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riLORENCE AND THE ITALIAN LAKES.

BY THE EDITOR.

SAVE Romne, no place in Italy, scarce any in the world, possesses
sucli numerous attractions-histori, literary, and artistie-as
Florence. The heroic memories of its struggles for liberty, and
the wonderful achievements of its sons in architecture, sculpture,
painting, poctry, and science,, invest it fore-ver with profoundest
interest.

Nestling in a lovely Valley of the Appenines, its situation is
singularly beautiful. Embalmed forever in Milton's undying
verse are the naines of leafy Vallombrosa, Val d'Arno, and fair
Feisole, where the cc Tuscan artist -%ith his optie, tube"ý-" the
starry Galileo wita Mis woes," explored the skies. A patriot
writer thus rhapsodizes, over the beauties of a Firenze, la bella:"

"ccLike a water-Iily rising on the itiror of a lake, 50 rests on
this lovely grouxid the stili more lovely Florence, with its ever-
lasting works, and its inexhaustible riches. Each street contains
a world of art; the walls of the city are the calyx, containing the
fairest flowers of the humnan mind."

"The Arno wins us to the fair -white walls,
Where the Etrurian Athens clainms and keeps
A softer feeling for lier fairy halls,
Girt by lier theatre of -hiils; she reaps
Her corn and wine and oil, and Plenty leaps
To laughing life, with her redundant horn.

And buried Learning rose, redeemed to a new no.

In the portico of tIte Ilifizi palace are the statues of celebrated
Tuscans, most cf thein the sons or denizens of Florence. No city
iu the world, 1 think, eau ex..hibit such a galaxy of illustrions
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