

asleep over the embers, and had 2
dream whielh 1 will try to reeall for the
anmsement, if not the benetit of my
readers, My nartow stady seemed 1o
expand into an imnense eovered  thar
atghfare,- mueh bike s general milvoad
depot,-—through which was moving a
concourse of peaple.  Exvervthing had a
shadowy appearance, and the figures |
“w were tuseless and nnsubstantial, bat
determinate 1 and I mmarked with distinet-
ness their varving forms and features,
They seemed 1o come np by sort of slip
or ferryv-way into the building and I saw
some of than punze to rewd o placand :
*Plato, Charon & Cu., Styx Ferry Ser-
vice.
rumn, ete.”
arched ; and, revolving there, I noticed a

FITING late on o recent ovening, '

lthv new-comers pushed their way into
fthe mysterious comuntry bevond  them,
This gate was guarded hy anavmed keeper,
'\\'hu opencd it to suehas could certify
their qualification, but denied passage to,
!:l)l others,

cslightly elevatesh, whereon sat o man in o,
ehair of ivory, dressed in g garment that
seemed lustrous ¢ bhut, though it was white
sl glitteving, T conld not determine its
tabrie,  The form was portly and come.
fmanding, but without grossness. “The
;f:u-v wits one of high parpose wud intellig.
venee, and, thongh genially inelined, was
seapable of repulsion ad severity.,
was evidently an oflicer of Jdetention,
stationed heve to examine the gualifiea.
itionsnf new-comers who propesed passage
through the wgate,  Beside him sat a

'
'
!
¥

of the depositions given by each, in his
turn, whom his superior questioned. ]
sw the people were of all nationalities,
and that when addresed they answered
in their wative langumee s at which the
president shook his head to signify that,
thonugh they were understaod, it was uot
the preseribed medinm of parley,

Hed them,

The fisst. whom | saw approaching the
slaix was a0 Greek, who bowed  amd-
“requested wopass @ but was informed that.
of cach comer, wha proposed joining the
* Universal Commonwealth,” 1wo things
were tequired as essential @ that. money,
the fuvariable source and instrument of !
corruption, shonld be abandoned, togethery
with the langiage to which they were!
born, s tending todeticieney of svmpathy
and varrowness of setion in a wide, yet
homogeneons  community,  wherein all
were brothers, At this, 1 noticed the
Greek’s eomntenanee fell, and  he come,
plained of the vigorous denand, 1 will
willingly,” lie xaid ** forego woney, which
»has brongeht nie more trouble tan mlvant-
age 2 hut the tongue of my fathers jx
tanother thing, and [ count it dearer than
all iy personal possessions heside,  There
is nota memory of my uast life which
does pot flow i its renowned elamnel,
and all my faneies clothe themselves
*with its liquid robes,
fof Gudszin it Homer s,

ad Plate

1 - . - - i
dent, intereupting him: <1 will nturn’

e - At~ —b————

by moonlight among the vineyards, and
sang soft sweet ballads, His heart
wonhl grow stony vold in his hosow, but
thmt he hopes to hear those aceents
again, amd fo respond in the words he

, temembiers from his eradie”
PooAt the right of this gate was o dais, |

“ [ have understood,” said the Presie
dent cody, as if ignoring all sentiment,
“that in the Ameriean Republie your
people gather in communities, miintaine
inge their national teaditions and speech,
to the detviment of the Commonwenlth.”
< Ab! indeed, it may well be so, that
they cling to the spiritual and intel
feetual  inheritinee  their  fathers gave
Are these things to be put off]
like an ofd cout?  And who o cruel
as to demand it? DBut that it is to the
detriment of the Commonwealth has not
been fairly shoawn, We are a homedoving

seeretary at lis desk, busy with record | domestie people, and inour own language

we teach our children lealty to the govern.
ment under which they live:  that
langatagge can he as hitter as sy other if
it curses a tritor ;) fomler woards are not
spoken than Luther spake, nor wiser
than are built into the verse of Goethe,
Let me be emptied of the past, let me be
stiipped of  every recolleetion, if  the
tongne to which 1 was born must he
favever silent.”

The next that eame was an English-
man, who seemed surprised and  half
indigant that his lowdly  polyglottic
speech was there to be disenssed.  He
seemed somewhat choleric @ What ! he
exclained, < renounce the linguage of the
conguering Nation of the moderny world,

s language spoken in every  land,
whereon the sun rises and sets! Renonnee
the specch of Shakspeare - -the  most
comprehensive of minds, and of Milton,
the xublimest?  Can there indeed be
any part of the universe where this is a
dead Taegrungge 7 “AQL vanr mortal parts
perish,” replied the President  curtly ;
“aml your mundane tongue has gone
with the rest. But why this Dluster?
1 am not aware of any one of late on the
varth nore strenuons in suppressing the
French and Gertan tongues in Ameriea.
You now lave an opportunity of feeling

It is the speech t what it is to renounee the speech of your

hirthland, who have regquired the <une

The electrie hoat, Acheron, will jdreamed,and Avistotle reasoned.” *Stand 85 @ political necessity of  the French
The voof of the building was | aside, sir, for o moment.” said the Presic Cananlian.”

= Listen to wme,” he procecded, mising

mumber of electric Tights flashing out "to vonr ease mmin” . A Gérman next his veice, (for now e saw a Frenchman
like stars, which cast their Iustre up rappraschel, whe, learning of the require. hand) s0 as to address the entire
and down the tesselated floor. At the jment, excliimed, “Ach? Hinunel! Every company, “On earth, it was not, in any
further end of the ony toward which {thaler!  Show me how to do withont Fnd, or under any govermuent, essentially
the people were moving, was au immense Hmoney, and into the Stex with it!? Bug weeessary, but here it s essentially
wte of gold, formed of horizontal and {how ean 1 renounee the sscred speech of tecessary, that a man should renounce
vertical bary, interwoven with spimls ;[ Vaterland? It is a Germaw's life, that |aud surrender the uyuage of his birth-
and, just beyond it, the beaming leaves f laguage of the Rhine, which his mother {Jand, for here conditions, quite common
of the great folding dvors, through which ! tanght him, in which he wooed his love {there, are wholly chianged “and the former



