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sistcnit wvith the love of Gcd. For
thie true Gospel of Mothiodismi in its
Ceqsentia-l qualities, as distilnguisied
frcîîî thce accidenti forni iii which it
appears, ive niust turn te tho hynan
of John and Charles Wesley. In the
onily absolutely original hymn fromn
the pen of Johin Wesley whiehi wo
pubsCss are these signiticant words:

"Thoit by Thy word upholdest ail,
Tlxy bounlteous love te ail is showed."

Clharles Wesley, agrain, whose hyrns
have donc moro te spread and to
pt'jularize the tenets of Methodisiln
evenl than the prose writings cf lus
brother, expresses the truè signifi-
calice cf the Methodist movemeiit iii
the wY*el-knoewn and favourite hynin,

"Se how great a flamne aspires,
Kindled by a spark of grace!

Jesui's love the nations fires,
Sets the kingdoms on a blaze."

Ycs! it wvas the love cf Jesus whIich,
h-idled that fire of Methodisiii 'which.
swoeit round the world, which, lias
hecoîne proverbial, and ivIichi never
b)uriuud more briglitly and more in-
tciisely than it dos to-day. The
love cf Ged, ive cannot repeat it toe
(ft.en, -%vas the chief and invariable
theiei withi wh%,ich the XVesleys -and
their hielpers revcluticnized the J3rit-
ilh Emlpire. It is a very touching
-111( instructive fact that as Wesley
1i3, dying hie nmade great exertions te
slpe.k to Josephi Bradford, and for
soirne time his strengti w'as se far
gonne th:ît hoe coulad net inake hlirself
lie.1rd. But at hast, by desperate
efforts, lie conveyed to Mr. Bradford
hiis fervent desire that a sermon
which hoe had written on " The Love
of God " should ho scattercd broad-
*ist aiud given away to everybody.
This ivas Wesley's last gift te tho
l3ritishi peeple and te the hiunan
rIce- at sermon on " The Love cf
G gA. '

Wlhen Wesley began his wvork
England Nvas an uniuappy nation,
cruelly govcrned by cruel laws. But
the anuazing and unprecedenited
growth. cf geiutleoness and ]iuumani-
tariauuiism, and VIe prcfouild synmpa-
tky new unîvereally foit for tIc Poer,
tho friendless, and the fallen, are
tho direct resuit cf that Evangel o)f
Love wlhiclî Wesley lived and prac-
tised. As tho result of that weork,
consciously or unconsciously, ail the
great and charact>eristic theologians
cf every Church, our ewn I>reside(,nt,
the Bishdp cf Durhanm, Dr. Marcus
Dods, and others, have devoted their
prime te the exposition cf St. John.
R~obert Browning lias given us the
Johiannine Gospel in verse. Sir
Edwvin Arncld, in the exquisite Vol-
urne, "Tho Ligît cf tIc Worid."
which hoe bias just publisliod, gives
sirnular prornienice te tIc sweet and
gracicus hlumility cf christ. Al
these arc, the direct resuit iii public
life and in serious literature cf the
fact that the Johiannine Gospel found
its first pepular exponient in Johin
Wesley. The passicuato love for the
sufleriing and cutcast exhibited by the
Salvation Arniy is another striking
indication cf tlIc greattuht hih
wve have referred. We ouglit net te
close this reference te the imost con-
spicuous feature cf tle MNethodist
inovenont with out once more quoting-
the beautiful stcry cf tIe littie boy,
whvlo, on his deatlibed, said thiat his
gre-i.test desire was Vo go te "»'Mr.
Whiitfield's God." Happy beyend

ahexpression arc those preaclers of
the Gcspel who succued in persuad-
in- even tiniid ]ittle beys that death
itself lias no torror fer those ý%vho go
te the God whomn they preacli. And
the greatest glory cf Mcthodisnî
shall ever ho that it inscribed tIe
distinctive te-tchingý cf St. Johin uipon
the bearts of the "cexumnon p)eeple."
-Mtlodist fimtes.

TiiEN s0w ; for the iîours ave fleeting
And the scedl must fail to-day;

And care not what hands shall reap it,
Or if you shall have pikssed away

I3efore the waving cornifields
Shall gIadden the sunny day.
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