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in the world. It should be inferior
te none in mechanical excellence, in
artistic illustration and in literary
menit. Thieir magazine need not be
exclusively Methodist. It might
appeal to the great multitude of al
the Oburches who would appreciate
higher literature of a pronounced
religious character. Tbey could draw
aiso upon the literary ability of al
the Churclies. Such a periodical
could discuas ail great social, politi-
cal and economic subjects from a
religious point of view, and would
be a power on the aide of truth
and righteousness, a truc "soldier
of God" fighting against cvii
everywhere. Ita fiction should be
on a far higlier moral tone than that
of even such literary geniuscs as
Dickens or Thackeray. kt is not,'we think, to the credit of the Eng-
lish-speaking world that its most
popular author is a man who sneered
at the unfashionable religion of Eibe-
nczer and Little Salemi; who made
mission work the butt of bis satire,
and who glorified the custom of

"guzzling " and drinking.
Such a periodical as we are think-

ing of should cali forth literary nienit
of the highest class in the divine
service of moral and religious truth.
Imaginative writing has its legi-
timate purpose, and can acconi-
plieh incalculable good in its pur-
trayal of moral excellence and of
Christian heroim. Religiouswriters,
endowed with this noble gift, have
now almoat no vebicle for the eni-
ployment of their pens. The secu-
Sa r magazines will scarcely tolerate a
religious novel, or one with even a
moral purpose. These are relegated
to the lower literary statue and comn--
parative obscurity of the Sunday-
school library book. Tbe fcw ex-
ceptions to this rule in the cases of
sucli writers of high-toned moral
fiction as Saxe-Hoini, Mn.. Amelia
E. Barr and Dr. Eggleston, only
make more congpicuous the over-
whelrning prepondenance and success
of writers lîke Amnelie Rives, Rud-
yard Kipling, Frank Stockton, Mark
Twain, Bret Hante and " Bill
Nye," who seeni to be incapable
of almost any neligious feeling or
spiritual insight. Oiie of these

successful magazines of the day
inakes a specialty of a monthly
novel, often highly sensational, which,
filîs about two-thirds or threc-fourths.
of its space. Anothen, recently es-
tablished, which, by dint of lavish
adventising and business pusb, bas
reached a commanding circulation,
is devoted langely to theatrickil and
sporting themes. This mental food
on wbichi our young are so Iargely
nourisbed will account ini a large
degree for the mental alienation of
many of theni from the Chunch of
thein fathers, and the facility with
which they drift away upon the sea
of fashionable folly, if not, indced,
of religious doubt and unbelief.
Often it is read on the leisune of
Sunday, and utterly unfits the neader
for religious thought or work.

We hope that the Methodist Epis-
copal Churcli, at its next Genenal
Conference, will grapple with this
subject. The United States bas an
English-speaking population twice
that of the motiier country fnom
which. it spnung, and a fan greater
proportion of readers than that coun-
try. The Methodist Church is the
most nuniereus, niost active and ag-
gressive Church in that nation. Be-
fore iii are opening the golden gates
of the twentieth century. Is thiat
Church wihhing that throughout the
illimitable future the higher spiritual
and literany needs of its people shall
find no better aliment and its literary
aspirations no better vehicle than
the secular magazines which. now
occupy the field.

XVe believe that the Church of the
future, in the golden age which shall
stretch on tbnough the milleniumn,
wihl mould the highest thought and
broadeat culture of the wonld. Why
allow this most important field to be
pre-empted by the enterprise of
secular bouses, andi wby must Mfeth-
odist writcrs and Methodist bishops
go to tbese bouses if tbey wish their
books to appear in the best antistic
style, and to reach the largest mnar-
ket.

But we may be told tbe Meth-
odiet Episcopal Cburch has tried a
monthly magazine and failed. We
were about te say it de8erved te fail.
Lt sems te bave put neither lieart


