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There are nowin Japan about 250
churches with a membership of 25,-
000. Lastq, ycar the baptisms were
7,000.

Japan bas decided ne longer tu
tuax Christian churches, and they are
therefore onl an equality with Budd-
hist and Shinto temples.

P4ethodism in Victoria, British%
Columbia, is advancing. A few years
ag(o a second church was erected,
which is well attended. The old
churcli, buit when the mission wvas
inaugurated, lias becoine. too sniall,
and the congregation on a recent
Sabbath pledged theniselves to, con-
tribute $20,000 toward rebuildingt.

Revs. Dr. Shaw and J. Woods-
worth, Generai Superintendent of
Missions in Manitoba Conference,

-are spending severali weeks in the
Maritime Provinces in aid of the
mission cause. Brother Woodsworthi

-wants twenty-five additional labour-
ers for the North-West.

The Methodist, people have great
demande made upon their liberality.
The ecclesiastical year i3 rapidly ad-
vancing. Brethren on missions and
poor circuits are necessarily greatly
intcrested in the Conference collec-
tions. The Sustentation Fund is not
the least deserving among those
funds. Several ministers will pro-
bably receive less than %500 this
year frein ail sources. Let our
readers remember this iv'ben the
Sustentation collection is made. St.
Andrew's Clînrol, Toronto, recently
gave a collection for a similar fund
in the Presbyterian Churcli, whvlich
amounted te, nearly $2,000. Hew
rnany hearts would rejoice if a few
Methodist, congregations would do
likewise.

A brother in St. John's, New-
feundland, writes, " 1We raised si,
824 on Thanksgiving Sunday (Jan.
21st) in this Circuit, St. Jehn!s West,
toward our church debt, by p]ate
collections. Good, wvasn't it?' George
Street Chuircl zalone raised $1,712 of
it. A fertnight ago the ether Circuit,
East, had their Thanl<sgiving, and
raised between $1,l100and $1,200.~

RECENT DEATHS.
11ev. R~. T. Tracy, M.A., probably

the oldest Methodist iiinister in the
world, died reeently at Limerick,
Ireland, after a briet illness. BIc was
bora ini 1790), hence lie. -%Yas neai4y
one liundred years old'. Ile retainéd
his faculties te the last.

Dr. Lightfoot, Bishop of Durham,
dlied froni an attack of acute conges-
tion of the lungs. ec was only sîxty-
one years old. BIc wvas at, once one
of the greatest theological sohiolars
and an eminent Bishop. Canon
Liddon said, in lis funcral sermon,
that lie " vas one of the band of
Cambridge scholars who have rolled
back an assault upon the New Testa-
ment more formidable in many re-
spects than any te whîch the titie
deede of Our holy reiion have been
exposed since the first age> of Chris-
tianity. " The Bishop's personal char-
acter -%vas as beautiful as his seholar-
ship was splendid. R1e gave his
entire salary te the crection of
churches iii his diocese.

]Rev. David Edgar, of Ballyna-
hinch, after being in the pasterate
sixty ycars, entercd i rest, December
8th. Two wecks before hie and hie
wifeattended a communion togrether.
On thc xvay home she cauglit cold,
and died in a few days. 11e soon
followed lier, 30 that in death they
were net divided.

We reguret te learn of the dcath,
at B3rooklyn, N.Y., of the 11ev. R.
Duncan, a member of the Necw
Brunswick Conference, who lad
been placed on thc supcrnumerary
list in 1885, and wvho fer the past two
years hiad been living in IBrooklyn.
Bro. Duncan was a native ef St.
John, was educated for the Meth-
edist ministry, and was ordained in
1857. R1e fillcd, ýn order given, the
following stations :-Bermiuda, Hlali-
fax, Barington,N. S., Pownal, P.E. I.,
Bermuda, Peint de Bute, Moncten,
Carleton, Portland, Marysville and
St. Stephen. R1e was at one tinie
president of thc IN.B. and P.E.I.
Conference and several times chair-
mna of districts. fe was a man of
sterling menit ani a faithful pastor,
%vliose deatli willbe sincerely mouîin-
cd whcreven hie wis known.
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